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December 18, 2022 | Fourth Sunday of Advent 

D  M  
Mon –Sat: 8:00 AM  |  Mon: 7:00 PM 
First Friday 12:15 PM in Latin in Feb, Apr, 
June, Aug, Oct, Dec. In English in Jan, Mar, 
May, July, Sept, Nov. And 5:30 PM (on First 
Friday) in English in all months. 
 

W  M  
Saturday: 4:00 PM, 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM 
Sunday: 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 
PM, 4:00 PM, 7:00 PM  
 

D  A  
Please see Page 3 for extra times for Mass, Con-
fession, and Eucharistic Adoration during Ad-
vent. 
 

R  
Monday through Saturday: after the 8:00 a.m. 
Mass until 9:00 a.m.  
Monday Night: after the 7:00 p.m. Mass until 
8:00 p.m.  
Sunday: after the 7:00 a.m. Mass until 8:00 
a.m.; 6:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. prior to the 7:00 
p.m. Mass. 
First Fridays: after the 12:15 p.m. Mass until 
1:15 p.m. After the 5:30  Mass until 6:30 p.m.  
 

R  
To register with the parish, please call the Par-
ish Office for information. 
 

M  
Couples who wish to marry at the parish should 
contact the Parish Office for a Marriage Re-
quest Form, and for further information.  The 
bride or groom, or their parents/grandparents 
must be registered parishioners for at least 
eighteen months prior to the proposed wedding 
date to make arrangements. There is a twelve 
month timeline for wedding preparations. 
 

B  
Baptisms take place generally on Sundays at 
1:15 PM.  Other days/times can also be ar-
ranged. Parents must be registered parishion-
ers, and can call the Parish Office for infor-
mation and scheduling. 

 

Monday through Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. (closed 12:00 Noon -1:00 p.m. for lunch) 

 

Answering service phone coverage at all other 
times.  

“This is how the 
birth of Jesus Christ 

came about....” 
 

            -Matthew 1:18 
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M A S S  I N T E N T IO N S 
Saturday, December 17  

8:00 AM † Mary Haraz Rene & Jack Brignola 

4:00 PM † Dolores Jackson Husband Dennis 

 † Paul Rolleri John & Deborah Perri &                                       
Family 

 † John & Yolanda Cole Jane & Katie Farmer 

5:30 PM † Adelene La Rosa Agnes & Paul D'Angelo 

 † Dick Nolan Lin Criesi 

7:00 PM People of the Parish  

   
Sunday, December 18   

7:00 AM † Ann Plasteras Pat, Anne Marie & Michael                                  
Thayer 

 † Dr. Anthony Villane, Jr. Pat, Anne Marie & Michael                                     
Thayer 

8:30 AM † Rose Marie Scharle Kevin & Maryann Rogers 

 † All Souls in Purgatory Joseph & Kelina Vassallo 

10:00 AM † Joseph L. Heimbold, Sr. Daughter J.E. Boehles 

 † Andrew Bertorelli Bertorelli & Olsen Families 

12:00 PM † Bernie Boglioli Audrey Boglioli 

 † Donna Warren Bill & Mary Richards 

4:00 PM † Betty & Gene Mellone Daughter Linda 

 † Ronald Traversa Wife Lucille 

7:00 PM † Ann Golding Samantha Glassford 

 People of the Parish  

Monday, December 19   
8:00 AM † Andrew Bertorelli Bertorelli & Olsen Families 

 Pro-Life Cause Friends of Sylvia Marsico 

7:00 PM † Kathrine Mae Cittadino Christopher M. Cittadino                                                     
& Grandchildren 

 Special Intention: Victoria 
Arvanitis-Jenks 

Mango & Nastasi Family 

   

 
8:00 AM † John Rogowski Mary Ann Rogowski 

 † Geraldine Fede Debra & John Nunziato 

Tuesday, December 20  

Wednesday, December 21  
8:00 AM † Harry Tokanos Mary 

 † Tony Criesi Lin Criesi 

 † Mary Napolitano Mimi Paolise 

   

Thursday, December 22   
8:00 AM † Nicoletta Mia Ciampa Grandmother 

 † Rev. Joseph J. Miele  

   
Friday, December 23   

8:00 AM † James Dillon, III Friends 

 † Jerry & Florence Kennedy Audrey Boglioli 

12:15 PM † Deceased Grandparents  
5:30 PM † Souls in Purgatory  

   
Saturday, December 24   

8:00 AM † Joseph Welter Loving Family 

 † Rosa & Paolo Panduri Corrina & Saverio Panduri 

3:00 PM † Gloria Brucker (at Mon-
mouth University’s Ocean 
First Bank Arena) 

Eva Cavallo 

5:30 PM † Ronald Traversa Wife Lucille 

 † Steve McCarthy Mango Family 

7:00 PM † Jay Filippo Family 

8:30 PM Peace in Ukraine  
10:00 PM People of the Parish  

   

 
7:00 AM † Ed Thayer, Sr. Pat & Family 

 † Salvatore Mirarchi Joe & Carmel Ann Mirarchi 

 † Lisa Durkin Dolan John & Joanne Durkin 

8:30 AM † Michael Wrubel Wife Maria & Family 

 † Charles Schreck  

 † Doris Gervolino Pat & Liz Gervolino &                            
Family 

10:00 AM † Harold & Julia Bowman Loving Children Michael,                       
Joe & AnneMarie 

 † Anthony (Chubby) Chiafullo Loving Family 

12:00 PM † Connie Anastasi Linda Jensen 

 † Alfred DeTulio Gladys Conner 

4:00 PM † Scott Opatosky Mom & Dad 

 † Peter Lucia Rick & Carol Ferrante 

 † Joseph & Jean Ferrante Rick & Carol Ferrante 

7:00 PM † James Preston Tricia & Louie Vincelli 

 People of the Parish  

Sunday, December 25  

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” 

                                                             Isaiah 7:10 and Matthew 1:23 
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Important Information Re Our Christmas Eve  
and Christmas Day Masses    

 

Please take note of the following information:  
 

     1.  Change of Time. The starting time for our Christmas Eve Mass at the basketball arena at Monmouth Univer-
sity’s Ocean First Bank Center (OFBC) has been changed to 3:00 p.m. instead of 4:00 p.m. The 3:00 p.m. starting 
for this Vigil Mass is with the permission of our Bishop, David O’Connell, received earlier this week on Monday the 
12th. We are grateful to the Bishop for this permission which is necessary in light of the Diocese of Trenton statutes 
which state at Paragraph 279 “Anticipatory or vigil Masses of Sundays and holy days of obligation may not be cele-
brated before 4:00 in the afternoon” except with permission from the Bishop.  

 

     2.  We are very grateful to Monmouth University for making the basketball arena at OFBC available for this 3:00 
p.m. Christmas Eve Mass and also grateful to our neighbors at Our Lady of Hope Parish for their cooperation with 
this Mass. Attending this Mass at 3:00 at OFBC is strongly encouraged taking into account the building’s spacious-
ness (seating for 4,200), ample room for everyone to spread-out and socially distance, high quality ventilation and air
-filtration system, comfortable seating, convenient rest rooms, abundant handicapped seating, and plenty of parking.  
No face mask requirements and no covid-vaccination I.D. card requirements are in effect this year at the OFBC 
(unlike last year’s Christmas Eve 2021 Mass there). The doors at OFBC will open at 2:30 on Christmas Eve.   

 

     3.  There will be no 4:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve.  
 

     4.  We will follow our usual Sunday Mass schedule on Christmas Day including there will be Masses celebrated at 
4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, Christmas Day.  

 

     5.  There will be no scheduled Confessions on Christmas Day. If there is an urgent need for a Confession on 
Christmas Day, please phone the parish office to make an appointment or see the priest after Mass.   

 

     6.  The Upper Church doors will open at 5:00 p.m. for those attending the Christmas Eve 5:30 Mass. The Fire 
Marshal’s seating capacity limits and covid-related best practices will be followed for obvious safety and health rea-
sons and if the building’s seating capacity is reached, the doors will be closed by the ushers for no further admittance 
until the next scheduled Mass. Thank you for your cooperation with these safety considerations. The maximum ca-
pacity for the Upper Church will be 386 and for the Lower Church will be 240.    

 

     7.  In the event of “overflow attendance” at the Upper Church, the Christmas Day Masses and Christmas Eve 
Masses in the Upper Church will be simulcast to a large-screen television monitor in the Lower Church in real time 
and Holy Communion will be available in the Lower Church. Christmas Masses will not be celebrated by an “in-
person” priest in the Lower Church this year.   

 

     8.  Face masks are encouraged but not required at our Christmas Masses. Receiving Communion on the hand and 
not on the tongue is encouraged but not required at our Christmas Masses. Our priests and Extraordinary Ministers of 
the Eucharist will be wearing face masks when they distribute Communion during the Christmas Masses.   
 

     9.  Our Christmas Eve 5:30 Mass and Christmas Day 10:00 Mass will be live-streamed. 
 

     10.  May everyone’s Christmas be “merry and bright” and holy, healthy, safe, and joyful. “God bless us, every-
one!”  

Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24 
 

3:00 p.m. (at the 
Ocean First Bank Center at Monmouth University) 

 

 

5:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 8:30 p.m. & 10:00 p.m.  
(in the Upper Church)  

 

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25 
 

7:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.,                                 
4:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m. 
 (in the Upper Church) 

Christmas Mass Schedule 2022 
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The Blessed Mother, the St. Joseph, and 
the Center Sanctuary Candles will be lit 
this week for the intention that Advent 
will be “a period of devout and expectant 
delight” for the people of St. Michael’s 
and all the world. (Ordo, page 1) 

Advent Worship & Liturgy Update  
 

Extra Masses and extra times for Confessions and  
Eucharistic Adoration have been added to the parish 
calendar on the remaining Fridays of the Season of 
Advent as follows:  
 

·Mass…………………………….…………....12:15 
·Confessions..........................................12:45 to 1:15 
·Eucharistic Adoration ……….....……12:45 to 5:15 
·Benediction……………..……….…………….5:15 
·Mass…………………… ..……...……...……..5:30 
·Confessions............................................6:00 to 6:30 
  

     The 12:15 Mass on December 23 will be in Eng-
lish according to the 1970 Roman Missal. 
 

     In addition, our Advent Penance Service will be 
on Monday, December 19 at 7:30 p.m.  

 

“The Little Blue Book” 
 

 

Advent and Christmas Season  2022-2023 
These books contain six-minute reflections on the 
First Readings for Daily Mass during the Advent/
Christmas Season. If you would like a free copy, 
they are available in the back of the church. 

Blessing of Christmas Creche,                       
Prayers, and Carols: Saturday, Dec. 17 

and Sunday, December 18 
 

The parish’s outdoor Christ-
mas Creche has been installed 
on the rectory’s front lawn 
(please see the accompanying 
photo from Advent 2021). The 
Creche is a gift to the parish 
and to the people of the parish 
and the community in memory 
of Rosa Alba Stranieri from 
Rosa’s family. On Saturday 
the 17th  immediately after the 4:00 p.m. Mass and on 
Sunday the 18th immediately after the 10:00 a.m. Mass 
we will gather at the Creche to bless and re-dedicate it, to 
pray for Rosa’s eternal rest, and to sing Silent Night as a 
parish family. All are invited to attend and participate.   

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 

 

     The parish’s Advent/
Pre-Christmas Penance 
Service will be on Mon-
day, December 19 from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
immediately following 
the conclusion of our 
Monday evening 7:00 
p.m. Mass. Four priests 

will be available to hear 
Confessions that night. 
All are invited and wel-
come to attend and re-
ceive the grace of the 
Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion as part of our spiritu-
al preparation for Christ-
mas.   
      

S   M ,  
M   G  

       

     The Solemnity of Mary, Mother 
of God – like Christmas this year – 
falls on a Sunday, January 1, 2023.  
In most other years when this So-
lemnity falls on a day other than a 
Sunday, the day would be a holy day 
of obligation. It is still a holy day of 
obligation this year, too, in the sense 
that it falls on a Sunday during this 
Christmas Season (Sunday, January 
1) and all Sundays as we all know 
are holy days of obligation.  Attend-

ance and active participation at Mass on January 1st is 
also very appropriate to praise God as the New Year com-
mences, to thank Him for the blessings of the past year, 
and to pray for His continued blessings in 2023.  
      
     We will follow our usual weekend Mass schedule on 
the weekend of Saturday, December 31 and Sunday, Jan-
uary 1 with Vigil Masses on that Saturday at 4:00, 5:30, 
and 7:00 p.m. and Masses on that Sunday at 7:00 a.m., 
8:30, 10:00, 12:00 Noon, 4:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m.   

 
     May the Holy Spirit – through the intercessions of 
Mary, Mother of God and St. Michael – continue to guide 
and protect our parish and the people of St. Michael’s in 
the New Year of 2023.   
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Fr. Alphonse’s  Christmas Concert                                          
at St. Michael’s Church 

 

Sunday, December 18, 2022 
1:30 p.m. in the Upper Church 

 

SOLD OUT! 
 

2023 Mass Book 
 

 

The 2023 Mass Book is now open. We kind-
ly ask that when you come to the office for 
scheduling, please bring a written list includ-
ing the names and dates of your requests and 
your name and phone number. The stipend 
for Masses is $10.00 per Mass.  

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 MARCH FOR LIFE 2023 WASHINGTON D.C.   

 

The 50th Annual National March for Life is scheduled 
for Friday, January 20, 2023 in 
Washington, DC. Please save the 
date. Plans will be announced in 
the coming weeks regarding our 
parish's participation in this event 
including chartered bus transporta-
tion. Please pray for an end to 
abortion, for competent and com-
passionate care for pregnant wom-

en and new mothers in need, and for conversion, recon-
ciliation, and healing. 

NJ Right to Life’s “Rally for Life” in Trenton will no 
longer take place in January, but will be moved to June 
24, 2023 in celebration of the anniversary of the over-
ruling of Roe v Wade. 

The Christmas Wafer: The “Oplatki” 
       

     The word Bethlehem means “House 
of Bread”. The breaking of  bread is a 
sign of charity, unity, friendship, and 
hospitality.  Religious family traditions 
and customs bring the truths of Faith into 
the home.  One of these beautiful Christ-
mas customs is the Christmas Wafer. A 
wafer bearing a simple design commem-
orative of Christ’s birth is broken by the 

head of the family and distributed to each member. With 
a simple prayer for God’s grace and the welfare of the 
present and absent members of the family, the head fami-
ly member breaks the wafer and distributes it, a piece to 
each one at the table. While doing so each member of the 
family is kissed and is wished a joyful feast. The other 
family members then greet one another in the same way. 
 

     The spiritual lesson in this age old custom is unity of 
the family – the main pillar of society. The bond of uni-
ty is the Christ-like charity that should exist amongst the 
members of the family. The father of the family is the 
link in the unbroken chain of One Body, One Bread, One 
Christ, and One Church. The mother of the family is the 
symbol of Mary-the Blessed Mother: a symbol of love, 
maternal care, self-sacrifice, spiritual teacher. The family 
joins in the eternal procession no matter where they are. 
For there is a universal longing by men to be always with 
one another, with God. 
 

     All this brings to mind clearly our charity for one an-
other, to seek salvation together. Family customs remind 
us that we seek and obtain salvation with the help of oth-
ers at all times. 

     The Christmas Oplatki Wafers will be available at no 
charge in the vestibule of the church beginning on the 
Third Sunday of Advent. Please share one (or two!) with 
your family. 

2023 parish calendars are now 
available in the back of the 
church. Please feel free to take 
one after Mass.  

Thank you to the Woolley-Boglioli Funeral 
Home for this donation of the parish calendars! 

     The tickets have sold out for Fr. Al-
phonse’s Christmas Concert at St. 
Michael’s as of December 7. We are very 
grateful to all the parishioners and friends 
of St. Michael’s who have purchased 
tickets for this event.  
     There is the possibility that a limited 
number of tickets will become available 
for purchase during the week beginning on December 
13. We had set aside a block of tickets for priests, sis-
ters, nuns, deacons, etc., clients of the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society, and CCD students and we are awaiting 
RSVPs from some of those invited guests. If any of 
those invitations are declined, we will make those tick-
ets available for purchase and announce the availability 
on the parish website and at Mass as soon as possible. 
Please visit the parish website from time to time for 
updated information about last-minute availability of 
tickets.   
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On the Calendar at  

 St. Michael’s Church 

† 

†

†

†

Weekend Collection & Attendance 
 

Thank You! 
 

 

This Week’s Total: $14,469.00  
Same Week’s Total Last Year: $14,364.00 
Second Collection: Support for Religious Retirement: 
$4,499.00 
Immaculate Conception: $3,723.00 

Parish Business Office Hours   

The parish office will be open for business as follows 
during the week preceding Christmas and the week fol-
lowing Christmas. The office’s usual business hours are:  
 

Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 Noon and 1:00 to 3:30 p.m.   
 
Mon. & Tues., December 19 & 20…….........Usual Hours 
Wed., December 21..Closing at 12:00 for Staff Luncheon 
Thur., December 22……………….…...........Usual Hours 
Fri., December 23……...................Closing at 12:00 Noon  
Mon., December 26……………...............Closed All Day 
Tues, December 27…….....Open: 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
Wed., Dec. 28 to Mon., Jan. 2…................……….Closed 
Tues., January 3….....Re-Opening at 8:30; Normal Hours  

2022 Monmouth County 
SIMBÁNG GABÍ 

 

O come, let us adore Christ the Lord, 
here with us in the Eucharist! 

 

Rosary, Confessions, and Eucharistic 
Adoration at 6:30 p.m. 

Mass at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, December 17, at St. Mary, Mother of 
God Church, Middletown 

Sunday, December 18, at St. Mary of the                    
Assump on Church, Deal 

Monday, December 19, at St. Benedict Church, 
Holmdel 

Tuesday, December 20, at St. James Church, Red 
Bank (with dinner immediately following this 

Mass) 
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St. Michael’s Church Commemorative Ornaments 

New 2022/2023 Edition Series 

     Our Commemorative Ornaments will be available for purchase in the church after the following week-
end Masses during the December 17-18 weekend and on additional dates to be announced: following the 
Saturday 4:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. Masses; and following the Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Masses. 
      

     Four of these ornaments (Last Supper, Crucifixion, Resurrection, Nativity) have been designed and fab-
ricated by using professional photographs of the stained glass windows in our church that depict these ex-
traordinary moments in the life of Christ. 
      

     Each ornament is approximately 3 inches in height and 2 inches in width and packaged in colorful, high-
quality, sturdy boxes as seen above. The ornaments are intended for decorative use in the home or office, 
to be hung on a Christmas tree, or for gift-giving at Christmas Time, Easter Time, or other seasons of the 
year. 

Ornament Pricing: $20.00 each 
 

Our New 2022/2023 Edition ornaments can also be bundled and purchased in a group of all three 
for the price of $45.00 (a $15.00 saving). 

The Last Supper (Matt. 3:26) Crucifixion  (Luke 23:44) Resurrection (Mark 16:16) 

2019 Edition Series 

Nativity Window Christmas Tree 
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HAVE A FINE
FARE DAY

“THE SUPERMARKET WITH SUPERPRICES”

222-8900                                           320 3rd Ave., Long Branch

www.DamianoFuneralHome.com
732~222~2312

191 Franklin Avenue, Long Branch, New Jersey 07740
R.J. “Bud” Damiano, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3869

Family owned and operated since 1932

JOSEPH URAS MONUMENTS
MONUMENTS • GRANITE & BRONZE MARKERS

MAUSOLEUMS • CEMETERY LETTERING

100 Rt. 9, Manalapan

625-1822
601 Rt. 35, Middletown

671-1122
173 Rt. 37 W., Toms River

473-1122

Caring attention in
your time of need.

William J. Boglioli, Manager/Owner
N.J. Lic. No. 3652

Lifelong Parishioners of St. Michael’s Parish

Woolley-Boglioli 
F U N E R A L  H O M E

10 Morrell Street, Long Branch, NJ 07740

732-229-0122
www.woolleyboglioli.com

88 Brighton Avenue
West End, NJ 07740

732-222-8728  www.scalaspizzeria.com

OPEN 7 DAYS

“Always a Gift in
Good Taste”

732.542.7847
www.criterionchocolates.com
125 Lewis Street, Eatontown

 

Wash Land Laundromat
Best Wash, Fold & Dry Cleaning in Town! Open 7 Days 6am-8pm

Pick Up & Delivery Service Available • Credit Cards Accepted
138 Brighton Ave., West End, Long Beach

732.222.9222 • www.washlandnj.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.524.0263
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