ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH
December 19, 2021 | Fourth Sunday of Advent

DALy MaAss

Mon —Sat: 8:00 AM | Mon: 7:00 PM

First Friday 12:15 in Latin in Oct, Dec, Feb, : EOURTH SUNDAY OF
Apr, June, Aug. In English in Sept, Nov, Jan, ATW/ENIT
Mar, May, July. And 5:30 (on First Friday) in

English in all months.

SPECIAL ADVENT CONFESSION
SCHEDULE: See Page 3

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday: 4:00 PM, 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM

Sunday: 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00
PM, 4:00 PM, 7:00 PM

RECONCILIATION

Monday through Saturday: after the 8:00 a.m.
Mass until 9:00 a.m.

Monday Night: after the 7:00 p.m. Mass until
8:00 p.m.

Sunday: after the 7:00 a.m. Mass until 8:00
a.m.; 6:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. prior to the 7:00
p-m. Mass.

First Fridays: after the 12:15 p.m. Mass until
1:15 p.m. After the 5:30 Mass until 6:30 p.m.

MARRIAGES

Couples who wish to marry at the parish should
contact the Parish Office for a Marriage Re-
quest Form, and for further information. The
bride or groom, or their parents/grandparents
must be registered parishioners for at least
eighteen months prior to the proposed wedding
date to make arrangements. There is a twelve
month timeline for wedding preparations.

BaprTISMS

Baptisms take place generally on Sundays at
1:00 PM. Other days/times can also be ar-
ranged. Parents must be registered parishion-
ers, and can call the Parish Office for infor-
mation and scheduling.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

To enroll your child for our Religious Educa-
tion classes, please contact Kevin Connelly, ext.
2 at the Catholic Center. All families must be
registered with the parish.

PARISH OFFICE PARISH STAFF CaTtHOLIC CENTER AND
800 Ocean Avenue | Long Branch, NJ 07740 Rev. John Butler, Pastor RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Ph: (732) 222-8080 | Fx: (732) 870-1174 Rev. Mark Nillo, Parochial Vicar OFFICE

v stmichacin) com ULi0TeS TG, [Ehsiness ks 16 Beechwood Avenue | West Long Branch
Monday through Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 3:30  Kevin Connelly, Director of Religious Ed. NJ 07764 g )

p.m. (closed 12:00 Noon -1:00 p.m. for lunch) Mary Valal.l, Parish S;cretary Ph: (732) 483-0360 | Fx: (732) 483-0363

Answering service phone coverage at all other J0S¢ Rodriguez, Maintenance Manager ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
times. Lauren Walters, Acting Music Director y 132-483-0360 ext. 7

Susan Cleaver, Ass’t Parish Secretary FA0970900 EXL
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MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 18
8:00 AM People of the Parish

4:00 PM t Dolores Jackson
1 Kathryn Kellam Ross

T Anthony (Chubby)
Chiafullo

5:30 PM t Larry Daum
1 Mary Filippo
7:00 PM 1 Karen Manetta
1 Jack DuBois

Sunday, December 19
7:00 AM t Mary Alterio

1 Rosa Alba Stranieri
8:30 AM 1 Michael Wrubel
1 Vincent Pacera
10:00 AM t Rita McLaughlin
1 Robert Chiarello
12:00 PM t Consalacion Anarcon
1 Cecilia LaMorte

4:00 PM t Nicholas Anthony
Codispoti

People of the Parish
7:00 PM t Teresa Triscari
1 Filippa & Eleanor Fazio

Monday, December 20
8:00 AM Pro-Life Cause

7:00 PM t Edith Notar

1 Thomas Sleavin

Tuesday, December 21
8:00 AM t Harry Tokanos

Wednesday, December 22
8:00 AM t Robert Chiarello

T Joseph Paul Kiernan

Husband Dennis
Mom & Dad

Loving Family

Family
Filippo Family
Ciufo Family

Joe & Dorinne Cattelona
& Family

Mimi Paolise

Mother Francesca
Wife Maria & Family
Anne & Bill Lisa

Jack & Rene Brignola

Linda 'Cassese' Daley

Vicki & Brian Montmore

Agnes Serrano

Family
Family

Friends of Sylvia Marsico
Margie & Joe Wargo

Mary Arvanitis

Mary

2:00 PM Children of the Parish (PL)

4:00 PM 1 Madeline Butala Repko Family (UC)
4:00 PM t Eileen Maxwell Canty  (LC)

4:00 PM 1 Russell & Jenny (Arena)

Stephenson

5:30 PM 1 Deceased Members of
the Monte & DeSantis

Tony & Lisa Monte (UC)

Families
5:30 PM 1 Beverly Maggio (LC)
7:00 PM 1 Bernie Boglioli Audrey

8:30 PM t Rosa Alba Stranieri Mother Francesca

10:00 PM 1 Deceased Members of
the Rogowski Family

Mary Ann Rogowski

Saturday, December 25 (Christmas Day)
7:00 AM T Ed Thayer, Sr.

1 Joseph Welter

Pat Thayer & Family
Family
Joe & Carmel Mirarchi

Mom & Dad

1 Salvatore J. Mirarchi
8:30 AM T Kathryn Kellam Ross

10:00 AM t Harold J.& Julia R.
Bowman

Joseph & AnneMarie
Principe (UC)

1 Salvatrice (Doris)
Gervolino

Husband & Children (UC)

1 Rita S. Walker
10:00 AM 1 Michael & Ann Reilly
12:00 PM t Jay Filippo
1 Scott Opatosky
1 Peter J. Lucia
5:00 PM People of the Parish

Pat & Liz Gervolino (UC)
Basaman Family (LC)
Filippo Family

Carol & Rick Ferrante

Carol & Rick Ferrante

Sunday, December 26
7:00 AM 1 Mary Alterio

8:30 AM T George N. Lisa
1 William P. Lisa
10:00 AM t Vincent J. Pacera
12:00 PM t Lucian Chiarello
1 Jack DuBois
4:00 PM People of the Parish
7:00 PM t Daniel Driscoll

Rene & Jack Brignola
Anne & Bill Lisa

Anne & Bill Lisa
Joanne & Frank Buono
Nancy Murphy

Aschettino Family

Ciufo Family

* “Christmas Masses”: “UC” indicates Upper Church and “LC”
indicates Lower Church.

“PL” indicates Parking Lot Mass

“Arena” indicates Ocean First Arena at Monmouth University
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Journeying Together through the Synod

In the coming months, each

of us is invited to be a part of

a  synodal  conversation

somewhere in the Diocese.

Look for opportunities to

participate at your parish or

For a ‘Ynadd' Ch”ch cohort, at a Catholic.school

o1 escinations manen O Church — organization.

Please pray that together we

will hear the voice of God and be touched by his loving

hand as we listen. How will the synod inspire us to grow
in communion, in participation and in mission?

Syneod
20121

. Mﬂgloi'l

For more information and opportunities to participate,
visit www.dioceseoftrenton.org. Feel free to reach out
to Synod Co-Chairpersons, Deacon Pat Brannigan and
Mary Liz Ivins at Synod@dioceseoftrenton.org with
questions and suggestions.

Synod Praver

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather
together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at
home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go and how we are to
pursue it.
We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote
disorder.

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong
path nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity so that we may jour-
ney together to eternal life and not stray from
the way of truth and what is right.

All this we ask of You, who are at work in every
place and time, in the communion of the Father
and the Son, forever and ever. Amen.

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 20

The parish’s Advent/Pre-
Christmas Penance Service
will be on Monday, Decem-

{ber 20 from 7:30 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. immediately fol-
lowing the conclusion of
our Monday evening 7:00
p.m.

ADVENT
PENANCE
SERVICE

Mass. Four priests will be
available to hear Confes-
sions that night. All are in-
vited and welcome to attend
and receive the grace of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation
as part of our spiritual prep-
aration for the celebration of
Christmas.

“The Little Blue Book”

Advent and Christmas Season 2021-2022
These books contain six-minute reflections on the
Sunday Gospels of Liturgical Year C (beginning on
Sunday, Nov. 28). If you would like a free copy, they
are available in the back of the church.

The Center Sanctuary Candle will be lit this
week in memory of Rose and Frank Brown, | i
requested by Elizabeth and Fredrica Brown /f %

The St. Joseph’s Sanctuary Candle will be & E‘
lit this week in memory of Joseph Welter,
requested by his loving Family.

Advent/Christmas Movie Night in the Lower Church

)

St. Michael’s Presents A Christmas Favorite:
It’s A Wonderful Life
Sunday, December 19 at 5:00 p.m.

)

Please feel free to bring a sandwich or salad or the like for your supper during the movie.
Pizza, popcorn, and bottled water will be provided by the Parish Hospitality Committee.
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1)

(Please review the footnotes below this schedule for importlant information.)

2:00 p.m. (Parking Lot Mass) (2)
4:00 p.m. (Upper Church & Lower Church) (3)
4:00 p.m. (Ocean First Bank Center Arena at Monmouth University) (4)
5:30 p.m. (Upper Church & Lower Church)
7:00 p.m., 8:30 p.m. & 10:00 p.m. (Upper Church)

7:00 a.m. & 8:30 a.m. (Upper Church)
10:00 a.m. (Upper Church & Lower Church) (5)
12:00 Noon & 5:00 p.m. (Upper Church)

6)
The parish’s usual Sunday Mass schedule will be followed on this day.

BT e nl

1. Seating at all Masses this Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be limited to 330 in the Upper Church and 240 in
the Lower Church (approximstley 75% capacity) for obvious covid-related health and safety reasons and also to enhance
the prayerfulness of the Mass and to reduce crowdedness, noise, stress, and early exits. The doors will open thirty (30)
minutes prior to each Mass. If necessary for early arrivers, a line will be formed by the ushers along the church court-
yard and along the driveway on the south side of the church. Entrance to all Upper Church and Lower Church Masses
will be via one entance only at the East end of the building so that the ushers may keep an accurate count of those in the
building. Exiting the building at the conclusion of all Masses and in the event of an emergency will be via all exits.
Face masks and Communion-on-the-hand will be stongly encouraged though not required at al Masses. Communion
Ministers, altar servers, lectors, and priests will be wearing face masks.

2. We will follow our usual Parking Lot Mass procedure for this 2:00 p.m. Mass. The priest-celebrant will be located on
the stage in the parking lot (weather permitting). Communion will be distributed in the parking lot immediately after this
Mass concludes. This Mass will be live-streamed and viewable via the parish website and the parish YouTube channel.
This Mass can be heard via radio (within a one-mile radius of St. Michael’s) on 92.1 FM. Mass-goers at this hour may
also be seated in the Upper Church and in the Lower Church where they will be able to view the outdoor celebration of
this Mass on the indoor large-screen television monitor. Communion will be distributed in the Upper Church and Lower
Church immediately after the outdoor Parking Lot Mass concludes including its Final Blessing. In the event of inclem-
ent weather, this priest-celebrant will celebrate this Mass in the Upper Church and this Mass will be live-streamed and
radio-transmitted to those who are in their cars in the parking lot. The early 2:00 p.m. starting time for this Christmas
Eve Vigil Mass is with the permission of Bishop O’Connell for which we are very grateful.

3. This 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass in the Upper Church is the parish’s Family Christmas Mass. 1t will be live-
streamed and viewable via the parish website and the parish YouTube channel. It will be transmitted via radio (within a

(continued on page 5)
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(continued from page 4)

(Please review these footnotes for important information.)

one-mile radius of St. Michael’s) on 92.1 FM. An in-person priest will preside at each of these 4:00 Masses (in other
words, one priest will preside in-person at the Upper Church Mass at this hour and a second priest will be preside in-
person at the Lower Church Mass at this hour).

4. We are very grateful to Monmouth University for making the 4,200-seat basketball arena at the Ocean First Bank
Center (OFBC) available for this 4:00 Christmas Eve Mass and also grateful to Our Lady of Hope Parish for their coop-
eration with this Mass. Attending this Mass at the OFBC is strongly encouraged in light of the building’s spaciousness,
ample room for everyone to spread-out and socially distance, high-quality ventilation and air-filtration system, comfort-
able seating, convenient rest rooms, handicapped seating, and abundant parking. The University (our host) has the fol-
lowing campus-wide indoor event covid policies in effect and we will be following these policies at this Mass at the
OFBC: (a) all Mass-goers 18 years of age and over are required to provide proof (digital or on-paper) of covid vaccina-
tion or a negative covid test administered at or after 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 21 by a doctor's office or a clinic
(home test kit results are not acceptable); and (b) all Mass-goers at OFBC of all ages (except under two (2) years of age)
must wear a mask that completely covers the nose and mouth. Face shields are not acceptable under University poli-
cies. The vaccination and test materials will be checked by ushers at the entrance to the OFBC prior to Mass. The doors
at OFBC will open at 3:30 and Christmas music will commence at 3:30.

5. This Mass at 10:00 a.m. on Christmas Morning will be celebrated in the Upper Church and will be live-streamed and
radio-transmitted. Those who wish to remain in their cars in the parking lot (as we have done in the past for a “rainy day
Parking Lot Mass”) and view this Mass via the internet or listen to this Mass via 92.1 FM are invited to do so, and Com-
munion will be brought to those Mass-goers in their cars immediately after the conclusion of this indoor Upper Church
Mass.

6. With Christmas falling on a Saturday this year (and in answer to a question being asked frequently) it is necessary to
attend Mass fwice during the December 24th to 26th time frame in order to satisfy one’s two Mass obligations — the
Christmas holy day obligation and also the Sunday obligation.

Mass will be celebrated
this day at 8:00 a.m. and at
12:00 Noon for the Solemni-
ty of Mary, The Mother of
God (not a holy day of obli-
gation this year as noted to
the left) and also for a holy,
sacred, and sacramental be-
ginning to the New Year.
Also, Vigil Masses will be

A Vigil Mass for the So-
lemnity of Mary, The Ho-
ly Mother of God will be
celebrated at 4:00 p.m. on
Friday, December 31. This
Solemnity is not a holy
day of obligation this year
in the United States since
it falls on a Saturday this

The parish’s usual Sun-
day Mass schedule will be
followed on Sunday, Janu-
ary 2 (the Solemnity of the
Epiphany of the Lord).

year. Attendance at Mass
is encouraged to honor
the Blessed Mother.

celebrated at the usual times
on Saturday, January 1 to
tulfill the Sunday obligation.
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Blessing of Christmas Creche, Prayers,
and Carols: Saturday, December 18
and Sunday, December 19

The parish’s outdoor Christmas
Creche has been installed on the
W] rectory’s front lawn during recent
d days (please see the accompanying
1 photos from Advent 2018). The
9 Creche is a gift to the parish and to
&l the people of the parish and the
J community in memory of Rosa
Alba Stranieri from Rosa’s family.
On Saturday the 18th immediately after the 5:30 p.m.
Mass and on Sunday, December 19 7 :
immediately after the 10:00 a.m.
Mass we will gather at the Creche to 8

Rosa’s eternal rest, and to sing Si- |&
lent Night as a parish family. All are &
invited to attend and participate.

The Filipino Priests’ Asso-
ciation of the Diocese of Tren-
ton will be celebrating on
Monday, Dec. 27, 2021 a
Thanksgiving Mass for the
“500 Years of Christianity in
the Philippines.” Mass will
start at 11:00 a.m. at Our Lady
giﬂed fo giVE Queen of Peace Parish Center
TGRS (1602 Marne Hwy.
Hainesport, NJ.) All are welcome and invited.

It’s Advent/Christmas-Time in the City

Several of our St. Michael’s CCD 8th Grade students —
who are preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation in
March 2022 — together with parents, chaperones, DRE
Mr. Kevin Connelly, and Fr. John traveled to New York
City on Saturday, December 4. Fr. John celebrated Mass
for the group in the Lady Chapel of St. Patrick’s Cathe-
dral. Later in the evening the group (]omed by Fr. Mark)

visited the Christmas Tree at Rockefeller Center and at-
tended the monthly Catholic Underground event (supper,
Holy Hour, Eucharistic Adoration, Confessions, music)
conducted by the priests and brothers of the Community
of the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal (CFRs) at the
Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel on the Upper East
Side of Manhattan. It was an enjoyable day/evening for
all and an opportunity to grow in faith and friendship and
to experience the beauty and excitement of St. Patrick’s
and Manbhattan at this unique time of the year. Thank you
to Mr. Connelly for planning and organizing the trip and
to everyone who participated.

St. Vincent dePaul Society

Christmas is approaching quickly. Donations of food
cards to local stores will be appreciated. Nonfood items
such as paper products, cleaning supplies, and personal
items such as shampoo,
soap and deodorant will be
gratefully accepted as these
cannot be purchased with

T S?fson
|

chwood Ave., West Long VI n Q

Branch, NJ 07764. Thank
you.

The U.S. Bishops' Teaching
Document on the Eucharist

Last month the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) issued its anticipated teaching document on the
Eucharist. It is highly recommended reading for all Catho-
lics and it may be accessed at the Bishops' website
at https://www.usccb.org/resources/mystery-eucharist-life
-church and on our parish website. A similar teaching
document on the Eucharist was also issued by the USCCB
in 2006. An excerpt from that document was published in
the parish bulletin last month. The entire text of the 2006
USCCB document on the Eucharist is also highly recom-
mended reading and it may be accessed at https://
www.usccb.org/resources/statement-happy-are-those-who
-are-called-to-his-supper-2006-11-14 0.pdf and on our
parish website. The Eucharist is the source and summit of
our Catholic faith. All are urged to be knowledgeable on
what the Eucharist is (the True, Real Presence of Jesus)
and on what the Eucharist is not ("a mere symbol" and
similarly inadequate words) and everyone is urged to do a
personal examination of his/her knowledgeable and well-
formed conscience to assess one's own worthiness to re-
ceive the Blessed Sacrament each time one approaches the
altar to say "Amen" to the Body of Christ and to all that it
is and embodies.
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MONMOUTH COUNTY SIMBANG GABI
BEGAN MONDAY, DECEMBER 13 AND CONTINUES
THROUGH TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21

Simbang Gabi is the Filipino custom of offering a nightly Mass each day for nine nights
preceding Christmas Day to help the faithful prepare themselves for the joyous, yet sol-
»4 emn, celebration of the birth of our Lord. All are welcome to attend and participate in
2 our county’s Simbang Gabi. Masses start at 7:00 p.m. The Rosary will be prayed and
8 confessions will be heard 30 minutes before every Mass. Please observe the health and
=== safety protocols that are in place in parishes that are hosting the Simbang Gabi.

Sunday, December 19.............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i eseeeie e . .e. .. 1 PM Mass at St. Joseph, Keyport

Monday, December 20............cceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeseesieeeneennenn. /. PM Mass at St. Dorothea, Eatontown

Tuesday, December 21.............ccociiiiiiiiiiiesiieciecieeceesieee oo e ..o ... 1 PM Mass at St. Clement, Matawan
REIGIC US Nativity Scene at Monmouth University
o 4E ]Dijc A i?“ ION The Nativity Scene at Monmouth University was recently

erected near Wilson Hall by the students of Catholic Campus
Ministry at Monmouth University (CCM). The students were

{ ’ﬁ,:[!f[" g«' :

e CCD Family Advent/Pre-Christmas Mass: Saturday, accompanied by Cristina [
December 18 at 5:30 p.m. and Sunday, December 19 at D’ Averso-Collins Wit

10:00 a.m. (Director of CCM) and ji "7/ &
e Blessing of the Parish’s Outdoor Christmas Creche| |Er- Mark Nillo who is BEZieg

(front lawn of the Rectory): Immediately following the ::;:HC gsapll’z:;g}fiaicgi[czi ’ F

Family Pre-Christmas Mass on Saturday, December 18| |poe at St. Michael’s. |4
at 5:30 p.m. and on Sunday, December 19 at 10:00 a.m. Fr. Mark blessed the |

e Sacrament of Confirmation: March 10, 2022. students and the créche |

and with that the stu-
dents’ Advent Seaso

was off to a very stron

Parish Office Christmas Hours | [star

The parish business office will be closed from Friday,
December 24 through and including Monday, Jan. 3
except as noted below. The office will reopen at 830
am. on Tuesday, Jan.4,2022. The parish office WILL
BE OPEN for business on Monday, Dec. 27, 2021
from 8:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. that day .

While the office is closed during these days of Christ-

mas Week:

o If there is an urgent need for assistance from a priest
or from the parish staff, please call the parish office’s
main number (732-222-8080) and the answering ser-
vice will handle your call and arrange for an appro-
priate response.

» Masses and Confessions will take place at their usual
weekday times while the business office is closed ment” noted on the
during Christmas Week. Please note the schedule of

Masses for the Christmas Season on pages 4 and 5 of melrlréocileriﬁ?[ g;rflzselllt;ls (I)lr(;
this bulletin. P

debit cards.

Our Parish Christmas
Ornaments are again
available for purchase
during the current Advent
Season. Supplies are lim-
ited. Please see the ac-
companying photos. Each
ornament is $25 and may
be purchased at the Parish Office during
business hours through Thursday, Decem-
ber 23. Payment may be _
made by check (payable
to St. Michael’s Church
with “Christmas Orna-
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Weekend Collection & Attendance

Thank You!

Saturday, December 11, 2021

4:00 PM Mass $1,918.00 142 people
5:30 PM Mass $641.00 81 people
7:00 PM Mass $677.00 58 people
Sunday, December 12, 2021
7:00 AM Mass $1,152.00 79 people
8:30 AM Mass $1,378.00 96 people
10:00 AM Mass $1,651.00 127 people
12:00 PM Mass $2,092.00 143 people
4:00 PM Mass $798.00 94 people
7:00 PM Mass $1,107.00 107 people

Mailed-in Envelopes for the December 12 Collection and for
Previous Sunday Collections during the Pandemic Lockdown:

$3,220.00

This Week’s Total: $14,634.00
Same Week’s Total Last Year: $13,795.00

Immaculate Conception: 3,672.00
Second Collection: Religious Retirement $4,093.00

ON THE CALENDAR AT
St1. MicHAEL's CHURCH
CCD Family Advent/Pre-
Christmas Mass

Blessing of Parish’s Outdoor
Christmas Creche (Rectory Front
Lawn)

Advent Penance Service

Christmas

Mary, The Mother of God

Rally for Life

Collection for Earthquake Relief/

Reconstruction for St. Francis De
Sales Church in Les Cayes, Haiti

SALENDAR
A
%

Saturday, December 18 at 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 19 at 10:00 a.m.

Saturday, December 18, 2021
(Immediately after 5:30 p.m. Mass)
Sunday, December 19, 2021
(Immediately after 10:00 a.m. Mass)

Monday, December 20,2021

7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in Upper Church
after 7:00 p.m. Mass

(See Page 3 for Details)

December 25, 2021
January 1,2022

January 14, 2022 in Trenton, NJ
January 21, 2022 in Washington, DC

January 2022
(Dates TBD)

SAVE THE DATE
MARCH FOR LIFE 2022 WASHINGTON D.C.

The 49th Annual National March for Life
is scheduled for Friday, January 21, 2022
in Washington, DC. Please save the
date. In addition, the New Jersey Rally
for Life is scheduled for Friday, January
14, 2022 in Trenton. Please save that
date. Plans will be announced in the com-
ing weeks regarding our parish's partici-

pation in both events. Please pray for an end to abortion
and for conversion, reconciliation, and healing.

Rosarian Prayer Group

PRAYERS FOR THE
SICK OF THE
PARISH
This is a list of
parishioners,
relatives, and friends
who are in needof
our prayers for
healing. Our
Rosarians also pray
every Saturday for
all the parishioners
of St. Michael’s.
Please note that
intentions will be

listed-for two months
and then removed,
unless the requestor
calls to renew for
another two months.
Please also note that
according to the
HIPPA & privacy
laws only the sick
themselves or family
members may request
to be added to the list.
Contact the Parish
Office for all prayer
requests. Thank you

and may Our Lord
grant healing to all
those who are
suffering and in need
of our prayers.
Week 1
June Scavone
Ann Olivadoti
Week 2
Johnny Mazza, Jr.
Week 3

Jacob and Jaxson
Rivera

Covid Policies at Monmouth University
for Christmas Eve 4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass

We’re looking forward to|  —

being on the campus of
Monmouth University for
our Christmas Eve 4:00
p.m. Vigil Mass. Please
see Pages 4 and 5 for fur-
ther information. And
please note the covid poli-
cies that will be in effect
on the campus when we
visit there on Christmas
Eve as pictured in these
photos of the signs posted
at the University’s Ocean
First Bank Center.

: ALL FANS 18+
~ MUST PROVIDE
.~ PROOF OF

VACCINATION
OR NEGATIVE
COVID TEST
FOR ENTRY.

WELCOME!

MASKS REQUIRED
regardless of
vaccination status.

Sy
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A Prayer Amid an Epidemic
By Kerry Weber

America

Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages
“curing every disease and illness.” At your com-
mand, the sick were made well. Come to our aid
now, in the midst of the global spread of the corona-
virus, that we may experience your healing love.

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they
regain their strength and health through quality med-
ical care.

Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from
working together and neighbors from helping one
another.

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim
invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders.

Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this
time of uncertainty and sorrow.

Be with those who have died from the virus. May
they be at rest with you in your eternal peace.

Be with the families of those who are sick or have
died. As they worry and grieve, defend them from
illness and despair. May they know your peace.

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medi-
cal professionals who seek to heal and help those
affected and who put themselves at risk in the pro-
cess. May they know your protection and peace.

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the
foresight to act with charity and true concern for the
well-being of the people they are meant to serve.
Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term solu-
tions that will help prepare for or prevent future out-
breaks. May they know your peace, as they work
together to achieve it on earth.

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by
many people suffering from this illness or only a
few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and
mourn, persist and prepare. In place of our anxiety,
give us your peace. Jesus Christ, heal us.

Available at americamagazine.org/faith/2020/03/02
coronavirus-prayer. Kerry Weber is an executive
editor of America.

Communion Visits;
Confession Visits; Anointing
of the Sick

W Please keep in mind that the par-
% J ish priests and our lay Extraordinary

E h Ministers of the Eucharist are avail-
uc aI'IStIC able and eager to bring Communion

Mlnlsters to parishioners who are in the hospi-
tal (nursing homes, assisted living

facilities, rehab centers, and hospices, too) and to parish-
ioners who are at home but unable to get to
church. Please contact Mary Valan at the
parish office or Dotty O'Hara at (908)310-
6497 to make arrangements. Hospitals and
other healthcare facilities generally do not
notify the parish office regarding their
Catholic patients who desire to receive
Sacraments. And so it falls to the patient |
herself/himself or to a family member or B
friend to contact the parish office to make
the request. The parish priests will also very gladly make
a hospital visit or home visit to hear a Confession and/or
administer the Sacrament of the Sick (“Anointing of the
Sick™) in addition to bringing Holy Communion. Please
remember to contact the parish office or Dotty to make
these arrangements. Thank you.

PARISH COUNSELING SERVICES

A joint effort of the Diocese of Trenton and Catholic
Charities provides licensed professionals for short term
counseling (up to six sessions) to parishioners dealing with
difficult issues, for example, job-stress, family concerns,
and bereavement. Contact your pastor or parish priest for
additional information and referral. The fee is $90 per ses-
sion, but, if needed, financial assistance is available through
the Diocese of Trenton Parish Counseling Services.
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Ralph and Eleanor 1/0 The Boeckman Family

: SUPPORT OUR TROOPS! Many of
AN . our troops are still deployed. There is

A a complete list of most needed items
‘ in the back of the church. Monetary
donations towards shipping costs are
accepted. Checks may be made paya-
ble to Eagles Up. A tax receipt can be
provided upon request.
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& (Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email FUNERAL HOME

“THE SUPERMARKET WITH SUPERPRICES” & eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

222-8900 320 3rd Ave., Long Branch vyww.l:athulicl:ruisesangnurs.com
4 & T Caring attention in
L : - CHOCOLATES Y 4| William J. Boglioli, Manager/Owner
peseamrns e .
AUTOMOTIVE INC. ‘leaysaGift in N.J. Lic. No. 3652
Good Taste” Lifelong Parishioners of St. Michael’s Parish
732.542.7847 10 Morrell Street, Long Branch, NJ 07740
www.criterionchocolates.com f A 732-229-0122

125 Lewis Street, Eatontown

www.woolleyboglioli.com

GUTTER DOCTOB(H'} Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Rt 36, Keyport Rt 37, Toms River Rt 37, Toms River

732.264.4333 732.797.3000  732.349.3030
Free professional ad design & my help!

WWW.PINEBELTAUTO.COM
email: sales@jspaluch.com

JOSEPH URAS MONUMENTS For Information ... Call
MONUMENTS * GRANITE & BRONZE MARKERS 800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

MAUSOLEUMS « CEMETERY LETTERING

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! & =
100 Rt. 9, Manalapan 601 Rt. 35, Middletown 173 Rt. 37 W., Toms River ssgrilzglﬂl;iere Solatons s Lowes $ 19,9 amontn BB <
6025-1822 671-1122 473-1122 iend il FREE Shipping
vFriends/Famlly ., votion f\ pAA |
S /% | Z\\ NO Long Term Contracts This Button SAVES Lives!
»
{ 88 Brighton Avenue oo P eedt
S \t OPEN 7 DAYS West End, NJ 07740 [c\]I(‘)IWLI 800 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/FaILI De::::hf)n e
. o di. Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
/ '\'.\' 732-222-8728 www.scalaspizzeria.com pavepe afﬂ;ﬂé’,‘maem * MDMedAlert Easy setup, No Contract
Mo reriss=" Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide!  24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

4+  Consider Remembering y = M
A%, Your Parish in Your Will 5 % or an
Y B For further information, ‘(/ / F I N Da PA RI S H ¢ Com basement waterproofing

please call the Parish Office. The Most Complete Online In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
National Directo ry * French Drains * Foundation Repair * Mold Remediation
. . All Work Guaranteed
of Catholic Parishes 877-401-4777

CHECK IT OUT TODAY! morganbasementwaterproofing.com
Protecting Seniors

TOTAL FLOOR CARE, LLC
Nationwide

CARPET, UPHOLSTERY, TILE/STONE CLEANING & SEALING
MaRrBLE & Woob FLoOR IVIAINTENANCE
Serving Monmouth and Ocean Counties Medical Alert System
OFFICE (732) 280-5577 S $29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

Grow in your faith, = * One Free Month

CCIi'hO"ClTIGfCh@ O N E b) PA R I S H Cfg‘r?ngcl\{k\?vsiihgygir * No Long-Term Contract
2 * Price Guarantee
N SAW J e rsey Download Our: FreelApplor\Visic CGJ\I;:% I%Seo %%ﬁ?lty - . Easy Self Installation

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com = 2| Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608.
DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL

= ' NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL BIIMMIIIII'I'Y"
J. UCH
CatholicMatch.com/myNJ mmomu. PUBLISHER OF cnum:ll BULL
K Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

* Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
» Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823 ¢ EAn MONEY:
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.cOM /00 GOOD! wiake A
wnan.jspaluch.com POSITIVE IMPACT!

et this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

Q .
D AM] AN@ email - for FREE!

FUNERAL HOME Signuphere:

www.DamianoFuneralHome.com . .
73222222312 www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

191 Franklin Avenue, Long Branch, New Jersey 07740

RJ. “Bud” Damiano, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3869 Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc. E S
Family cwned and cperated since 1932
511550 St Michael Church www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263
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