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M ASS I NTENTIONS:
Saturday, December 30
9:00 AM

Wednesday, January 3

People of the Parish
† Anthony Cerra

8:00 AM † Dorothy Stowman
Daniel Van Burnt

4:00 PM † Mollie Testa

Rene & Jack Brignola

5:00 PM † Jesus Vasquez Flores

Frances Tice

7:30 PM

People of the Parish

† Mary Jane Bolan

Thursday, January 4
8:00 AM † Msgr. Patrick F. Connolly

Sunday, December 31
7:00 AM † Most Rev. John McMahon

Friday, January 5
8:00 AM † Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Morton Jim Cattanach

People of the Parish
9:00 AM † The Wolak Family
10:00 AM † Michael Butler

Frances Wolak
Alice & Bob Schreyer

† Clarice G. Viggiano

Viggiano Family

12:15 PM † Rev. Theodosium Goth

Laura & Chris McCrae
11:00 AM † Robert J. Moran
† Edward & Kathleen
Basaman
12:00 PM † Neil Fitzpatrick
4:00 PM † Kathryn Fromer

Carol Moran and Family
Amy Basaman

Saturday, January 6
9:00 AM People of the Parish
4:00 PM † Vito (Vic) Morgano

Karen Cavalli

5:00 PM † Msgr. John R. Muthig

Joan and Bruce Fromer

7:30 PM People of the Parish

The Sharkey Family

7:30 PM † Msgr. Henry Ward

Sunday, January 7
Monday, January 1
8:00 AM † Pro-Life Cause
† Giuseppina Oldham

7:00 AM † Irene C. Cattanach
Sylvia Marsico
Sylvia Marsico

9:00 AM † Rosa Panduri

Corrina & Saverio Panduri
The Kiernan & Jamison

11:00 AM † Rev. Joseph F. Flanagan

7:00 PM No Mass and no confessions

12:00 PM Sp Int. Hazel Wainright
Butler
† Mario G. Incalicchio

Tuesday, January 2
8:00 AM † Robert Shirvanian
† Eileen & James Karlinski

People of the Parish

10:00 AM † Kathy Kiernan Jamison

12:00 PM † Rev. David Adams

Jim Cattanach

Basaman Family

Bill & Margueritte Dalton
Dorothy O'Hara

4:00 PM † Jim & Mickey McCahill

Peggy Carroll

7:30 PM † Neil Fitzpatrick

Rev. Mark Nillo
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MARCH FOR LIFE
2018
Mass at St. Jerome’s Church
at 6:00 a.m.
Depart St. Jerome’s parking lot
at 6:30 a.m.
Return to St. Jerome’s parking
January 19, 2018
lot
Washington, DC
at appx. 9:30 p.m.
The March for Life began as a small demonstration
in 1973 and rapidly grew to be the largest prolife event in the world. The peaceful demonstration
that has followed on this somber anniversary every
year since 1973 is a witness to the truth concerning
the greatest human rights violation of our time:
abortion. Join us and half a million pro-lifers as we
head once again to Washington, D.C. on Friday,
January 19, 2018 for the 45th annual March
For Life as we walk from the Washington Monument up Constitution Av to the Supreme
Court. Always peaceful and uplifting, The March
For Life offers you the opportunity to stop in at
your federal legislators' offices and let them know
how you feel (and vote!). Defunding the abortion
industry, de-funding embryonic stem cell research,
voting down "right to die" and "death with dignity"
euthanasia legislation are all current hot-button topics you can weigh in on.
We hope that you can join us! Round-trip transportation is
still only a $10 donation which may be paid with a check
payable to St. Jerome’s Church. Bus passengers under 18
years of age must be accompanied by a parent or legal
guardian. To sign-up or for further information: call
Kathryn at 732-581-9735.
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SOLEMNITY OF MARY,
MOTHER OF GOD
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God is not a
Holy Day of Obligation in 2018. Our Mass schedule
that day is as follows:

Monday, January 1, 2018:
8:00 AM and 12:00 Noon

There will be a Holy Hour for Vocations
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. on the Thursday evening that precedes First Friday.
The next Holy Hour for Vocations will be on
Thursday, January 4. The Holy Hour will include Eucharistic Adoration and Confession.
The harvest is great but the laborers are few.
Please join with us in praying for vocations!

First Friday Mass In Latin
First Friday Mass in Latin will be celebrated
on January 5th at12:15 PM.
Confessions will be available after this
Mass.

New Year’s Day:
The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, January 1 for New Year’s Day. The
office will reopen Tuesday, January 2 at
8:30a.m.

December
31, 31,
2017
December
2017
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Celebration of Christmas is not just for children
December 11, 2017
by Bishop David M. O'Connell, C.M.
Every once in a while, at parties or dinners before Christmas, I’ve asked adults about their holiday plans only
to hear some lament “Oh, Christmas is for children.” I must confess that such a comment saddens me a bit.
Yes, Santa Claus and his eight reindeer are for kids; yes, singing “Jingle Bells,” “Rudolph,” “Frosty the Snowman” and the dramatic reading of “Twas the Night Before Christmas” are for kids; and, yes, staying up all
night waiting to tear the wrappings off Christmas presents is for kids. These are the family traditions that
have long accompanied December 25th. Remember your own Christmases and all the excitement and happiness that filled your homes, memories that linger long past childhood and bring a nostalgic smile to your faces? Sure enough, these are the more commercial and secular side of the great feast of Christmas and not the
true “reason for the season.” But they do bring about a feeling of joy that permeates the weeks leading up
to Christmas. They prepare the world for something special, something unlike any other time of the year!
Christmas is, indeed, about a Child but it isn’t only “for children.” The weeks of Advent that the Church offers Christians each year — young and old — ready us for the celebration of the birth of the Christ Child in
Bethlehem over two thousand years ago. There were no Christmas trees then but the evergreens today remind us that Christmas brought about something that is forever, something not just for children. There were
no blinking Christmas lights then but there was a Star that shone so brightly in the ancient eastern sky that
curious shepherds and even Kings followed its light to a stable. There were no gifts exchanged then but gold,
frankincense and myrrh were laid at a baby’s feet. There were no Christmas carols then but angels were
heard singing of “the glory of God and peace on earth.” And children, “staying up all night waiting” now
reminds us of the expectation and hope of Israel then for the long promised Messiah, foretold by the ancient
prophets. A manger, a Mother Mary, a beloved husband Joseph and a Child born and lying there wrapped
in swaddling clothes warmed by the breath of huddled stable animals — that was how Christmas began; and
that is what we celebrate each year as we remember the true “reason for the season.”
“Christmas is for children.” It is, yes — but Christmas is also for every child who has grown to adulthood and
beyond, knowing of and loving the Child born for every one of us that day; the Child who came for every one
of us that day; the Child whose life was lived for every one of us beginning that day and every day
since. Children grow up … and so did the Child Jesus. Christmas was and is one day, true, but it is forever
and for all. Christmas is, truly, “the gift that keeps on giving” no matter how young or old we may be.
Santa, evergreen trees, lights, carols, gifts … they all have their place “for children.” It is up to those among
us who are no longer children, however, to make sure that Christmas’ deeper, truest meaning is never lost or
forgotten or replaced by the worldly “glitter and glow.”
“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6).”
“Joy to the world, the Lord has come!” Merry Christmas!
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O Immaculate Virgin Mary,
Mother of Mercy, you are the
refuge of sinners, the health of
the sick, and the comfort of the
afflicted You know my wants,
my troubles, my sufferings. By
your appearance at the Grotto of
Lourdes you made it a
privileged sanctuary where your
favors are given to people
streaming to it from the whole
world. Over the years countless
sufferers have obtained the cure
for their infirmities - whether of
soul, mind, or body. Therefore I
come to you with limitless confidence to implore your motherly
intercession. Obtain, O loving
Mother, the grant of my
requests.
Through
gratitude
for Your
favors, I
will endeavor to
imitate
Your virtues, that
I may one
day share
in Your
glory.
Amen.
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PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH
YEARLY MASS INTENTIONS

OCTOBER 2018
Salvatore J. Mirarchi
Joe & Carmel Mirarchi

JANUARY 2018
Frank Musorrafiti
Kathy Agresto
Dorothy Brady
Daughter Dee Celli Frank Musorrafiti
Kelli A. McCarthy
Family
Kathleen & Michael Veritas

JULY 2018
Walter & Veronica Skowrenski
Robert Skowrenski & Famil

AUGUST 2018
Ronald Lubischer

November 2018
Susan Michnewich
Jackie, Gerry & Gerry Reeves

November 2019
Susan Michnewich

Wife, Joyce & children, Ronnie & Randy

Billy & Sophia Kalaka

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Our cupboards are bare and we will take any
non-perishable food, especially cereal, fruit
and canned vegetables. Detergent and paper
items will be greatly appreciated. Thank you
for your generosity,
Thank you for your generosity!

CCD Christmas Class Schedule
Sunday Classes resume on Jan. 7th.
Tuesday Classes resume on Jan. 2nd.

Page 6

December 31,
31, 2017
December
2017

How do you know what hymns to
use on a weekly basis?
The current question comes from Joe Pawlak:
How do you know what hymns to use on a weekly basis?
In the second installment exploring this question, I presented a number of questions to help
you think about hymns in new ways. Today,
many answers are revealed – with brevity! You
may find some of the answers to be surprising.
Questions and Short Answers
Is the whole Mass a “macro hymn”? In
other words, is the Mass one large hymn
composed of many shorter hymns? Yes.
Can a hymn be silent? Yes.
Can a hymn be recited aloud without
singing?
Yes.
Is a psalm a hymn? Yes.
Is a spiritual song a hymn? Yes.
Is a biblical canticle a hymn? Yes.
Is a hymn a poem? Yes.
Well, I don’t think I’ve typed the word
“Yes” so many times on one page before. You
may find yourself thinking: “My, my, this certainly doesn’t seem to fit the mold…” If the answer
is “yes,” the next question is “why.” We’ll tease
out an answer as we explore the remaining
questions: What is a hymn? What are the characteristics of hymns? What is the purpose of a
hymn? In what circumstances are hymns used?
How is a hymn constructed? Are hymns characterized by one type of musical style? Are they
characterized by a certain group of styles? What
does the church teach about all this?
Let me know what you think! I’d be happy to hear from you.
Please
contact
me
at
pbergin@stmichaelnj.com or 732-222-8080 if
you have thoughts or questions about this or anything else related to Sacred Music. I invite you
to contribute to this bulletin segment as your
thoughts and questions may benefit other parishioners.

www.stmichaelnj.com
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
There's no more unusual setting to celebrate today's
Feast of the Holy Family than Barcelona, Spain and
the towering unfinished sandcastle known officially as
the Temple Expiatori de la Sagrada Familia. In 1882,
the plan was hatched to build a vast place of worship
in reparation for the revolutionary and liberal leanings
of the city. The modern artist Antoni Gaudi dedicated
his life to the project, living in the building, attending
Mass daily, and giving up his personal wealth. When
people pressed him to pick up the pace, he responded,
"My client is not in a hurry." (Gaudi's cause for beatification is moving along, and he could be the first professional artist and architect to be beatified.)
The Spanish Civil War, a disaster for the Catholic
Church in which thousands of priests, brothers, and
nuns were murdered, halted work in 1935. In the
1950s work began anew, speeded up by computers in
the 1980s. Still, the final stage of construction is not
due to end until 2026. If the original methods had
stayed in place, it would take several hundred more
years to complete the plan. So far there are eight towers, with four to go. The highest steeple is three feet
shorter than the nearest hill, since the architect didn't
want his work to surpass God's artistry. The three faces
of the basilica each have three doors, with the faces
named Passion, Nativity, and Grace. The interior is
crammed with geometric figures that almost seem to
spin, crazy-quilt windows, spiral staircases, and jumbles of statues and figures.
Although inspired by
ancient Gothic cathedrals, the style is called Expressionist, and very little is left unexpressed by the masonry. If you can't afford a visit, Sagrada Familia
maintains a web site, and virtual visits are free.

--Rev. James Field, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.

Christmas 2017 Collection
The tallying of the Christmas collection is a work in progress at this time since cash and checks earmarked for
Christmas continue to come in through the mail and drop
-offs at the parish office. We’ll publish the amount of the
Christmas collection in the Sunday bulletin in the next
few weeks, promptly after we close the books on the
counting process. Also, the collection for the weekend of
December 24 will be published in the January 7 bulletin.
Thank you for your faithful stewardship and financial
support of the parish.
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Pastoral Care
Stephen and Paduan Ministries
Our Extraordinary Ministers made 12 Communion/
shut-in visits and 1 Stephen Ministry visits during
this past week. We pray that we have helped to
bring God’s love and peace to His people in need.

Happy New Year
Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us raise joyful
shouts to the Rock of our salvation. -Ps 95:1
We do not use only our voices and our lips when we
sing a song. We utter an inner song because there is
in us Someone Who listens. St. Augustine
Our Prayer: Heavenly Father, let me sing Your
praises with all that I think, say or do. Grant that my
whole life will reflect Your abiding presence within
me to everyone I encounter. Let me live my faith in
word and deed as I make a New Year’s resolution to
give myself wholly to You every day of my life.
Our Extraordinary Ministers are available for our
parishioners to visit the sick; the elderly; and bring
Communion.
Please contact us if you need us – 732-483-0360,
Ext. 120.

R o s a r i a n P r a y e r G ro u p
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH
This list of parishioners, relatives, and friends are in need of
our prayers for healing. Our Rosarians also pray every
Saturday for all the parishioners of St. Michael’s. Please note
that intentions will be listed for 2 months and then removed,
unless the requestor calls to renew for another 2 months.
Please also note that according to the HIPPA & Privacy Laws
only the sick themselves or family members may request to be
added to the list. Contact the Rectory for all prayer requests.
Thank you and may Our Lord grant healing to all those who
are suffering and in need of our prayers.
Week 4
Michael Wrubel
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PATHWAY TO HEAL
Divorced, Widowed, and Separated
Group
"May you know the beauty of the season, Merry
Christmas. Have a peaceful and a wonderful New
Year."
During this wonderful season there is always the
opportunity for the blues to arrive. Try and find
the middle ground. Change it up. Make new traditions. Do something different, something new. Go
to Mass and confession..
St. Michael's has a group for those that need support with life's new paths and journeys.
The
PATHWAY TO HEAL Group is a ministry for
widowed, separated, and divorced persons.
Our group is here to help those who may be new to
the emotional stresses of separation and loss in
your world. If you need a place to come and feel
safe please plan on attending our group.
Thursday, January 11th & 25th, 2018
7:00PM - St. Michael's Living Room
6 West End Court. Long Branch, NJ
Please Join Us. All Are Welcomed.

2018 Masses
The 2018 Mass Book is open. We kindly ask that
when you come to the office for scheduling, please
bring a written list including the names and dates of
your requests and your name and phone number.
The stipend for Masses is $10.00 per Mass.

2018 Calendars are now available in
the back of the church. Feel free to
take one after Mass. Thank you to
Woolley-Boglioli Funeral Home for
this donation!

HAVE A FINE
FARE DAY
“THE SUPERMARKET WITH SUPERPRICES”
222-8900
320 3rd Ave., Long Branch

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

H Hoffman Funeral Home

415 Broadway • Long Branch, NJ 07740
Barbara A. Hoffman Manager • 732.222.2454 • George P. Hoffman Director
N.J. Lic #3867 Dedicated to meeting your individual needs. N.J. Lic #2472

Pastry Shoppe
Ursula Plaza
444 Ocean Blvd.
Long Branch
222-3838

World Class Paint
And Collision Solutions
Mercedes Benz
Factor y Authorized Facility
Pa u l R . S g ro , Pre s i d e n t
8 5 3 Bro a d w a y
W L o n g Br a n c h
222-3644
Fa x 2 2 2 - 1 7 6 3
w w w. l e e s g a r a g e . c o m
Lic. 02155A-17

WOOLLEY-B OGLIOLI
F U N E R A L

H O M E

Caring attention in
your time of need.
William J. Boglioli, Manager/Owner
N.J. Lic. No. 3652

Lifelong Parishioners of St. Michael’s Parish
10 Morrell Street, Long Branch, NJ 07740

732-229-0122

www.woolleyboglioli.com

From the WLP Vault comes
the Bible Story of Christmas featuring
8 Classic Christmas Carols and a reading
of the Gospel of Luke 2: 4-20
by Bing Crosby! Also available on vinyl.
Photo Courtesy of
Bing Crosby Enterprises

800-566-6150

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00

JOSEPH URAS MONUMENTS
The Area’s Only Exclusive Rock of Ages Dealer
MONUMENTS • GRANITE & BRONZE MARKERS

OPEN 7 DAYS

88 Brighton Avenue
West End, NJ 07740

MAUSOLEUMS • CEMETERY LETTERING

732-222-8728 www.scalaspizzeria.com
Free Estimates
Fully Insured

GOMEZ

173 Rt. 37 W., Toms River

671-1122

473-1122

Serving NJ, PA
& DE

L
L
C

732.777.7888
SPECIALIZING IN BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
& MOLD REMEDIATION SINCE 1984

Residential / Commercial

Cell: 732-621-4449
Guiller mo Gomez

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785

CST 2117990-70

10 Yrs Experience

601 Rt. 35, Middletown

625-1822
Lic. # 13VH08842400

Painting & Finishing

Home Improvements

100 Rt. 9, Manalapan

an Official Travel
Agency of Apostleship
of the Sea-USA

Juan 732-917-3584 www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

TOTAL FLOOR CARE, LLC

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS • PUMPS • COATINGS • FOUNDATION REPAIR • OUTSIDE WATER
MANAGEMENT EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE INSPECTIONS • LICENSED & INSURED

CHECK OUT OUR REVIEWS ON:

Follow us on:

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

New Jersey’s Award Winning Breakfast & Lunch Restaurant

CARPET, UPHOLSTERY, TILE/STONE CLEANING & SEALING
MARBLE & WOOD FLOOR MAINTENANCE
Serving Monmouth and Ocean Counties

OFFICE (732) 280-5577

breakfast, brunch & lunch

92 Ocean Ave. • Long Branch

www.theturningpoint.biz

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Your
ad

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!
email: sales@jspaluch.com

could
be in this
space!

www.jspaluch.com

For Infor mation ... Call
800.524.0263
Advertising Sales
DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE AND ENJOY
CALLING ON LOCAL BUSINESSES?
WE MAY HAVE AN IDEAL POSITION FOR YOU.

Kiczek &
Rachinsky, LLC

Attorneys at Law
ESTABLISHED 1932

191 Franklin Ave. (Corner of 3rd Ave.), Long Branch 07740

(732) 222-2312
R.J. “Bud” Damiano, CPC, Manager NJ Lic. No. 3869
Vida M. Damiano, Director NJ Lic. No. 2375
www.DamianoFuneralHome.com

511550 St Michael Church

226 Broadway
Long Branch, N.J. 07740
(732) 229-0008 Phone
REAL ESTATE, WILLS,
ESTATES, ELDER LAW,
PERSONAL INJURY,
WORKERS COMPENSATION,
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
www.jspaluch.com

FULL TIME AVAILABLE

$45K TO $60K EARNING POTENTIAL
BECOME AN ADVERTISING SALESPERSON FOR

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS.
• Excellent Commission Compensation Program
• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & Disability Insurance Available
If interested, email resume to boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com

EOE

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

