ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH
September 6, 2026 | Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

DALy MAss

Mon — Sat: 8:00 AM | Mon: 7:00 PM

First Friday 12:15 p.m. in Latin in Feb, Apr,
June, Aug, Oct, Dec. In English in Jan, Mar,
May, July, Sept, Nov. And 5:30 PM (on First
Friday) in English in all months.

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday: 4:00 PM, 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM

Sunday: 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM,
4:00 PM, 7:00 PM

RECONCILIATION

Monday through Saturday: after the 8:00 a.m.
Mass until 9:00 a.m.

Monday Night: after the 7:00 p.m. Mass until 8:00
p.m.

Sunday: after the 7:00 a.m. Mass until 8:00 a.m.;
6:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. prior to the 7:00 p.m. Mass.
First Fridays: after the 12:15 p.m. Mass until 1:15
p.m. After the 5:30 Mass until 6:30 p.m.

On the Thursday evenings immediately preceding
First Fridays, Confessions are heard (7:15 p.m. to
7:45 p.m.) during the monthly Holy Hour for Vo-
cations.

SEPTEMBER 8

MARRIAGES

Couples who wish to marry at the parish should
contact the Parish Office for a Marriage Request
Form, and for further information. The bride or
groom, or their parents/grandparents must be
registered parishioners for at least eighteen
months prior to the proposed wedding date to
make arrangements. There is a twelve month
timeline for wedding preparations.

BAaprpTISMS

Baptisms take place generally on Sundays at 1:15
PM. Other days/times can also be arranged. Par-
ents must be registered parishioners, and can call
the Parish Office for information and scheduling.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

To enroll your child for our Religious Education
classes, please contact Kevin Connelly, (732)483-
0360, ext. 2 at the Religious Education Office.

PARISH OFFICE PARISH STAFF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

800 Ocean Avenue | Long Branch, NJ 07740 Rev. John K. Butler. Pastor OFFICE
_ . . . .

Ph: (732) 222'8?8(.) |hFXl (732) 870-1174 Mark Brown, Parish Business Manager 800 Ocean Avenue | Lower Church |

Www.stimichacinj.com Kevin Connelly, Director of Religious Ed. Long Branch, NJ 07740

Monday through Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Emily Carroll, Parish Secretary Ph: (732) 483-0360 ext. 2

(closed 12:00 Noon -1:00 p.m. for lunch) Mary Valan, Wedding Coordinator
Live answering service phone coverage at all  Lauren Walters, Acting Music Director ST. VINCENT DE PAuL
other times. Larry Swenson, Maintenace Coordinator 732-483-0360 ext. 1
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MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, September 5

8:00 AM t Dr. Gabriel Philip
Jasper MD

4:00 PM t Bill McNiskin

1 Drew Szmania
5:30 PM Special Intention

T William A. Schmidt
7:00 PM People of the Parish

Sunday, September 6
7:00 AM 1 Rose Solan

T Rosa Alba Stranieri
1 Francesca Stranieri
8:30 AM 1 Carol Orlovsky
1 Rose Notaro
1 Jay Filippo
10:00 AM t Kathleen Agresto

1 Robin Cornell Polara

12:00 PM 1 Don & Kathy Basaman

1 Martha Napierala
4:00 PM t Giuliana Hillgrube

1 Irene F. & Edward W.
Moskal, Sr.

7:00 PM 1 Sharon Mankin

1 Maxine Mankin

Monday, September 7
8:00 AM t Pro-Life Cause

1 Betty Jane Shaw
7:00 PM 1 Ethel Delaney

1 William Thomson 11

Tuesday, September 8
8:00 AM t Marie Scrivo

1 Azon Molino

1 Thomas Moore, Sr.

Wednesday, September 9
8:00 AM 1 James McLoughlin

1 John Eisele

Anonymous

Jane, Katie & Peter

Jane Farmer

Wife & Children

Esposito Family

Ed & Laura Mogila Family
with love, Lia

Family

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Romano
Lynn DeCastro

Basaman Family
Grandaughers

Anonymous

Barbara & Edward W.
Moskal, Jr.

Jorie Berube

Jorie Berube

Friends of Sylvia Marsico
Jack & Margaret Shaw
Family

Family

Joe & Diane Alessi
Family
Michael Murphy

Patricia Monahan

¢

or where two or three are gathered

together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them."
- Matthew 18:20

Thursday, September 10
8:00 AM 1t Gennaro Chiarello

1 James Murdocco

Friday, September 11
8:00 AM 1 Rosemary Lloyd

1 Vincent Stasio Jr

Saturday, September 12
8:00 AM 1 Michael Esposito

1 Pro-Life Cause
4:00 PM t Dolores Jackson

1 Sadie Colasurdo
5:30 PM Special Intention

1 Arlene Albano
7:00 PM People of the Parish

Sunday, September 13
7:00 AM t Charles Murrin

8:30 AM 1 Frederick Easu
T Rita Cittadino

1 Pamela Gatta

10:00 AM Special Intention
Children's Rosary

1 Our Grandparents

1 Grandparents of
Buono & D'Apolito
Families

12:00 PM 1 Helen Pardee
T Scott Opatosky
4:00 PM 1 Dan DeSeno
1 Jay Filippo
7:00 PM People of the Parish

Margaret Clinton

Margaret Clinton

Jo Ann Dorgan
Linda

Grandchildren

Dennis Jackson

Daughter Jean Discepola

Agnes & Paul D'Angelo

Theresa
Daughters

Christopher M. Cittadino &
Children

Mom & Dad

Thorne, Cannon,
Zimmermann Families

Frank & Joanne Buono

Mullin Family
Mom & Rick
Carmel Jasper

Family
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It’s that time of year when the sun sets on summer
and the children go back to school. And as important as
reading, writing, and arithmetic are, nothing is more im-
portant than learning our Catholic faith. We cannot truly
love God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - if we do not
truly know God.

All public-school Catholic children in grades 1
thru 8 should be enrolled in a CCD program.

St. Michael’s offers CCD classes at 4:00 p.m. on
Tuesdays at St. Jerome’s School beginning September
15. (For those who cannot attend at that time, there is a
homeschool option.) Children need to be registered now,
so please pick up a registration form in the back of the
church or request one by email
at kconnelly(@stmichaelnj.com.

Confirmation students have a separate registration
form and they meet on Mondays at 5:30 p.m. at St.
Michael's in the Lower Church.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES:

1. Aug. 12-Sept. 8: REGISTRATION FORM is due.
September 8 is a firm DEADLINE.

2. Sept. 8, Tuesday at 7PM: Mandatory Parent
Meeting at St. Michael’s. At least one parent must
attend please.

3. Sept. 15, Tuesday at 4PM: CCD Classes 1 — 7
begin at St. Jerome’s.

4. Sept. 21, Monday at 5:30PM: Confirmation
sessions begin at St. Michael’s.

5. Sept. 22, Tuesday at 4PM: Mass of the Holy
Spirit to Commence the CCD School Year. At St.
Michael’s Church. Mandatory attendance for all
CCD students in Grades 1-7. Attendance will be
taken. Parents and other family members are
welcome to attend.

Mr. Connelly (our D.R.E.) will speak about the
CCD program at several of this weekend’s Masses.

FR. ALPHONSE STEPHENSON AND HIS 1940s BIG BAND

THIS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 at 5:00 P.M.

to the public. Concert-goers are invited to bring a picnic-
style meal, lawn chairs, beach blankets, etc. AND ARE
STRONGLY ENCOURAGED to attend the 4:00 Mass
preceding the concert or the 7:00 p.m. Mass following the
concert. Several of the accompanying photos are from Fr.
Alphonse’s outdoor concert here at St. Michael’s in 2023.
Please pray for perfect weather and please mark your
calendars for this very special evening at St. Michael’s.

Labor Day Weekend

The parish will again
be hosting Fr. Alphonse
Stephenson and His
1940s Big Band for an
early evening of delight-
ful outdoor summer
music  this  Sunday,
September 6 at 5:00 p.m.
on the church’s front
lawn.

This concert

will be free-of-
charge and open
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Second Collection This Weekend
September 5 and 6
Catholic University of America

This weekend, parishes throughout the United States
will take up the National Collection for the Catholic Uni-
versity of America. Catholic University is a national
research university, in the heart of Washington D.C.,
with over 5,700 undergraduate and graduate students in
more than 250 academic programs. By giving to the col-
lection, you are supporting future Catholic leaders, both
religious and lay, who are being formed by an exception-
al, faith-rooted education. The University’s various re-
search and training initiatives support dioceses and par-
ishes in responding to the most pressing needs of their
faithful. A few examples of how the University serves he
Church and nation include The Catholic Project, an initi-
ative that aims to heal the breach of trust many have ex-
perienced as a result of the crisis in the Church; a mas-
ter’s program in Ecclesial Administration and Manage-
ment; and a credentialing program that prepares recent
graduates to serve as campus ministers. For more infor-
mation visit: collection.catholic.edu to learn more.

Please make checks payable to St. Michael’s Church.

25th Anniversary of 9/11

On Friday, September 11 we will commemorate the
25th anniversary of 9/11 with a solemn Memorial
Mass for the Preservation of Peace and Justice at 8:00
a.m. Fr, Alphonse Stephenson will be the principal
celebrant and homilist. Fr. Butler and several of our
weekend visiting priests will concelebrate. Members
of the Long Branch Fire Department will be attending
this Mass. All are invited and welcome.

Do you have an over abundance of reus-
able food bags? St. Vincent de Paul's pan-
try can use them for their food distribution.
They can be dropped off in their food bin at

the back of the church during
Mass or at our food distribution in the third
Saturday of the month. They must be in
good, clean condition. If you get a chance,
stop in on that third Saturday to see our
food organization. New volunteers are wel-
come!




Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time September 6, 2026 Page 5

St. Michael's
By the Sea Day
2026
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Inviting All Parish Volunteers

Rectory Porch Open House for
All Parish Volunteers During
Fr. Alphonse’s Big Band Concert

The volunteers of St. Michael’s Church — ushers,
Eucharistic Ministers, lectors, altar servers,
collection counters, CCD catechists/teachers and
teachers aides, Rosarians, St. Vincent dePaul help-
ers, gardeners, choir members — are warmly invited
to an Open House on the Rectory front porch during
Fr. Alphonse’s 1940s Big Band Concert this Sunday
the 6th. Light refreshments will be served. Limited

seating on the porch for
the concert will be
available for the parish
volunteers attending the
performance. The Open
House’s doors will open
at 4:45 p.m. shortly after
the conclusion of the
4:00 p.m. Mass.
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Each of us has a vi-
tal part TOGETHER
in all we do in
Christ’s name, and
each of us can share
in all we do with a
gift to the Annual
Catholic  Appeal Parish Goal = $89,000
(ACA). Our single

Act of Faith propels o CX Nive  After Twenty-Nine _ After Twenty-Ni
the works of love er 1wenty-Nine er Twenty-Nine er Twenty-Nine

. Weekends Weekends Weekends
that build up our

Church. You make Sl $101,038

that happen with a S $99,000 :23’2(1)3*
generous gift to the ’
ACA. Your contribu-

tion does make a dif-

ference! Please help.

Please contribute.

Please make a

pledge.

These three “thermometers” compare our parish’s 2024
vs. 2025 vs. 2026 results-to-date in the Annual Catholic
Appeal. The thermometers indicate that the campaign is
going well and that we have passed the $85,000 and
95% marks. This year’s total after twenty-nine week-
ends is still behind the pace of the two previous years but we are gaining and
getting closer to the finish line. Thank you for your support of the Annual
Catholic Appeal. Together we can do great things!

*This $87,411 figure is
approximately 98.2% of
our parish goal. It was
received through and
including the twenty-
eighth weekend of the
campaign (tallied as of
Aug 28) from 269
pledgers or check-
writing contributors
(and many unidentified,
unquantified cash con-
tributors) all of whom
comprise approximately
13.6% of the 1,972 reg-
istered households of
the parish. Thank you!
The Diocese sent a Di-
ocesan-wide  mailing
during the week of Feb-
ruary 12 to all of our
registered parishioners
and past ACA contribu-
tors asking for prayerful
consideration of a
pledge/contribution  to
the Appeal. Please help
to the extent that you
can.
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National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children
Saturday, September 12, 2026

On Saturday, September 12, our parish will join in the National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children,
calling on Catholics and pro-life Americans to honor the gravesites of our aborted brothers and sisters. Solemn
prayer vigils are being conducted at gravesites across the United States in memory of aborted children. We are en-
couraged to carry on the spiritual mission of this Day of Remembrance throughout the year by visiting a gravesite
of aborted children and by offering of prayers of mourning, prayers for healing and reconciliation, and prayers for
an end to abortion.

Prayers for these intentions will be prayed at all of our Masses here at St. Michael’s during the weekend of Sep-
tember 12-13. Our 8:00 a.m. Mass on Saturday the 12th will
be concelebrated by our parish priest and several of our
weekend visiting priests (with musical accompaniment); the
Mass’s intention will be for the heavenly rest of aborted chil- Saturday,
dren. Holy Mary, Mother of God, please guide our aborted Sept. 12th,
children into heaven, come to our aid in bringing an end to 2026
abortion, and assist pregnant women with bringing their ba-
bies to term and then with caring for their babies after the
births.

NEW JERSEY RIGHT
TO LIFE RAFFLE
FUNDRAISER

The weekend of Sep-

tember 26 & 27 Jersey

Right to Life raffle tickets

will be sold at all Masses

at St. Michael’s. Please show your

support for LIFE by buying a raffle
ticket. The cost is $10 per ticket.

Proceeds will benefit New Jersey Right
to Life, the state’s oldest and largest Pro-
life organization, dedicated to protecting
all human life from conception to natural
death.

This year’s prizes are :

1* prize - Volvo XC40 AWD SUV
2" prize-$1,000 ShopRite Gift Card
3" prize -$750 ShopRite Gift Card
4™ prize-$500 ShopRite Gift Card




age 10

September 6, 2026

www.stmichaelnj.com

SUMMET 2026 aT
ST. MICHAtL'S




Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 6, 2026

Page 11

Bus Trip to Resorts Casino
in Atlantic City
When: Tuesday, September 15, 2026

Cost: $40.00 (Receive $20.00 back
at Casino and free refreshments on the bus).

Bus leaves St. Michael’s Church
at 10:15 a.m.

For more information and to make a
reservation call Peter at 732-801-6886

The next Baptism preparation class for parents is
scheduled for Saturday, September 12 at 11:45 a.m.
in the Lower Church. Please call the parish office to
register in advance.

PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH

YEARLY MASS INTENTIONS
May 2027
+Susan Whitman 1/0 Lex and Janet Tucci
+Ronald Lubischer t/o Joyce Lubischer

August 2027

+ Rita N. Cittadino t/o Christopher M.

Cittadino & Children

Weekend Collection & Attendance

Thank You!
Saturday, August 29, 2026
4:00 PM Mass $1,808.00 181 people
5:30 PM Mass $885.00 106 people
7:00 PM Mass $730.00 67 people
Sunday, August 30, 2026
7:00 AM Mass $1,644.00 98 people
8:30 AM Mass $1,736.00 154 people
10:00 AM Mass $1,242.00 129 people
12:00 PM Mass $1,978.00 132 people
4:00 PM Mass $962.00 118 people
7:00 PM Mass $1,404.00 163 people

Mailed-in Envelopes for the August 30 collection and for
previous Sunday collections: $524.00

This Week’s Total: $12,913.00
Same Week’s Total Last Year: $14,786.00
Second Collection: Annual Catholic Appeal: $1,530.00

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday,
September 7 in observance of Labor Day. The
Parish Office will reopen on Tuesday, September
8 at 8:30 a.m.

Weekday Masses will be celebrated as usual at 8:00
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Labor Day, Monday, September
7 with Confessions from 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and
after the 7:00 p.m. Mass until 8:00 p.m.

ON THE CALENDAR AT
St. MicHAEL'S CHURCH

Annual Catholic Appeal 2026 Commenced February 14-15; Ongoing

CCD Registration August 12, 2026-September 8, 2026
(Registration deadline: Sept. 8) Classes begin September 15 & 21
(See Page 3 for details)

Fr. Alphonse’s 1940s Sunday, September 6, 2026
Big Band Concert 500 p.m.
(See Page 3 for details)

Memorial Mass for Friday, September 11, 2026
25th Anniversary of 9/11 8:00 a.m.
(See Page 4 for details)

Baptism Preparation Class Saturday, September 12, 2026
11:45 a.m.

Thursday, October 8, 2026
9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
(See Page 9 for details)

New Jersey Bishops’ Mass for
Life and March for Life
(Bishop O’Connell presiding)




