
 

The Ascension of the Lord                                                           May 17, 2026                                                                        Page 1  

May 17, 2026 | The Ascension of the Lord  

 

Monday through Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. (closed 12:00 Noon -1:00 p.m. for lunch) 

 

 

Answering service phone coverage at all other 
times.  

Daily Mass  
Mon – Sat: 8:00 AM  |  Mon: 7:00 PM 
First Friday 12:15 p.m. in Latin in Feb, Apr, 
June, Aug, Oct, Dec.  In English in Jan, Mar, 
May, July, Sept, Nov.  And 5:30 PM (on First 
Friday) in English in all months. 
 

Weekend Masses  
Saturday: 4:00 PM, 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM 
Sunday: 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM, 
4:00 PM, 7:00 PM  
 

Reconciliation  
Monday through Saturday: after the 8:00 a.m. 
Mass until 9:00 a.m.  
Monday Night: after the 7:00 p.m. Mass until 8:00 
p.m.  
Sunday: after the 7:00 a.m. Mass until 8:00 a.m.; 
6:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. prior to the 7:00 p.m. Mass. 
First Fridays: after the 12:15 p.m. Mass until 1:15 
p.m. After the 5:30  Mass until 6:30 p.m.  

 
 

 
 

On the Thursday evenings immediately preceding 
First Fridays, Confessions are heard (7:15 p.m. to 
7:45 p.m.) during the monthly Holy Hour for Vo-
cations. 
 

 

Marriages  
Couples who wish to marry at the parish should 
contact the Parish Office for a Marriage Request 
Form, and for further information.  The bride or 
groom, or their parents/grandparents must be 
registered parishioners for at least eighteen 
months prior to the proposed wedding date to 
make arrangements. There is a twelve month 
timeline for wedding preparations. 
 

Baptisms  
Baptisms take place generally on Sundays at 1:15 
PM. Other days/times can also be arranged. Par-
ents must be registered parishioners, and can call 
the Parish Office for information and scheduling. 
 

Religious Education  
To enroll your child for our Religious Education 
classes, please contact Kevin Connelly, (732)483-
0360, ext. 2 at the Religious Education  Office.  
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Saturday, May 16   
8:00 AM † Fr. Phil Brady 

  

 † Brian McAndrew Jo Ann Dorgan 

 † James Ducharme, Sr Renee Mazza 

4:00 PM † Maureen Hakim Chelsea & Michael DeRario 

 † James Aira Margie & Joe Wargo 

5:30 PM † Elizabeth Carr Janice, Fred, Kathleen        
& Isabel Carr 

 Special Intention   

7:00 PM † Emilia & Julius Simonelli Family  

 
† Hector Molino Family  

 People of the Parish   

    

Sunday, May 17   
7:00 AM † Robert Breeden Breeden Family 

 † Ethel Delaney Family  

8:30 AM † Anthony (Tony) J.         
DeSantis 

Tricia Vincelli 

 † Gordon Collins Fred & Janice Carr 

  For All Police Officers;        
National Police Week 

 

10:00 AM † Noel Vassallo Vassallo Family 

 † James Massaro Sudman Family 

12:00 PM † Mary Mullin Family  

 † Brian McAndrew Kenny DeFranco 

4:00 PM † Marco Lugo Linda Mellone 

 † Mr. Anthony DeSantis Linda & Gina DeSieno 

7:00 PM People of the Parish   
 Jerry Levine (Birthday)   

M A SS  I N TE N T I O N S  

Monday, May 18   
8:00 AM Pro-Life Cause Friends of Sylvia Marsico 

 † Jane Wilczak Jane, Peter & Katie 

7:00 PM Special Intention:                     
Eli Carrier 

 

 † Linda Grasso Lee & Patty Gesner 

   

Tuesday, May 19   
8:00 AM † Brian McAndrew Bill & Mary Richards 

 † Rosemary Lloyd Bill & Mary Richards 

 
  

 Wednesday, May 20  

8:00 AM † John Dorgan SVDP Society 

 † Joseph Dougherty Joe & Diane Alessi 

Thursday, May 21   
8:00 AM Special Intention:                        

Mimi Paolise 
Linda 

 † Bob McAllister Jane, Peter & Katie 

   

Friday, May 22   
8:00 AM † Eileen Dunphy Rear                          

& Family 
Basaman Family 

 
† Brian McAndrew Jack & Cathy McDonald 

   

Saturday, May 23   
8:00 AM † John Dorgan  

 People of the Parish  

4:00 PM † Jim Delehanty Delehanty Family 

 † Maureen Ann Hakim Maryann Hausmann 

 † Brian McAndrew Charlotte & Bill Schatzow 

5:30 PM Special Intention  

 † Nancy Baggs Jane & Sal DiCola and                                   
Family 

7:00 PM † Ethel Delaney Family 

 
† Deanna Marie Perrotto Maria & Richard Friedman 

   

Sunday, May 24   
7:00 AM † Mercedes Gavilanez Anne & Bill Lisa 

 † Doug Commette Michelle Saunders-Murphy 

8:30 AM † Brian McAndrew Marian Davey 

 † Rose Notaro With Love, Lia 

 † Barbara Curran  

10:00 AM † Alfred J. Thorne Thorne Family 

 † Mary Lou Buono Joanne & Frank Buono 

12:00 PM † Frank Briscoe Family 

 † Allison Vass Joellen Basaman 

4:00 PM † Anthony Desiderio Nancy & Joe Gallo 

 People of the Parish  

7:00 PM † Mark Kastenbaum Roberts Family 

 † Marc Roberts Roberts Family 

      

 
 

     The Blessed Mother, the St. Joseph, 
and the  Center Sanctuary Candles will 
be lit this week in prayer for peace 
throughout the world and for all law 
enforcement personnel. 
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St. Michael’s Invites All to: 
Memorial Day Mass 

Monday, May 25, 2026  
10:00 a.m.  

 

 

Woodbine Cemetery Mausoleum            
Oceanport, New Jersey 

 

At this Mass at the cemetery we will pray for, remem-
ber, honor, and mourn the women and men who have 
died while in the military service of the United States; 
pray for all of our current military servicewomen and 
servicemen; pray for all those who are buried or en-
tombed at Woodbine Cemetery; pray for peace; and 
begin our celebration of America 250. Please join us. 

 
 
 
 

As the United States of America prepares to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 2026, plans to celebrate this once-in-a-lifetime occasion are also pro-
gressing at St. Michael’s.  The plans include the following and further details will be published in the coming 
weeks.  The anniversary events and religious services leading up to the 4th of July will begin here during the 
upcoming Memorial Day Weekend.   

 

 

• On Monday, May 25 at 10:00 a.m. we will celebrate our parish’s annual Memorial Day Mass at the 
Woodbine Cemetery Mausoleum to pray for all those who have died in the course of serving in our Nation’s 
military.  Fr. Alphonse Stephenson will be our homilist at this Mass.    

 

 

•  4th of July Weekend: 
 

 • On Saturday, July 4 (Independence Day) we will conduct our traditional parish Prayer Service at 
9:00 a.m. including the Reading of the Declaration of Independence by  Revolutionary War re-enactor Larry 
Mihlon costumed as the Declaration’s author and our third president Thomas Jefferson.  
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Aid For The Hearing Impaired                        

     We offer the use of radio aids during 
Mass upon request. The device is tuned to 
the sound system in the church so that those 
who have a hearing deficit might hear more 
clearly. Please ask an usher for assistance. 

 

    

     Why is it so important to register with a parish? Regis-
tration is the official way we join a parish community. 
Some people think that because they attend a particular 
parish they automatically be-
long. Registering as parishion-
ers requires signing up, formal-
ly enrolling yourself in a parish 
by contacting the parish busi-
ness office. Registration is a commitment to a communi-
ty, a way to be included in the religious, social and minis-
terial activities of your parish. Registration shows you 
belong. It is also necessary for certain benefits and ad-
ministrative purposes, like scheduling sacraments, obtain-
ing a sponsor or godparent eligibility and qualification 
letter from the pastor, and getting donation statements for 
your income tax returns. Most importantly, it let’s the 
parish count on you, to call on you to assist in its mission. 
Registering in your parish is a statement of faith and con-
fidence in the life and work of your parish and of the 
Church. For further information about registering at St. 
Michael’s Church, please call Emily at the Parish Office 
at 732-222-8080. Thank you. 

Registering as a Parishioner 

 

National Police Week  
(May 11-17, 2026) 

     

      In 1962, President John 

F. Kennedy signed a procla-

mation designating May 15 

as Peace Officers Memorial 

Day and the week in which 

that date falls as National 

Police Week. Here at St. 

Michael’s we will include in 

our Prayer of the Faithful at 

all Masses throughout the weekend of May 16-17 peti-

tions for the blessing, safety, and health of our Long 

Branch Police Officers and also for all of Long 

Branch’s First Responders and public servants.  The 

8:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, May 17, 2026 will be of-

fered for all police officers and law enforcement per-

sonnel as was our 4:00 p.m. Mass last Sunday, May 10. 

     On May 31st (a Sunday this year), the 
Church usually celebrates the Feast of the Vis-
itation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Because of 
the Sunday coincidence this year, the Sunday 
Mass takes precedence over the Feast Day 
Mass. The Visitation feast commemorates the 
Blessed Mother’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth 
and the encounter of Jesus and St. John the 
Baptist while in the wombs of their mothers. 
Even though the Sunday Mass takes prece-
dence on this year’s May 31, in connection 
with the Visitation and to honor that sacred 
event, we will pray a Novena for Life at all 
Masses at St. Michael’s beginning on Satur-
day, May 23, 2026 through and including Sun-
day, May 31, 2026. Further information about 
the Feast of the Visitation Novena for Life 
may be found at respectlife.org/visitation. 
Please join Catholics nationwide in praying 
this Novena for Life!      

Welcome to Fr. Gabe and 

St. John the Apostle School 

    The 8th Graders of St. John the Apostle School 
(Clark, NJ) ), accompanied by their parochial vicar Fr. 
Gabriel Camacho, made a Springtime class-trip/day-trip 
visit to St. Michael’s and San Alfonso on Monday, May 
4.  The day began with Morning Prayer in our Upper 
Church followed by a retreat across the street at San 
Alfonso and concluding back at St. Michael’s with out-
door sunset prayer, fellowship, and S’mores.  
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2025                      
After Thirteen             

Weekends 

2026                      
After Thirteen                  

Weekends 

2024                      
After Thirteen                

Weekends 

$62,224 

$75,000 

$68,643 

$75,000 

$56,879  

$75,000 

 Parish Goal = $89,000 

 

The three “thermometers” above compare our 
parish’s 2024 vs. 2025 vs. 2026 results-to-date in 
the Annual Catholic Appeal. The thermometers 
indicate a good start and that there is work ahead 
of us. This year’s total after thirteen weekends is 

behind the pace of the two previous years; although closing in on 2025. Thank 
you for your support of the Annual Catholic Appeal. Together we can do 
great things! 

Each of us has a vital 
part TOGETHER in 
all we do in Christ’s 
name, and each of us 
can share in all we do 
with a gift to the An-
nual Catholic Appeal 
(ACA). Our single 
Act of Faith propels 
the works of love that 
build up our Church. 
You make that happen 
with a generous gift to 
the ACA. Your contri-
bution does make a 
difference! Please 
help. Please contrib-
ute. Please make a 
pledge.  

$104,000 $99,000 $89,000 

 
Thank You, Sister Elizabeth;  

And May God Bless You  

     Sister Elizabeth Dalessio has re-
tired as Principal of the St. Jerome’s 
School at Our Lady of Hope Par-
ish.  A Mass for Sister was celebrated 
on Sunday, May 3 at the St. Jerome’s 
Church.  Fr. Mark Nillo was the prin-
cipal celebrant, Msgr. Thomas 
Gervasio was the homilist, and Fr. 
Butler was a concelebrant.  Sister 
Elizabeth has been very supportive of 
the inter-parish relationship between 
St. Michael’s and Our Lady of Hope 
over the years.  Please remember Sis-
ter in your prayers as she enters into 
her retirement years.  
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Pastor’s  Note.  The Season of Easter continues. It is important for the PARENTS of our school-age children to remember (and 
pray!) the prayers known as the Acts of Faith, Hope, and Charity (each of which is printed below). It is also important for our 
parents to PLEASE PRAY WITH AND TEACH THEIR CHILDREN, to be an EXAMPLE of praying and a LEADER of pray-
ing within the FAMILY, to pray these three prayers regularly and frequently with their children, and to PLEASE see to it that 
the children learn and memorize these prayers and make a practice of praying them often and from the heart….following the 
good, prayerful example and following in the footsteps of their parents!  May God bless you! 
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Communion Visits; Confession Visits; 
Anointing of the Sick 

       
        

     Please keep in mind that the 
parish priests and our lay Extraor-
dinary Ministers of the Eucharist 
are available and eager to bring 
Communion to parishioners who 
are in the hospital (nursing 
homes, assisted living facilities, rehab centers, and hos-
pices, too) and to parishioners who are at home but una-
ble to get to church.  Please contact Mary Valan at the 
parish office to make arrangements. Hospitals and other 
healthcare facilities generally do not notify the parish 
office regarding their Catholic patients who desire to re-
ceive Sacraments. And so it falls to the patient herself/
himself or to a family member or friend to contact the 
parish office to make the request. The parish priests will 
also very gladly make a hospital visit or home visit to 
hear a Confession and/or administer the Sacrament of the 
Sick (“Anointing of the Sick”) in addition to bringing 
Holy Communion. Please remember to contact the parish 
office to make these arrangements. Thank you.  

Second Collection This Weekend 
May 16 and 17 for  

Catholic Communications Campaign  
 
     This weekend we will have a Second Collection at all 
Masses for the Catholic Communications Campaign 
(CCC) as requested by the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. This campaign connects Catholics with Christ in 
the U.S. using the internet, television, radio and print me-
dia. Half the funds we collect remain here in the Trenton 
Diocese to support local efforts. The other half supports 
the communication activities of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops and projects across the U.S. and abroad. 
Your support spreads the Gospel message! Learn more at 

Please make checks payable to St. Michael’s Church. 

SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY 
ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

  

 THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
  

“Come to me, all you who labor and are 
burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

Matthew 12:28 
  

All sessions will be held in the  
St. Michael’s Lower Church  

 

Thursdays April 16 through May 28  
 

Morning Session: 9:00 am -10:30 am 
Evening Session: 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

  
 

Please call Rene and Jack at  
732-222-3164 to reserve a seat                               

and a study guide. 
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BAPTISM GODPARENTS AND 
CONFIRMATION SPONSORS 

 
Have you been asked to be a Bap-
tism GODPARENT? Have you been 
asked to SPONSOR someone who is 
preparing to receive the Sacrament 
of Confirmation, or for an adult in 
the OCIA program?  
 
It is an honor and a privilege to be 
asked. You are seen as someone 
whom a family, child, teenager, or 

adult looks up to as living the Christian Catholic faith in 
a complete, strong, and exemplary manner. You model 
that behavior and faith in the way that you live your life.  
 
To receive a letter signed and sealed by the Pastor to ver-
ify your eligibility to serve as a Baptism Godparent or as 
a Confirmation Sponsor (such letters are required by (and 
issued by) virtually all Catholic parishes in the United 
States including St. Michael’s), please keep the following 
eligibility criteria in mind: 
 

· Registered at (for at least three months) and active pa-

rishioner of St. Michael’s Church.  
 

·  At least 16 years of age.  
 

· Completed all Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, First 

Holy Communion, and Confirmation). 
 

·  If married, married in the Catholic Church according 

to Catholic Church Law, or with the express permission 
of the Church. If unmarried, living a chaste single life 
(including not cohabitating).   
  

· Attend Mass  on all Sundays and Holy Days of Obliga-

tion and receive the sacraments of the Church regularly. 
 

The Church takes very seriously the role of being a spon-

sor. Choosing a sponsor is to be based on the person’s 

dedication to the faith and consistent practice thereof.                      

Sponsor letters will be gladly and happily given to indi-

viduals who meet all of these criteria and who have been 

registered members of our parish for at least three 

months. If there are any questions or concerns regarding 

the Church’s teaching on these matters or on the criteria 

for and interpretation of the qualifications for Baptism 

godparenthood or Confirmation sponsorship, please feel 

free to call the parish office to arrange for a telephone 

conversation or meeting with Fr. Butler. 

     

      

The following is one of the prayers 
that the members of the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society use when they meet every 

Monday to review applicants’ requests 
for financial assistance. It helps the members to 
focus on their mission and on the example that 
was set by St. Vincent himself many years ago.  
 

“So be very careful in attending to all their 
needs...do not get angry with them and never                  
speak harshly to them. They have enough to                        
put up with in their misfortunes...Weep with                 
them; God has made you their consolers.” 

• Mass at 10:00. Breakfast at 11:00. 
 

• St. Michael’s CCD students and their families are 
welcome to attend the breakfast free of charge. Oth-
ers are asked to contribute $10.00 per person at the 
door.  
 

• Free-will offerings gratefully accepted. 
 

• Guest Speaker: Sister Josephine Paul Mary of the 
Religious Teachers Filippini. 
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†

†
†

 

† Armindo Viera         Tony and Natalina Gomes 
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On the Calendar at  

 St. Michael’s Church 

    
 
 
 
  The next Baptism preparation class for parents is sched-
uled for Saturday, May 23 at 9:30 a.m. in the Lower 
Church. Please call the parish office to register in ad-
vance. 

 

 Bus Trip to Resorts Casino  
in Atlantic City 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

When: Tuesday, May 19, 2026  
Cost: $40.00  (Receive $20.00 back at Casino and 
free refreshments on the bus). 

 

 

 

Bus leaves  St. Michael’s Church  
at 10:15 a.m. 

For more information and to  make a reservation 
call Peter at 732-801-6886 

Weekend Collection & Attendance 
 

Thank You! 

 

This Week’s Total: $14,079.00 
 
 

Same Week’s Total Last Year: $14,049.00 


