ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH
March 8,2026 | Third Sunday of Lent

DALYy MAss

Mon — Sat: 8:00 AM | Mon: 7:00 PM

First Friday 12:15 p.m. in Latin in Feb, Apr,
June, Aug, Oct, Dec. In English in Jan, Mar,
May, July, Sept, Nov. And 5:30 PM (on First
Friday) in English in all months.

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday: 4:00 PM, 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM

Sunday: 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM,
4:00 PM, 7:00 PM

DURING LENT
Please see Page 3 for extra times for Mass, Con-
fession, and Eucharistic Adoration during Lent

RECONCILIATION

Monday through Saturday: after the 8:00 a.m.
Mass until 9:00 a.m.

Monday Night: after the 7:00 p.m. Mass until 8:00
p.m.

Sunday: after the 7:00 a.m. Mass until 8:00 a.m.;
6:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. prior to the 7:00 p.m. Mass.
First Fridays: after the 12:15 p.m. Mass until 1:15
p.m. After the 5:30 Mass until 6:30 p.m.

On the Thursday evenings immediately preceding
First Fridays, Confessions are heard (7:15 p.m. to
7:45 p.m.) during the monthly Holy Hour for Vo-
cations.

MARRIAGES

Couples who wish to marry at the parish should
contact the Parish Office for a Marriage Request
Form, and for further information. The bride or
groom, or their parents/grandparents must be
registered parishioners for at least eighteen
months prior to the proposed wedding date to
make arrangements. There is a twelve month
timeline for wedding preparations.

BAaprpTISMS

Baptisms take place generally on Sundays at 1:15
PM. Other days/times can also be arranged. Par-
ents must be registered parishioners, and can call
the Parish Office for information and scheduling.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

To enroll your child for our Religious Education
classes, please contact Kevin Connelly, (732)483-
0360, ext. 2 at the Religious Education Office.

PARISH OFFICE PARISH STAFF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
800 Ocean Avenue | Long Branch, NJ 07740 Rev. John K. Butler, Pastor OFFICE
Ph: (732) 222-8080 | Fx: (732) 870-1174 Kevin Connelly, Director of Religious Ed. 800 Ocean Avenue | Lower Church |
www.stmichaelnj.com Mary Valan, Parish Secretary Long Branch, NJ 07740
Monday through Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 3:30  Emily Carroll, Assistant Parish Secretary Ph: (732) 483-0360 ext. 2| Fx: (732) 795-3262
p-m. (closed 12:00 Noon -1:00 p.m. for lunch) Lauren Walters, Actlng Music D}rector
Larry Swenson, Maintenace Coordinator ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Answering service phone coverage at all other 732-483-0360 ext. 1

times.
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MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, March 7

8:00 AM Special Intention:
JoAnn Dorgan

People of the Parish
4:00 PM t Benedict Trigani

1 Marianne Mills
5:30 PM Special Intention

1 Anthony Condone
7:00 PM 1 Kathleen Miller

Sunday, March 8
7:00 AM 1 John Coats

Special Intention:
JoAnn Dorgan

8:30 AM t Patricia Stephens
1 Nick D'Onofrio

10:00 AM Special Intention:
Children's Rosary

1 Ann Olivadoti
12:00 PM t Priscilla Thomson
1 Daniel Purdy
4:00 PM People of the Parish
7:00 PM t Lorraine DeTulio

Monday, March 9
8:00 AM Pro-Life Cause

7:00 PM 1 Fe McGittigan

Tuesday, March 10
8:00 AM 1 Ryan Mogila

Special Intention:
JoAnn Dorgan

8:00 am Mass goers
and Rosarians

Deirdre & Andrew
Leonard

Rosemary Finnegan

Angela & Frank

Mary Jensen

8:00 am Mass goers
and Rosarians

Susan Dasilva & Family

DeBonis Family

Rae Marsico
Carroll Family

Dunlap Family

Friends of Sylvia Marsico

Daughter

Ed & Laura Mogila

8:00 am Mass goers
and Rosarians

Wednesday, March 11
8:00 AM t Joseph Conte

1 Susan Eisele

Thursday, March 12
8:00 AM 1 Bob Dickinson

1 Maureen Enander

Friday, March 13
8:00 AM t Rita Cittadino

1 Ed & Helen Reilly
12:15 PM 1 Barbara Coats
5:30 PM t John Coats

Saturday, March 14

8:00 AM Special Intention:
JoAnn Dorgan

Special Intention:
Barney Family

4:00 PM t Linda Phipps
1 Heidi Schmelz

5:30 PM Special Intention
1 Anthony Condone
1 Rosemary Brundage

7:00 PM People of the Parish

Sunday, March 15
7:00 AM t Charles Murrin

8:30 AM t Charlotte DeVita
1 Hugh F. Bennett Jr.
1 Tom DeCastro
10:00 AM 1 Rose Notaro

1 Frank Sosnowski
12:00 PM 1 James Gagliardi
1 Donald Byington
4:00 PM t Pam Stima
7:00 PM People of the Parish

Jesus answered and said to the woman at the
well, “If you knew the gift of God and who is
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would

have asked him and he would have given you
living water.’

Wife

Mary

Jane Farmer & Anne Cole

Christopher M. Cittadino
& Children

Patty, JoEllen & Michaele

8:00 am Mass goers
and Rosarians

Barney Family

Tom & Debra Ocasio

Jane, Katie, & Peter
Farmer

Agnes & Paul D'Angelo
Agnes & Paul D'Angelo

Theresa

Family

Family

Loving Daughter Michele

Daughters Marie &
Rosanne

Joanne & Frank Buono
Janet DeMaio
Carroll Family

Ann, Catol, Lidia, & Mark
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LENT 2026

Our Lenten observances include the fol-
lowing:

e On all Fridays during Lent, Mass will be cel-
ebrated at 12:15 p.m. and at 5:30 p.m. in the
Upper Church from February 20 through and
including March 27. The 8:00 a.m. Mass on
Fridays remains unchanged. Eucharistic Ado-
ration will follow the 8:00 a.m. Mass on all of
these Fridays of Lent until Benediction at
12:00 p.m.

e These Friday 12:15 and 5:30 Masses during
Lent will be followed by Confessions after the
12:15 Mass until 1:15 and after the 5:30 Mass
until 6:30.

e Stations of the Cross will be prayed on Fridays
of Lent at 7:00 p.-m.

YOU ARE INVITED TO

THE 11TH ANNUAL ST. MICHAEL’S

e Bishop O’Connell’s annual letter regarding
Lenten regulations is available on the parish
website and was published on Page 2 of the
February 15 bulletin.

e The date and time of the parish’s Lenten

Penance Service will be announced.

May our Lenten journeys nourish our minds,
hearts, and souls; strengthen us against the
chains of sin; and bring us closer to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus.

Beginning February 20, 2026

Copies of The Little Black Book (six-
Soup & Salad from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

minute reflections that focus this year

on the Passion of Jesus according to Stations of the Cross at 7:00 p.m.
John) are available in the back of the
church. Please help yourself to one!
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Sunday Mass of
St. Patrick in the
Gaelic Language

Sunday, March 22, 2026

11:00 A.M.
St. Michael’s Church
800 Ocean Avenue

St. Michael’s parishioners usually gather at this location on
Mondays at 10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., and 2:00 p.m.
during these 40 Days for Life.

Long Branch, NJ 07740
All are Invited and Welcome!

Bagpipe music before and during the Mass.

Hospitality, fellowship, and Irish-themed refreshments
and music will be available in the church hall
immediately after the Mass.

Principal Celebrant & Homilist: Rev. Daniel Cahill
Concelebrant: Rev. John Butler

40 Days for Life is a internationally and locally coor-
dinated campaign that aims to end abortion through
prayer and fasting, community outreach, and public
peaceful vigils in front of abortion businesses such as
Planned Parenthood. Each day during 40 Days for Life,
individuals, churches, families, and groups are asked to
join together in public prayer so that the entire Body of
Christ can unite around our common focus — an end to
abortion.

Two groups of St. Michael’s parishioners usually
meet on the Mondays of 40 Days for Life (one group at
10:00 a.m. and the other group at 1:00 p.m.) at Planned
Parenthood at 69 East Newman Springs Road in Shrews-
bury. This past Monday’s 10:00 group is pictured in the
photo above. Please consider joining us in prayer for this
very important cause.
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PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH
WEEKLY MASS INTENTION
+ Ronald Lubischer 1/0 Joyce Lubischer
YEARLY MASS INTENTIONS
April 2026
+Susan Whitman t/o Lex and Janet Tucci
May 2026 ) z : 7
’r_lflymTCittadino t/o Christopher M. Cittadino The St. Vincent-dePaul Society welcomes new-mem-
and Children bers and new volunteers to join the group and to help
with the Monthly Third Saturday Food Pantry in our

Lower Church. Pictured in the photo above are the volun-
teers who pitched-in at last month’s food panty — unload-
ing the delivery trucks, separating and sorting donated
groceries and food, packing and packaging the donations,
carrying grocery bags upstairs to the parking lot for pick-

: . : up. For further information on how to become involved
sciggurllggtf(]iagziunrl dg;epﬁ:ﬁin 2%?:: f(())r lpja;errﬁs 11; in the St. Vincent de Paul Socipty, pl.ease call the SVDP
the Lower Church. Please call the parish office to office’s phone and leave a voicemail message at (732)

. . 483-0360 ext. 1 and your call will be promptly returned.
register in advance. Thank you.

March 1, 2026

My Dear Parishioners and Friends of Saint Michael’s Parish,

Peace to you and your loved ones!

All of you know that I truly valued my time and service at Saint Jerome School and I feel truly
grateful for the blessed opportunity to have worked with all of you. Every time I came to speak to
you, to give you an update and to ask for help, I always felt welcome. As a part of our cohort, you
always responded to the needs of “our school”. I will always cherish you, most especially the chil-
dren, in my heart. They are God’s gift to all of us, and I am thankful that the children were entrusted to my care.

However, after due consultation with my doctors and prayerful consideration, I need to focus on my health and well-
being at this time. It hurts me to write this, but I am leaving as principal of Saint Jerome School effective Wednesday,
April 1, 2026. It was a very difficult decision for me to make, and I ask for your understanding, prayers, love and sup-
port at this time. I ask you to continue to support our school financially and prayerfully. Our children will bring our
dreams into the future and they deserve the best.

Our Assistant Principal, Sister Joan Di Rienzo, MPF will take over the position of principal on Monday, April 14,
2026. My community and I have full confidence in Sister Joan. She has been principal of Saint Bernadette’s in Brook-
lyn, NY which is also a Blue Ribbon School of Excellence. I will be working closely with Sister Joan Di Rienzo, MPF,
during the month of March, to ensure a smooth transition.

May I again ask for your prayers as I end this sad, but still hopeful news, and kindly be assured of my prayers for you
and our children.

God bless you.

Sister Elizabeth Seton Dalessio, MPF
Principal
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Praying for Peace

WASHINGTON - As reports emerged regarding the escalation of hostilities in the Middle East, Archbishop
Paul S. Coakley, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, urgently called upon the United States,
Iran, and the broader international community to return to dialogue and pursue every avenue toward a just and
lasting peace.

Echoing the heartfelt appeal of Pope Leo XIV to halt the spiral of violence before it becomes “an unbridgeable
chasm,” Archbishop Coakley emphasized the critical need for restraint and for all parties to take concrete
steps to end the conflict, work for peace and protect innocent lives. His statement follows [edited to conform
to space limitations]:

“The growing conflict risks spiraling into a wider regional war....My brother bishops and I unite our
voice with our Holy Father and make the heartfelt appeal to all parties involved for diplomacy to regain its
proper role....At this critical moment, I invite Catholics and all people of goodwill to continue our ardent
prayers for peace in the Middle East, for the safety of our troops and the innocent, that leaders may seek dia-
logue over destruction, and pursue the common good over the tragedy of war. We implore the intercession of
our Blessed Mother, Mary, Queen of Peace, to pray for our troubled world and for a lasting peace.” Complete
text available at https://www.usccb.org/news/2026/archbishop-coakley-echoes-pope-leo-xivs-appeal-renewed-
dialogue-amid-rising-tensions.

Each of us has a vital *This $9,078 figure is
part TOGETHER in approximately 10.2% of
all we do in Christ’s our parish goal. It was
name, and each of us received through and
can share in all we do including  the  third
with a gift to the An- weekend of the cam-
nual Catholic Appeal Parish Goal = $89,000 paign (tallied as of
(ACA). Our single March 2) from 58
Act of Faith propels 2024 2025 2026 pledgers or check-
the works of love that After Three After Three After Three writing contributors
build up our Church. Weekends Weekends Weekends (and many unidentified,
You make that happen unquantified cash con-
with a generous gift to $89,000 $89,000 $89,000 tributors) all of whom
the ACA. Your contri- comprise approximately
bution does make a $75,000 S $78.000 5 994 of the 1,972 regis-
difference! Please $50,000 $50,000 50000 tered households of the
help. Please contrib- parish. Thank you! The
ute. Please make a $25,437 330,526 Diocese sent a Diocesan
pledge. I I m ¥ -wide mailing during

the week of February 12

to all of our registered

parishioners and past
The three “thermometers” above compare our ACA contributors ask-

parish’s 2024 vs. 2025 vs. 2026 results-to-date in 1ng for prayerful consid-

the Annual Catholic Appeal. The thermometers eration of a pledge/

indicate that there is work ahead of us. This contribution to the Ap-

year’s total after three weekends is behind the peal. Please help to the
pace of the two previous years. Thank you for your support of the Annual extent that you can.
Catholic Appeal. Together we can do great things!



https://x.com/Pontifex/status/2028086273118806088?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1GqSb8GPR8/
https://www.usccb.org/news/2025/bishop-zaidan-urges-ardent-prayers-peace-middle-east
https://www.usccb.org/news/2026/archbishop-coakley-echoes-pope-leo-xivs-appeal-renewed-dialogue-amid-rising-tensions
https://www.usccb.org/news/2026/archbishop-coakley-echoes-pope-leo-xivs-appeal-renewed-dialogue-amid-rising-tensions
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The Stations of the Cross in OUR Church: Walking the Road
to Calvary TOGETHER with Jesus and Mary During OUR 44 Days of Lent

Jesus is condemned

Jesus is laid in the tomb

Jesus removed from Cross

Jesus dies on the Cross

Jesus is nailed to the Cross

Jesus takes up His Cross

Jesus falls the first time

The Stations of the Cross is a fourteen-step devotion that commemo-
rates (usually with prayer, meditation, song, and artwork) certain of the

events of Good Friday
during His Passion and
during her sorrows as
site through Jerusalem
Cross and to the Tomb
Stations focus on spe-
beginning with Jesus’
Stations are found in
commonly used as a
(especially during Lent
days and Wednesdays
individual moves from
each station, the indi-
calls and meditates on
up to Christ’s Crucifix-
ic prayers are recited as
templated and pon-
these things, and pon-
heart” Luke 2:19),
moves to the next sta-
are completed. Here at
blessed with an espe-
images depicting the
and South walls of the
Please make a point of
the Cross during Lent
Calvary — the Way of

— we accompany Jesus
the Blessed Mother
they walk from site to
and ultimately to the
of Jesus. The fourteen
cific events of that day,
condemnation. The
most churches and are
sort of mini-pilgrimage
and especially on Fri-
of that Season) as the
station to station. At
vidual pauses and re-
a specific event leading
ion and burial. Specif-
the visual image is con-
dered (“Mary kept all
dered them in her
then the individual
tion until all fourteen
St. Michael’s we are
cially beautiful set of
Stations on the North
Nave of the church.
praying the Stations of
and walk the road to
the Cross — together

with Jesus and Mary. (Adapted from The Way of the Cross available at
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12231).

Please join us for Stations of the Cross on Fridays of Lent at 7:00 p.m.

Jesus stripped of His garments

Jesus falls a third time

Jesus meets His Mother

Simon helps carry Cross

Veronica wipes Jesus’ face

Jesus falls a second time

The women of Jerusalem



https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12231
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Please join us for a Children’s Rosary on
Sunday, March 8
after the 10:00 a.m. Mass at
St. Michael’s Church.

All are invited to participate and pray
with us.
Rosaries and prayer books will be
available.

No prior knowledge of the
Rosary is needed.

Any questions, call or text
Renee Mazza at

(732) 829-4548
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ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH
EASTER FLOWER MEMORIAL

If you would like to donate flowers in memory of a loved one,
please complete the form below and return this page to the
Parish Office with your donation. The cost is $45 per memo-
rial. All names will be included in a memorial booklet and
published in the Easter bulletin. Booklets will be available in
the back of the church when printed. To be included in the
memorial booklet and the Easter bulletin, your form and do-
nation must be received at the Parish Office by Wednesday,
March 25. Please print clearly.

In Memory Of Requested By Quantity
Please include your name Total Number of Memorials
and mailing address to re-
ceive your copy of the me- x $45.00 = $

morial booklet:
Additional donation
(optional): $

Total Donation: $

Phone Number: MWWW and
saciifices lead us te - - and envich

- - aur Easter joy!
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Bus Trip to
Resorts Casino in
Atlantic City

When: Tuesday, March 24, 2026
Cost: $40.00 (Receive $20.00 back at
Casino and free refreshments on the bus).

Bus leaves St. Michael’s Church
at 10:15 a.m.

For more information and to
make a reservation call Peter
at 732-801-6886
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Weekend Collection & Attendance

Thank You!
Saturday, February 28, 2026
4:00 PM Mass $3,352.00 263 people
5:30 PM Mass $635.00 97 people
7:00 PM Mass $438.00 74 people
Sunday, March 1, 2026
7:00 AM Mass $1,160.00 71 people
8:30 AM Mass $2,943.00 146 people
10:00 AM Mass $2,078.00 162 people
12:00 PM Mass $2,543.00 151 people
4:00 PM Mass $986.00 158 people
7:00 PM Mass $797.00 139 people

Mailed-in Envelopes for the March 1 collection and for
previous Sunday collections: $1,430.00

This Week’s Total: $16,362.00
Same Week’s Total Last Year: $13,772.00

Second Collection: Catholic Missions Among the Black
and Native Americans: $3,134.00

ON THE CALENDAR AT

St1. MicHAEL'Ss CHURCH

Annual Catholic Appeal 2026

40 Days for Life

Fridays in Lent (Mass at 8:00 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., and 5:30 p.m.; Confes-
sions after each of these Masses;
Eucharistic Adoration 8:30 a.m.-
12:00 p.m.)

Lenten Stations of the Cross and
“Soup & Salad”

Children’s Rosary

St. Patrick’s Day

Sunday Mass of St. Patrick in the
Gaelic Language
(Fr. Daniel Cahill presiding)

St. Michael’s Rosary Altar
Society’s Day of Prayer
(at San Alfonso Retreat House)

Confirmation
First Confessions

Easter Egg Hunt
(front lawn of church)

Palm Sunday
Easter

Easter Mass at Sunrise
(church courtyard)

First Holy Communion
May Crowning of Mary

Second Annual CCD
Communion Breakfast

Commenced February 14-15; Ongoing

February 18- March 29, 2026
(See Page 4 for details)

Friday, February 20-March 27,2026
(excludes Good Friday)
(See Page 3 for details)

Fridays of Lent

6:00p.m. “Soup & salad”

7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
(See Page 3 for details)

Sunday, March 8, 2026
(after the 10:00 a.m. Mass)
(See Page 8 for details)

Tuesday, March 17, 2026
Sunday, March 22, 2026
11:00 a.m.

(See Page 4 for details)
Wednesday, March 25,2026
(See Page 4 for details)

Thursday, March 26, 2026

Saturday, March 21, 2026

Saturday, March 28, 2026
11:30 a.m.

Sunday, March 29, 2026
Sunday, April 5, 2026

Sunday, April 5, 2026
6:00 a.m.

Saturday, May 2, 2026
Sunday, May 3, 2026

Sunday, May 17, 2026




