ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH
May 3,2026 | Fifth Sunday of Easter

DALy MAss

Mon — Sat: 8:00 AM | Mon: 7:00 PM

First Friday 12:15 p.m. in Latin in Feb, Apr,
June, Aug, Oct, Dec. In English in Jan, Mar,
May, July, Sept, Nov. And 5:30 PM (on First
Friday) in English in all months.

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday: 4:00 PM, 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM

Sunday: 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM,
4:00 PM, 7:00 PM

RECONCILIATION

Monday through Saturday: after the 8:00 a.m.
Mass until 9:00 a.m.

Monday Night: after the 7:00 p.m. Mass until 8:00
p.m.

Sunday: after the 7:00 a.m. Mass until 8:00 a.m.;
6:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. prior to the 7:00 p.m. Mass.
First Fridays: after the 12:15 p.m. Mass until 1:15 Last weekend
p.m. After the 5:30 Mass until 6:30 p.m. and this weekend

On the Thursday evenings immediately preceding
First Fridays, Confessions are heard (7:15 p.m. to
7:45 p.m.) during the monthly Holy Hour for Vo-
cations.

MARRIAGES

Couples who wish to marry at the parish should
contact the Parish Office for a Marriage Request
Form, and for further information. The bride or
groom, or their parents/grandparents must be
registered parishioners for at least eighteen
months prior to the proposed wedding date to
make arrangements. There is a twelve month
timeline for wedding preparations.

BAaprpTISMS

Baptisms take place generally on Sundays at 1:15
PM. Other days/times can also be arranged. Par-
ents must be registered parishioners, and can call
the Parish Office for information and scheduling.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

To enroll your child for our Religious Education
classes, please contact Kevin Connelly, (732)483-
0360, ext. 2 at the Religious Education Office.

PARISH OFFICE PARISH STAFF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
800 Ocean Avenue | Long Branch, NJ 07740 Rev. John K. Butler, Pastor OFFICE
Ph: (732) 222-8080 | Fx: (732) 870-1174 Kevin Connelly, Director of Religious Ed. 800 Ocean Avenue | Lower Church |
www.stmichaelnj.com Mary Valan, Parish Secretary Long Branch, NJ 07740
Monday through Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 ~ Emily Carroll, Assistant Parish Secretary — Ph: (732) 483-0360 ext. 2| Fx: (732) 795-3262
p-m. (closed 12:00 Noon -1:00 p.m. for lunch) Lauren Walters, Actlng Music D}rector
Larry Swenson, Maintenace Coordinator ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Answering service phone coverage at all other 732-483-0360 ext. 1

times.
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Jesus said, “In my Father’s house there are many dwell-
ing places. If there were not, would I have told you that 1

am going to prepare a place for you?”
John 14:2

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, May 2
8:00 AM t Nicole Theresa Moore

1 Brian McAndrew
4:00 PMt James Vacchiano

1 Regina Principe
5:30 PM Special Intention

1 Stephanie Mitkowski
7:00 PM  Grace Tho

People of the Parish

Sunday, May 3
7:00 AM t Marilyn Boucher

1 John D. Dorgan
8:30 AM T Maureen Hakim
1 Rosemary Lloyd
10:00 AM t Dr. Reginald Farrar
1 Gloria Brucker
12:00 PM t Marie Jeffries
1 Joseph Bellino
4:00 PM t Brian McAndrew
7:00 PM People of the Parish

Monday, May 4
8:00 AM Pro-Life Cause

1 John Makin
7:00 PM Special Intention

Tuesday, May 5
8:00 AM t Jim Delehanty

1 Rosemary Lloyd

Wednesday, May 6

8:00 AM 1 Deceased Members of
the Cattelona Family

1 Joan Day

Mom
Donna Schwartz
Vinnie

Eileen & Steve McGovern

Barbara & Ed Moskal
Aida David

Linda

MaryAnn Hausmann
Courtney Pollack

Rene & Jack Brignola
Mary & Catherine Farrar
Mary & Catherine Farrar
Jane Carroll

Rene & Jack Brignola
Rosary Altar Society

Friends of Sylvia Marsico
Russo Family

Anne & Bill Lisa

Delehanty Family

Russo Family

Russo Family

Thursday, May 7

8:00 AM 1 Deceased Members of
the Russo Family

1 Brian McAndrew

Friday, May 8
8:00 AM 1 John Dorgan

T Vincent A Stasio Jr

Saturday, May 9

8:00 AM Special Intention:
JoAnn Dorgan

People of the Parish
4:00 PM t Theresa Scardena

1 Mary McCluskey
5:30 PM Special Intention

1 Mary Jane Sauer
7:00 PM 1 Betty Mellone

T Victor Serritella

Sunday, May 10
7:00 AM t Ann Carroll

1 Charles Murrin
People of the Parish

8:30 AM t Caroline & Silvio Clauser

1 Pamela Gatta

10:00 AM Special Intention:
Children's Rosary

1 Gabriel & Rita Grippo
12:00 PM t Rita Cittadino

1 Rose Notaro
1 Kathryn H. Cittadino

In Memory/Honor of the
Mothers of our RAS
Supporters

4:00 PMt Thomas & Rose Letson
1 Carmina Lusardi

7:00 PM{ Ann Grogan
1 Cathleen Roberts

Russo Family

Mary Jensen
Linda

Linda

Debra & Ron Chrobocinski
J. E. Boehles

Bill & Mary Richards
Her Daughter Linda
Vicki & Tom Hoagland

Carroll Family

Theresa

Daughter

Aunt Maria

Charlotte & Bill

Christopher M. Cittadino
& Children

Christopher M. Cittadino
& Grandchildren

Christopher M. Cittadino
& Grandchildren

Rosary Altar Society

Daughter Rosanne Letson
Tara & Dominic Lusardi
Roberts Family

Roberts Family
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CALLED BY NAME
Last Weekend and This Weekend
at St. Michael’s
And Throughout the Diocese of Trenton

Additional information is on Pages 3 and 5

of last Sunday’s bulletin and on the response cards in the pews.
Please feel free to use the photocopy of the response card at the
bottom of this page. Completed response cards may be placed in

the collection baskets. They also may be dropped-off at or

mailed to the parish office.
Please remember to include your nominee’s name plus his
phone number or email address.

Prayer for Vocations

O Divine Jesus, Who has taught us to pray to the
Lord of the harvest that He send forth laborers into
His harvest, be pleased to raise up in the Church, and
in particular in the Diocese of Trenton, many holy
Priests and religious to work according to the inten- ; :
tions of Your Heart and to procure by their ministry
the salvation of souls and the glory of Your Father.
And if it should please You, O Lord, to call one or
more such men for Your holy priesthood from among
our parish family, we thank You with all of our hearts
on this earth and for all eternity and ask You please to
guide our efforts to encourage and support their dis-
cernment of their vocations. Amen. Mary, Mother of
Priests and Mother of Vocations, pray for us.
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BAPTISM GODPARENTS AND THIS Sunday, Ma.y 3at10:00 A.M.
CONFIRMATION SPONSORS May Crowning of Mary

Have you been asked to be a Baptism GODPARENT?
Have you been asked to SPONSOR someone who is pre-
paring to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, or for
an adult in the OCIA program?

It is an honor and a privilege to be
asked. You are seen as someone
whom a family, child, teenager, or
adult looks up to as living the
Christian Catholic faith in a com-
plete, strong, and exemplary man-
ner. You model that behavior and
faith in the way that you live your
life.

To receive a letter signed and sealed by the Pastor to ver-
ify your eligibility to serve as a Baptism Godparent or as
a Confirmation Sponsor (such letters are required by (and
issued by) virtually all Catholic parishes in the United
States including St. Michael’s), please keep the following
eligibility criteria in mind:

* Registered at (for at least three months) and active pa-
rishioner of St. Michael’s Church.

* Atleast 16 years of age.

* Completed all Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, First
Holy Communion, and Confirmation).

If married, married in the Catholic Church according
to Catholic Church Law, or with the express permission
of the Church. If unmarried, living a chaste single life
(including not cohabitating).

* Attend Mass on all Sundays and Holy Days of Obliga-
tion and receive the sacraments of the Church regularly.

The Church takes very seriously the role of being a spon-
sor. Choosing a sponsor is to be based on the person’s
dedication to the faith and consistent practice thereof.

Sponsor letters will be gladly and happily given to indi-
viduals who meet all of these criteria and who have been
registered members of our parish for at least three
months. If there are any questions or concerns regarding
the Church’s teaching on these matters or on the criteria
for and interpretation of the qualifications for Baptism
godparenthood or Confirmation sponsorship, please feel
free to call the parish office to arrange for a telephone
conversation or meeting with Fr. Butler.

May is a month of
special Marian devotion
to our Blessed Mother. |£z
The Catholic tradition of |
the “May Crowning” cele- |;
brates and honors our
Mother Mary, Queen of
Heaven. This year our
May Crowning will take
place this weekend dur-
ing the 10:00 a.m. Mass
on Sunday, May 3.

Crowning the statue of
the Lord's Mother is symbolic of the honor we give
her as the one chosen by God to bear His
Son. During the Month of May, a month both named
for and dedicated to Mary, Catholics have long hon-
ored her by placing a crown on her statue.

Many of our parish’s First Holy Communion
children, who will have received their First Holy
Communion on the previous day (Saturday, May 2),
will be participating in this May Crowning of the
Blessed Mother and will be dressed again (as is tra-
ditional) in their First Holy Communion outfits.

Members of the parish’s Rosary Altar Society
will also be participating in the May Crowning of
Mary. All are invited and welcome.

PARISH COUNSELING SERVICS

A joint effort of the Diocese of Trenton and
Catholic Charities provides licensed professionals
for short term counseling (up to six sessions) to pa-
rishioners dealing with difficult issues, for example,
job-stress, family concerns, and bereavement. Con-
tact your pastor or parish priest (732-222-8080) for
additional information and referral. The fee is $90
per session, but, if needed, financial assistance is
available through the Diocese of Trenton Parish
Counseling Services.
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Upcoming Opportunities for Youth and Young Adults
Across the Diocese of Trenton

Communion Visits; Confession Visits;
Anointing of the Sick

Please keep in mind that the
parish priests and our lay Extraor-
dinary Ministers of the Eucharist
are available and eager to bring
Communion to parishioners who
are in the hospital (nursing
homes, assisted living facilities, rehab centers, and hos-
pices, too) and to parishioners who are at home but una-
ble to get to church. Please contact Mary Valan at the
parish office to make arrangements. Hospitals and other
healthcare facilities generally do not notify the parish
office regarding their Catholic patients who desire to re-
ceive Sacraments. And so it falls to the patient herself/
himself or to a family member or friend to contact the
parish office to make the request. The parish priests will
also very gladly make a hospital visit or home visit to
hear a Confession and/or administer the Sacrament of the
Sick (“Anointing of the Sick”) in addition to bringing
Holy Communion. Please remember to contact the parish
office to make these arrangements. Thank you.

OUR PROMISE TO PROTECT: The Diocese of
Trenton and St. Michael’s Church
are committed to the initiatives
outlined in the U.S. Bishop’s
Charter for the protection of Chil-
dren and Young People in regard
to the reporting and investigation
of sexual abuse allegations in-
volving minors. If you have been
sexually abused as a minor by a
member of the clergy or anyone representing the Catho-
lic Church, or if you know of someone who was, you
can report that abuse through the Diocesan Abuse Hot-
line: 1-888-296-2965 or via email at
abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org. The Diocese of Tren-
ton reports any allegations of sexual abuse to the appro-
priate law enforcement agencies. Anyone with an allega-
tion is also encouraged to provide that information to
local law enforcement authorities.
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We joyfully welcome into our parish
family the following children who were
baptized at St. Michael’s in April 2026:
Anthony Francesco Collins, Olivia
Jaime Zammit, and Jackson James
Penn. May God bless them and their
godparents and their families.

Little White Books

Copies of The Little White Book for the Easter Sea-
son 2026 (49 six-minute daily reflections on the Sunday
Gospels of the Easter Season from Cycle A) are available
in the back of the church. Please help yourself to one!
And please give one to a friend!

These booklets are free of charge and are inspiring
and motivating. On nearly every page they remind us and
encourage us to:

“Spend some quiet time with the Lord.”

Each of us has a vital
part TOGETHER in
all we do in Christ’s
name, and each of us
can share in all we do
with a gift to the An-

Please join us for a Children’s Rosary on
Sunday, May 10
after the 10:00 a.m. Mass at
St. Michael’s Church.

All are invited to participate and pray with us.
Rosaries and prayer books will be available.

No prior knowledge of the
Rosary is needed.

Any questions, call or text
Renee Mazza at

(732) 829-4548

*This $54,269 figure is
approximately 6/% of
our parish goal. It was
received through and
including the eleventh
weekend of the cam-

nual Catholic Appeal Parish Goal = $89,000 paign (tallied as of April

(ACA). Our single
Act of Faith propels 2024

24) from 184 pledgers
2026 or check-writing con-

the works of love that After Eleven After Eleven After Eleven tributors (and many uni-
build up our Church. Weekends Weekends Weekends dentified, unquantified

You make that happen
with a generous gift to $104,000

the ACA. Your contri-
75,000

bution does make a 67081
difference! Please

help. Please contrib-

ute. Please make a

pledge.

$75,000 $75,000

cash contributors) all of

$99,000 $89,000  whom comprise approx-

imately 9.3% of the
1,972 registered house-

$56,391 $54269" holds of the parish.

Thank you! The Dio-
cese sent a Diocesan-
wide mailing during the
week of February 12 to
all of our registered pa-
rishioners and  past

The three “thermometers” above compare our ACA contributors ask-

parish’s 2024 vs. 2025 vs. 2026 results-to-date in ing for prayerful consid-

the Annual Catholic Appeal. The thermometers  eration of a pledge/

indicate a good start and that there is work ahead  contribution to the Ap-

of us. This year’s total after eleven weekends is peal. Please help to the
behind the pace of the two previous years; closing in on 2025. Thank you for extent that you can.
your support of the Annual Catholic Appeal. Together we can do great
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SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY
ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW

“Come to me, all you who labor and are
burdened, and I will give you rest.”
Matthew 12:28

All sessions will be held in the
St. Michael’s Lower Church

Thursdays April 16 through May 28

Morning Session: 9:00 am -10:30 am
Evening Session: 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Please call Rene and Jack at
732-222-3164 to reserve a seat
and a study guide.

Thank You!

One of our very
young parishioners
— Cassandra — has
been recovering re-
cently from several
serious  surgeries.
She attended Mass
for the first time in
many months last
weekend here at St.
Michael’s. After
that Mass, Cassan-
dra gave Fr. John
the page (in the ac-
companying photo)
from her coloring
book that she had
crayoned herself as a thank you gift and she wishes
everyone at St. Michael’s a Happy Spring and sends
her gratitude for all the prayers that have been
prayed for her good health by St. Michael’s parish-
ioners. Please continue to remember Cassandra and
her family in your prayers.

FORMED is available for St. Michael’s parishioners. St. Michael’s is paying the annual fee so
that all of our parishioners may have access to FORMED.
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PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH

YEARLY MASS INTENTIONS
May 2026
+Rita N. Cittadino t/o Christopher M. Cittadino
and Children
May 2027
+Susan Whitman t/o Lex and Janet Tucci
+Ronald Lubischer t/o Joyce Lubischer

the month. They must be in good, clean condition. Al-
so donations of shampoo, soap, paper and cleaning prod-
ucts are always needed. If you get a chance stop in on
that third Saturday to see our food organization. New vol-
unteers are welcome!

Do you have an over abundance of reusa-
ble food bags? St. Vincent de Paul's pantry
can use them for their food distribution.
They can be dropped off in their food bin
at the back of the church during Mass or at
our food distribution in the third Saturday of
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The next Baptism preparation class for parents is
scheduled for Saturday, May 23 at 9:30 a.m. in the
Lower Church. Please call the parish office to regis-
ter in advance.

Bus Trip to Resorts Casino
in Atlantic City

When: Tuesday, May 19, 2026
Cost: $40.00 (Receive $20.00 back at Casino and
free refreshments on the bus).

Bus leaves St. Michael’s Church
at 10:15 a.m.

For more information and to make a reservation
call Peter at 732-801-6886

Weekend Collection & Attendance

Thank You!
Saturday, April 25, 2026
4:00 PM Mass $2,135.00 216 people
5:30 PM Mass $997.00 97 people
7:00 PM Mass $383.00 41 people
Sunday, April 26, 2026
7:00 AM Mass $920.00 83 people
8:30 AM Mass $1,680.00 124 people
10:00 AM Mass $1,132.00 129 people
12:00 PM Mass $1,641.00 178 people
4:00 PM Mass $1,712.00 133 people
7:00 PM Mass $986.00 162 people

Mailed-in Envelopes for the April 26 collection and for
previous Sunday collections: $670.00

This Week’s Total: $12,256.00
Second Collection: Catholic Home Missions: $2,931.00

ON THE CALENDAR AT
ST. MicHAEL'S CHURCH

Annual Catholic Appeal 2026 Commenced February 14-15; Ongoing
Spring Bible Study: The Gospel of Commenced April 16, 2026

Matthew
Called By Name Weekends of]
April 25-26 and May 2-3
(See Page 3 for details)
First Holy Communion Saturday, May 2, 2026
10:00 a.1m.
May Crowning of Mary Sunday, May 3, 2026
10:00 a.m.
Children’s Rosary Sunday, May 10, 2026
(after the 10:00 a.m. Mass)
Mother’s Day Sunday, May 10, 2026
The Ascension of the Lord Sunday, May 17, 2026
Second Annual CCD Sunday, May 17, 2026
Communion Breakfast (See Page 4 for details)
Pentecost Sunday Sunday, May 24, 2026

Memorial Day Monday, May 25,2026




