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“In The Beginning God Created
The Heavens And The Earth.”
Genesis 1:1

This weekend – July 20 and 21, 2019 – we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 landing on the Moon and we remember
with awe and wonder the first words and the first footsteps of mankind on a heavenly body other than Mother Earth. The photograph above is the memorable and breathtaking image of “earthrise” as seen from Apollo 8 as that spacecraft orbited the Moon on
Christmas Eve 1968. During that mission – which paved the way for Armstrong, Aldrin, and Collins just a few months later – astronauts Borman, Lovell, and Anders read from the Bible and transmitted the first words of Sacred Scripture and the Book of Genesis across the vast void of outer space, reminding everyone that “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” As we
look back on Apollo 11’s unique and historic milestone in the course of human events, may we be grateful for God’s gifts of our
intellect and ingenuity, freedom and courage; the spirit of adventure and curiosity and the desire to strive and achieve; and the
knowledge and the faith that God is always with us…wherever we are. “God looked at everything that He had made, and He
found it very good.” (Genesis 1:31)
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Mon -Fri: 8:00 AM | Mon: 7:00 PM
Sat: 9:00 AM | First Friday in Latin at 12:15 PM
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Saturday: 4:00 PM, 5:00 PM, 7:30 PM
Sunday: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:00 AM,
12 PM, 4:00 PM, 7:30 PM

(Closed daily from 12:00pm–1:00pm)

R

Confessions are heard 12 minutes to 5 minutes before each Mass (except on Monday
nights); on First Friday before the Latin Mass from 12:00 Noon until 12:10 PM; during
the Monthly Holy Hour for Vocations; and on Monday nights after (not before) the
7:00 PM Mass until 8:00 PM.
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Please call the Parish Office for anointing of the sick. When the office is closed, the
answering service will appropriately direct your call. If you or your loved one is in a
hospital, the head nurse could also call for the chaplain to make arrangements.
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800 Ocean Avenue | Long Branch, NJ 07740
Ph: (732) 222-8080 | Fx: (732) 870-1174
www.stmichaelnj.com
Summer Hours: Mon–Thu 8:30am-3:30pm
Fri 8:30am-12pm
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Rev. John Butler, Pastor
Rev. Mark Nillo, Parochial Vicar
Susan McCullough, Business Manager
Paul Bergin, Music Director
Kevin Connelly, Director of Religious Education
Jamie Plantamura, Director of Youth Ministries
Mary Valan, Parish Secretary
Jose Rodriguez, Maintenance Manager
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Saturday, July 20
9:00 AM † Emilia & Jose Reis

www.stmichaelnj.com

Thursday, July 25
Son & Family

8:00 AM † William Schmidt

People of the Parish
4:00 PM † Dolores Jackson
† Joseph Conte
5:00 PM † Tony Evans
† Sal Stranieri

Dennis Jackson
Mary & George Cieri

Booty

Joe Mirarchi

Sunday, July 21
7:00 AM † William A. Schmidt

Hopkins Family

† Christine & Bill Lisa

Anne & Bill Lisa

9:00 AM † Esther Jean Greenwood
† Gregory C. Hazard
10:00 AM † Bernie Boglioli
† Joseph M. Lucarelli
11:00 AM Special Intention: Celeste
Carlesimo
† Alex Jannicelli Sr.
12:00 PM † Jayne Shalkowski
† Harold & Julia Bowman
4:00 PM † Stephan DeSimone

Mogila Family
Uncle Bruce Crowell
& Sharon
Anita Lucarelli McLean
Family
Drum Family
Ambrosino Family
Children
Angela Hicks & Familky

Margaret & Bob Clinton

7:00 PM † Louis Carlesimo
† Fr. Leon Buni

Friends of Sylvia Marsico
Mary
Children
Madeline Muscatello

Tuesday, July 23
8:00 AM † Michael Murray
† Marion DeHaven

Paula
Lois & Brett Danielson

Wednesday, July 24
8:00 AM † Theresa Brignola
† Tony Albano

9:00 AM † Delia Sheridan & Joan
Harrigan

Family

† Irene F. & Edward W.
Moskal I (78th Wedding
Anniversary)
4:00 PM † Karen Smith

Barbara & Edward
Moskal Jr.

† John Malgieri
5:00 PM † Helen Woolley
† Jose A. Sebastiao, Jr.
7:30 PM † Walter Zulinski

Smitty
Pat & Pat Chiafullo
Lex & Janet Tucci
Tony & Natalina Gomes
Repko & Zulinski Families

Sunday, July 28
7:00 AM Special Intention: Louis
Carlesimo Jr.
Special Intention: Schmidt
Family

Family

9:00 AM † James Mazza

Bill & Mary Richards

† Rev. Russell Abata
10:00 AM † Rose Santantonio

11:00 AM † Harold J. Bowman
† Ralph Martucci
12:00 PM † Michael D. Ebert

Monday, July 22
† Mickey DeLisa

Saturday, July 27

† Joseph W. Williams

6:00 PM No Youth and Young Adult Mass This Month

8:00 AM † Pro-Life Cause

Russo Family

Audrey Boglioli

People of the Parish

7:30 PM † Marion DeHaven

8:00 AM † John McLaughlin

Pete

7:30 PM † Fr. Jay Bowden
† Donald “Dink” Henry

Friday, July 26

Rene & Jack Brignola
Agnes & Paul D'Angelo

† John Anthony Luongo
4:00 PM † David Candelino

Hopkins Family

Rick Binaco
Loveland Family
Sam Peluso
AnnMarie & Joseph
Principe
Laura & Mario Ercolino
Joann Hall
Lester Luongo
Tony & Natalina Gomes

People of the Parish
7:30 PM † Marc & Charles Roberts

Linda & Charles Roberts

This week the altar flowers were
donated by Michael Bowman in
loving memory of Salvatore V.
Cavallaro.
The St. Joseph’s Sanctuary Candle will
be lit this week in loving memory of
Richard Taglianetti, requested by Erich
Bodnar.
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Note: Pope Paul VI closely followed the Apollo 11 mission on television in 1969 – 50 years ago this weekend when
man first walked on the Moon. A few minutes after the touchdown of the lunar module Eagle at the Sea of Tranquility, the Holy Father issued the following message of good wishes and prayers to the American astronauts – a
“festive hymn on the part of our whole terrestrial globe” to the “conquerors of the moon.”
Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth to men of good will!
Christ, when coming among us from the abysses of the divinity, made this blessed voice resound in the firmament. Today We, his humble representative, echo and repeat it as a festive hymn on the part of our whole terrestrial globe, no longer the insurmountable boundary of human existence but the open threshold to the wide expanse of
boundless space and new destinies. Glory to God!

And honour to you, the architects of this great space undertaking! Honour to the men responsible – to the scientists, the planners, the organizers, and the technicians who made it a reality! Honour to all those who have made
possible this most daring flight. Honour to all of you who in any way played a part. Honour to you who, seated at
your marvellous instruments, control the flight; to you whom inform the world of the enterprise and its time-table,
which extends to the depths of the heavens the wise and bold dominion of man.
Honour, greetings and blessings!
Here, from His Observatory at Castel Gandolfo, near Rome, Pope Paul the Sixth is speaking to you astronauts.
Honour, greetings and blessing to you, conquerors of the Moon, pale lamp of our nights and our dreams! Bring to
her, with your living presence, the voice of the spirit, a hymn to God, our Creator and our Father.
We are close to you, with our good wishes and with our prayers. Together with the whole Catholic Church, Paul
the Sixth salutes you.
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Mary Poppins to Visit St. Michael’s

Mary Poppins
Saturday, July 13, 1:30 p.m.

Mary Poppins Returns
This Sunday, July 21, 5:00 p.m.

Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!
We are very pleased to present the Mary Poppins movies of 1964 and
2018 here at St. Michael’s on consecutive weekends this month in the
Lower Church…free popcorn included! Both movies have been scheduled at times to conveniently coincide with the next Mass or the previous
Mass. Feel free to bring a beach blanket or folding lawn chair for comfortable seating and your own snacks and beverages.
• The Julie Andrews 1964 version: Saturday, July 13 at 1:30 p.m.
• The Emily Blunt 2018 version will be offered this Sunday, July 21 at
5:00 p.m. – shortly after the conclusion of that afternoon’s 4:00 Sunday Mass for those who desire to attend
the Mass and then the movie.
• Both films are family, fantasy, musical, comedy, award-winning classics. No admission charge. All are
invited and welcome. To assist as a volunteer on July 21, please contact Michele Kiernan at 732-9212803 or Fr. Mark or Fr. John at the parish office.
• A local vocalist/actress and vocalist/actor from our
area will be with us at each of these screenings costumed as and portraying Mary Poppins and Mr. Banks,
respectively, to lead us in a song or two and add to our
enjoyment of the movies.

On the Calendar at
St. Michael’s Church
The monthly Youth and
Young Adults Mass will be
suspended during the summer months of July and August and will resume in
September. This Mass is
ordinarily celebrated on the
third Sunday of the month at 6:00 p.m. Please follow
the bulletin for further information about this Mass.

Annual Catholic Appeal 2019
Mary Poppins Returns
Summer Choir at
Lakewood Blueclaws
(Details on page 5)
Monmouth County Red Mass
Bishop O’Connell presiding/
preaching

Ongoing
Sunday, July 21, 2019
5:00 p.m.
August 17, 2019
(Mass at 5:00 ; Supper at 6:00;
Game at 7:00 p.m.)
Sunday, October 13, 2019
12:00 p.m.
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SUMMER IS HERE!
Do you like baseball? Do you like to sing?
The St. Michael’s Summer Choir is inviting all members of the parish (of any age over seven years
old.…children, teenagers, young adults, middle-agers, senior citizens!!!) to become part of our team
who will be singing at a Lakewood Blueclaws game later this summer. Many of the children who were
part of our very successful Christmas Choir and Easter Choir and adult members of the 2018 Summer
Choir have already signed-up for this August event. Rehearsals will be once-per-week on Saturday
afternoons July 20 and 27 and August 3 and 10 from 3:15 to 3:45 in the Lower Church (a convenient
time for those who might want to go from Choir Rehearsal directly to the Saturday 4:00 p.m. Mass). Our
music director Paul Bergin will lead the choir. The Blueclaws game at which we will sing will be on
Saturday, August 17 at 7:00 p.m. We’re asking from our Summer Choir members that they make a
sincere commitment to attend all four Saturday afternoon rehearsals as well as the August 17
performance. We’re hoping to have 20 or more choir members of all ages from our parish dressed in St.
Michael’s polo shirts and St. Michael’s baseball caps (which we will provide to you at no charge)
enthusiastically singing of God and Country and the National Pastime right behind home plate! And like
last year, we will celebrate a Vigil Mass together at 5:00 p.m. prior to the game in the Blueclaws’
Conference Room on the suite level of the stadium.

Come out for a great night watching the Blueclaws, singing the 7th inning stretch
songs God Bless America and Take Me Out To The Ball Game, and attending Mass.
Who: Everyone (over 7 years of age)!
When: August 17th Game & Four Saturday Rehearsals
How To Sign-Up: Contact Paul Bergin at 732-222-8080 ext. 118 or
pbergin@stmichaelnj.com or complete the sign-up sheet in the
church vestibule.

Hope to see you .... “at the old ball game!”
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2019
After Twenty Two
Weekends

Each of us has a vital part in
all we do in Christ’s name, and
each of us can share in all we
do with a gift to the Annual
Catholic Appeal. Our single
Act of Faith propels the works
of love that build up our
Church. You make that happen
with a generous gift to the
ACA. Your contribution does
make a difference! Please help.
Please contribute. Please make
a pledge.

www.stmichaelnj.com
2019
After Twenty Two
Weekends

*This $109,307 figure is

approximately 102.28% of
our parish goal. It was
received during the first
Parish Goal = $109,000
twenty two weekends of
the campaign (tallied as of
$109,307* July 16) from 298 pledgers or check-writing contributors (and many uni$74,608
dentified,
unquantified
$50,000
cash contributors) all of
whom comprise approxi$25,000
mately 10.65% of the
2,798 registered households of the parish. Thank
you! The Diocese sent a
The two “thermometers” above compare our
Diocesan-wide
“second
parish’s 2018 vs. 2019 results-to-date in the
Annual Catholic Appeal. The thermometers mailing” during the week
indicate very good news. Collection basket of May 20 to registered
donations last weekend and a pledge of parishioners other than
$3,000 have put the parish over our goal. the 10.65% noted above
Thank you and congratulations! Since there
asking for prayerful conis historically a 5% non-redemption rate with
pledges to the ACA, we’ll continue our cam- sideration of a pledge/
paign efforts for a few more weeks to build a contribution to the Annual
cushion and ensure that actual collections Catholic Appeal. Please
exceed the goal. Again, thanks and congratu- help to the extent that you
lations!
can.

Communion Visits
Please keep in mind that the parish
priests and our lay Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist are available and
eager to bring Communion to parishioners who are in the hospital (nursing
homes, assisted living facilities, rehab
centers, and hospices, too) and to parishioners who are at home but unable
to get to church. Please contact Mary
Valan at the parish office or Dotty
O'Hara at (908) 310-6497 to make arrangements. Hospitals and other healthcare facilities generally
do not notify the parish office regarding their Catholic
patients who desire to receive Communion. And so it
falls to the patient herself/himself or to a family member
or friend to contact the parish office to make the request. The parish priests will also very gladly make a
hospital visit or home visit to hear a Confession and/or
administer the Sacrament of
the Sick in addition to bringing Holy Communion. Please
remember to contact the parish office or Dotty to make
these arrangements. Thank
you.

Vacation Bible School 2019 - ROAR!!!
The parish’s Vacation Bible
School 2019 (VBS) was conducted last week. It was enjoyable and well done and well
attended. The children participated in arts and
crafts, singing,
prayer time, Bible-learning
activities, a
day-trip to
the
Sandy
Hook beach,
Closing
Mass
on
Friday, and other activities.
Many new friendships were
formed, too. Thank you to
D.R.E. Kevin Connelly and to
all the volunteers and aides and
to the children and parents and
grandparents. ROAR!!! Life is
wild! God is good!
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Our Seminarian’s “Vocation Story” and His Rewarding Summer With Us
Pastor’s Note: Our visiting “summer seminarian” Wynne Kerridge is concluding his six-week summer parish assignment here at St. Michael’s this weekend. We have been very fortunate to have had Wynne with us. He has
worked hard; contributed to parish life in a mature, very positive way; shared his talents and love of God; led us in
prayer; accepted and completed his day-to-day assignments with cheerfulness and competence; and scrambled eggs
with ham and cheddar cheese that rival Amy’s and the Blue Swan Diner’s. He even washes the dishes and the skillet and the cutting board!
One of Wynne’s summer writing assignments has been the preparation of a brief essay (please
see below) describing his “vocation story” to date – a few paragraphs summarizing how
Wynne got to where he is at present in sensing, pursuing, and discerning a call to the priesthood and an analytical, critical, self-evaluation of his suitability for the life and the work of a
parish priest. Essays such as this help the seminarian in the continuous self-assessment (not
unlike the examination of conscience that precedes every penitent’s Confession) and on-going
discernment that are an intrinsic part of preparation for the priesthood. These essays can also
– with the help of God – contribute to igniting or advancing thoughts in the mind of the reader
(or, perhaps, in the mind of a relative or a friend of the reader) in the directon of serving God
in ordained ministry or conscecrated religious life. Please read on. And please pray for
Wynne and please pray for vocations.
I was received into the Roman Catholic Church during my sophomore year of college. Prior to that time (growing up a practicing Protestant), I had not thought about priesthood as a possible vocation and
career. When I became Catholic, a number of my friends at Princeton University were thinking of the priesthood
and so it was clear that this was something that I would need to consider.
The moral life flows from the two Great Commandments, Love of God and Love of neighbor, something that
was thoroughly instructed and drilled into me by the Anglican liturgy. Thus if my whole life was to be ordered to
fulfillment of the Great Commandments, then I would need to make a choice of what to do with my life in accord
with them. I came to the conclusion that if I were in fact well-suited to being a priest, then that would be the state in
life that would most effectively enable me to pursue the service of God and neighbor.
Because God (in His divinity) is all-powerful and self-sufficient, there is little we (in our humanity) can do for
Him except to glorify Him. Offering the Sacrifice of the Mass is the best way to glorify Him. The most important
part of serving our neighbors’ good is to assist in their pursuit of eternal salvation and sanctification. In the light of
eternity, other concerns pale in importance. While the Church is divine in origin and sustained by the Holy Spirit, it
needs priests to administer the Sacraments. Jesus made that clear. And though the harvest is plentiful, the laborers
are few.
To see whether the priesthood is in fact the best path for me and the path to which I am called (“discernment”), I
have taken thus far a variety of steps. I attended daily Mass and took my prayer life more seriously. I started altar
serving and regularly assisted the university chaplain as needed. I talked about this with my
Catholic friends and the local Catholic pastor. I visited various religious communities and talked
to the vocation director for the Diocese of Trenton. By the time of college graduation, it was
clear that the best way to determine if the priesthood was the correct path and the called-to path
was to start being formed to be a priest. The best place to discern the priesthood is in the seminary. Thus I decided to enter formation in a religious community, the FSJC (Fraternité de Saint
Joseph Gardien in France) that I had done some work with before and whose life of parish ministry combined with a strong liturgical focus. While my time in the FSJC made it clear that that
particular community was not my life’s calling, the experience of parish priesthood was very
helpful and confirmed my belief that this was the path that God was calling me to pursue. And
so I applied for – and was accepted into – the program for priestly formation of the Diocese of
Trenton, the diocese where I had become Catholic.
I will soon be entering my second of six years of seminary studies (at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Maryland) and continuing in my on-going discernment of the vocation to
which I believe God is calling me. I am very grateful for the six weeks that I have spent here at
St. Michael’s experiencing and learning from parish life, rectory living, and the Jersey Shore at
its most enjoyable summer-time peak. Please keep me in your prayers and I will keep you in
mine. And please pray for more vocations. May God bless St. Michael’s Parish.
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Bishop O’Connell’s Wedding Anniversaries
Mass and Blessing
October 6, 2019
All couples celebrating their 1st, 25th or 50+
wedding anniversary during the 2019 calendar year are invited to gather with family and
friends to share the Eucharist, renew your
sacred wedding vows, and receive Bishop
O’Connell’s Episcopal Blessing. Anniversary
Couples from Ocean and Monmouth Counties may attend the Sunday, October 6, 2019 Mass and Blessing at 3:00 p.m. at the Co-Cathedral of St. Robert Bellarmine
in Freehold. Couples must register through their home parish;
the registration deadline for all anniversary couples is September 15, 2019. Please phone our parish secretary Mary Valan to
make a reservation.

www.stmichaelnj.com

Pastoral Care
Stephen and Paduan Ministries
Our Extraordinary Ministers made 14 Communion/
homebound visits and one Stephen Ministry visit
during this past week. We pray that we have helped
to bring God’s love and peace to His people in need.
Christian Living
“I did not come to judge the world but to save the
world.” John 12:47
“There is a unique remedy for the ills of society. It
consists in returning to Christian living and clinging
to Christian institutions.” Pope Leo XIII
Our Prayer: Lord Jesus, teach me to bring Your
saving message and love to the world. In my own
small way, let me change the world by giving Christian example to everyone I meet.
Our Extraordinary Ministers are available for our parishioners - - to visit the sick and the elderly; and bring Communion to those who are unable to attend Mass. Please
contact us if you need us – 732-483-0360 ext. 120.

We may not always understand where we are
going, or what's being worked out in us, but
we can trust that something good is
happening.” Language of Letting Go
Did I offer peace today? Did I bring a smile to
someone's face? Did I say words of healing? Did
I let go of my anger and resentment? Did I forgive? Did I love? These are the real questions. I
must trust that the little bit of love that I sow now
will bear many fruits, here in this world and the
life to come. Henri Nouwen
The PATHWAY TO HEAL is for those that need support
with life's new paths and journeys.
We are a ministry for separated, divorced and widowed persons.
If you need a place to come and feel safe please plan on attending our group.

Our next meeting is on

Thursday, July 25th at
7:00PM

St. Michael's Living Room at
6 West End Court, Long Branch, NJ

Please Join Us. All Are Welcomed.
Please contact the Rectory if you need
immediate assistance.

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Weekend Collection & Attendance
Thank You!
Saturday, July 6, 2019
4:00 PM Mass
$2,874.58
227 people
5:00 PM Mass
$1,430.00
144 people
7:30 PM Mass
$1,004.00
126 people
Sunday, July 7, 2019
7:00 AM Mass
$2,305.00
183 people
$1,905.00
161 people
9:00 AM Mass
10:00 AM Mass
$965.00
142 people
$1,386.00
177 people
11:00 AM Mass
12:00 PM Mass
$1,168.00
134 people
$819.00
128 people
4:00 PM Mass
7:30 PM Mass
$1,435.00
309 people
_______________________________________
TOTALS:
$15,291.58
1,731 people

NEIGHBORING PARISHES OF
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Teenagers from
throughout the Diocese of Trenton
gathered in Brick,
NJ near the Church
of the Visitation
last Saturday the
13th to participate
in “Mission: Jersey” – a community
service project specifically utilizing the talents and energy of young people.
Please see the accompanying photo. The youths were led
by Dan Waddington of the Diocese Office of Youth Ministry and collaborated with Seeds of Service, a local community agency in Brick. The group spent the entire day
doing a thorough clean-up of a disabled senior citizen’s
basement, garage, and outdoor property. Boxes of submarine sandwiches to feed 25 hungry teenagers and adult
volunteers were generously donated by the Jersey Mike’s
of the Ursula Shopping Center in Long Branch. Thank
you, teenagers. Thank you, Dan and your team. Thank
you, Seeds of Service. And thank you, Jersey Mike’s.

PROPAGATION

OF THE FAITH
WEEKLY MASS INTENTION

St. Dorothea (www.stdorothea.org)

Adoration every Tuesday from 11:00-6:45 p.m. Mass at
7:00 p.m.
Bilingual Mass July 22 at 3:00 p.m. Fellowship will follow the
Mass. Everyone is welcome.

Christ the King (www.cklb.org)

Mass for the Feast of St. Anne will be celebrated on Friday, July 26, 12:10 p.m. at Holy Trinity Church. Dick Gallo
Memorial Golf Outing Mon, Aug 26, 2019, Pebble Creek
Golf Course, Colts Neck, NJ. Call Richard Kuhn at
732-539-1724

Our Lady of Hope Paris (www.ladyofhopeparish.org)
If you are interested in joining us on September 22, 2019
for a special luncheon at Gibbs Estate at Suneagles Golf
Club honoring the legendary Sister Angelina Pelliccia.
please call 732-222-8686 for more information.

Precious Blood (churchofthepreciousblood.org)

This weekend, July 20 and 21, we will have our Baby Diaper and Baby Wipes Collection. All donations will be given
to agencies helping mothers and babies in our area. Drop
your donations in the bin in the back of the church.

St. Michael’s (www.stmichaelnj.com)

Holy Hour for Vocations on Thursday, August 1 at
7:00 p.m.
Friday, August 2nd - Mass in Latin at 12:15; Eucharistic
Adoration 12:45-5:15; Confessions 5:15-5:25;
Mass at 5:30 p.m.

† Ronald Lubischer r/o Joyce Lubischer

YEARLY MASS INTENTIONS
JULY 2019
Walter & Veronica Skowrenski
r/o Robert Skowrenski & Family

NOVEMBER 2019
Louis Carlesimo r/o Children
Ursula Carlesimo r/o Children

OCTOBER 2019
Salvatore J. Mirarchi
r/o Joe & Carmel Mirarchi
Ronald Lubischer r/o Family

DECEMBER 2019
Dorothy Brady
r/o Daughter Dee Celli

Rosarian Prayer Group
PRAYERS FOR THE removed, unless the suffering and in need
SICK OF THE
requestor calls to of our prayers.
PARISH
renew for another two
Week 2
This is a list of months. Please also
parishioners,
rela- note that according to Alfred “Butch” Guzzi

tives, and friends who
are in need of our
prayers for healing.
Our Rosarians also
pray every Saturday
for
all
the
parishioners of St.
Michael’s.
Please
note that intentions
will be listed for two
months and then

the HIPPA & privacy
laws only the sick
themselves or family
members may request
to be added to the list.
Contact the Parish
Office for all prayer
requests. Thank you
and may Our Lord
grant healing to all
those
who
are

Week 3
Joanne Buono
Week 5
Suzanne Petrizzi
Bernadette Devine
Week 7
Jen Herchakowski
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A Kind and Holy Gift: St. Michael’s
Receives Relic of Blessed Angela Truszkowska
A member of the parish – Judy Pawlak – recently donated a relic of Blessed Angela Truszkowska to Saint
Micheal’s. We thank Judy for her kind and generous gift. Photos of the relic and the certificate of authencity (in
Latin) pertaining to the relic accompany this message. An English translation of the Latin certificate of authenticity has been
prepared for us
by our summer
seminarian
Wynne Kerridge
and also accompanies this message. Wynne –
as many parishioners will recall
from his introductory
biographical note in
the June 16 bulletin – has studied the Latin language since his
grammar school
days. He’ll be
completing his
summer
parish
assignment with
us this Sunday
before a few
weeks of R&R at
home in Texas
and then returning to the seminary in late August at Mount St.
Mary’s in Emmitsburg, Maryland.
Wynne
contributed
to
this note regarding Blessed Angela, her relic,
and relics in general. Portions of
this note are also
excerpted from
an essay on relics by Fr. William Saunders available at http://catholicstraightanswers.com/what-are-relics/.
“Relics include the physical remains of a saint (or of a person who is considered holy but not yet officially canonized) such as a bone fragment or a
drop of blood. Relics also include [possessions of that person such as a Rosary or clerical vestments or other articles of
clothing or] other objects which have been
‘sanctified’ by being touched to his or her
body or possessions.” Venerating relics is a
fitting way of honoring those who lived lives
filled with the love of God and neighbor and
for cultivating a relationship with those in the
Church Triumphant.
“In his Letter to Riparius, St. Jerome wrote
the following about relics and their use/
purpose: ‘We do not worship, we do not
adore, for fear that we should bow down to the
creature rather than to the Creator, but we venerate the relics of the martyrs
in order the better to adore Him whose martyrs they are.’ Here we need to
pause for a moment. Perhaps in our technological age, the whole idea of relics may seem strange. Remember, all of us treasure things that have belonged to someone we love – a piece of clothing, another personal item, or a
lock of hair. Those ‘relics’ remind us of the love we continue to share with
that person while she/he was still living and even after death. We are very

The English-to-Latin Translation of the Relic’s Certificate:
Brother Paul Rossi Postulator
General for the Cause of Capucian Servants of God. Wherever
this document is inspected we
declare and testify that we have
received this bone fragment of
Blessed Maria Angela Truszkowska from an authentic source
and recognize it as legitimate.
And it is reverently placed in a
round metal case closed with
crystal, with an interior woven
from silk and signed with our
small seal in red Spanish wax.
In attestation of this, we sign
this document in our own hand
and seal it with our larger seal
and this is to be kept faithfully
with the case. Given in Rome
from the Curia on April 18,
1993.
/s/Fr. Paul Rossi
(continued on page 11)
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A Kind and Holy Gift: St. Michael’s
Receives Relic of Blessed Angela Truszkowska
(continued from page 10)

‘proud to say, This belongs to my mother,’ for instance. Our hearts are torn when we think about disposing of
the very personal things of a deceased loved one. With great reverence then, we treasure the relics of saints, the
holy instruments of God.
“The use of relics has some, although limited, basis in Sacred Scripture. In Acts of the Apostles, for example,
we read, ‘Meanwhile, God worked extraordinary miracles at the hands of Paul. When handkerchiefs or cloths
which had touched his skin were applied to the sick, their diseases were cured and evil spirits departed from
them.” (Acts 19:11-12) In this
and other passages, a reverence
was given to the actual body or
clothing of the very holy people
who were indeed God’s chosen
instruments. Indeed, miracles
were connected with these
‘relics’– not that some magical
power existed in them, but just as
God’s work was done through
the lives of these holy women
and men so did His work continue after their deaths. Likewise,
just as people were drawn closer
to God through the lives of these
holy ones, so did they (even if
through their remains) inspire
others to draw closer even after
their deaths. This perspective
provides the Church’s understanding of relics.
“The Council of Trent in 1563
the saints, and venerating their
sacred bodies of the holy martyrs
Christ, which have been living
ple of the Holy Spirit, and which
rified by Him unto life eternal,
faithful. Through them, many
God.”
In all, relics remind us of the
of his or her cooperation in God’s
inspire us to ask for the prayers
the grace of God to live the same

defended invoking the prayers of
relics and burial places: ‘The
and of the other saints living with
members of Christ and the temare destined to be raised and gloshould also be venerated by the
benefits are granted to men by
holiness of a saint or blessed and
work; at the same time, relics
of that saint or blessed and to beg
kind of faith-filled life.”

And who is Blessed Angela
Truszkowska? Angela was born
to a Polish family near Kalisz in 1825. She died in 1899. She was well educated before developing tuberculosis at
sixteen. She went to convalesce in Switzerland and grew in love for the Lord there. When she returned home she
wanted to be a Visitation Nun but she realized that she needed to take care of her ailing father. She became an
active member of the Saint Vincent De Paul Society and cared for the poor of Warsaw especially orphans and the
elderly. A small group of friends started helping her and they took private vows. This group and their efforts continued to grow and with the help of the Capuchins became a full religious order, the Felician Sisters. Sister Angela was beatified in 1993 by St. Pope John Paul II. Her relic will be on display and available for veneration in front
of the church’s St. Joseph altar through the end of August.

Reflection on Blessed Angela Truszkowska
Like Saints Francis of Assisi and Ignatius of Antioch, Blessed Mary Angela experienced a conversion while convalescing from an illness. The Lord can use sickness as well as other situations to speak to the heart of an individual. This does not imply that God caused the illness; just that he used the opportunity to speak to Blessed Angela’s heart. From Blessed Mary Angela Truszkowska’s Story at https://www.franciscanmedia.org/blessed-maryangela-truszkowska/
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