ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH
April 16,2023 | Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday of Divine Mercy)

DArLy Mass

Mon -Sat: 8:00 AM | Mon: 7:00 PM

First Friday 12:15 PM in Latin in Feb, Apr,
June, Aug, Oct, Dec. In English in Jan, Mar,
May, July, Sept, Nov. And 5:30 PM (on First
Friday) in English in all months.

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday: 4:00 PM, 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM

Sunday: 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00
PM, 4:00 PM, 7:00 PM

RECONCILIATION

Monday through Saturday: after the 8:00 a.m.
Mass until 9:00 a.m. _
XSS%?%_NIQM after the 7:00 p.m. Mass until Divine Mercy Sunday
Sunday: after the 7:00 a.m. Mass until 8:00 April 16, 2023
a.m.; 6:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. prior to the 7:00
p.m. Mass.

First Fridays: after the 12:15 p.m. Mass until
1:15 p.m. After the 5:30 Mass until 6:30 p.m.

REGISTRATION
To register with the parish, please call the Par-
ish Office for information.

MARRIAGES

Couples who wish to marry at the parish should
contact the Parish Office for a Marriage Re-
quest Form, and for further information. The
bride or groom, or their parents/grandparents
must be registered parishioners for at least
eighteen months prior to the proposed wedding
date to make arrangements. There is a twelve
month timeline for wedding preparations.

BAprTISMS

Baptisms take place generally on Sundays at
1:15 PM. Other days/times can also be ar-
ranged. Parents must be registered parishion-
ers, and can call the Parish Office for infor-
mation and scheduling.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

To enroll your child for our Religious Educa-
tion classes, please contact Kevin Connelly, ext.
2 at the Catholic Center.

PARISH OFFICE PARISH STAFF CAaTtHOLIC CENTER AND
800 Ocean Avenue | Long Branch, NJ 07740 Rev. John Butler, Pastor RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Ph: (732) 222-8080 | Fx: (732) 870-1174 Rev. Cyril Johnson, Parochial Vicar OFFICE
www.stmichaelnj.com Thomas Randazzo, Business Manager 16 Beechwood A West Lone Branch
Monday through Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 3:30  Kevin Connelly, Director of Religious Ed. CECHNO0 Vl\elg‘:)%ﬁ R
p.m. (closed 12:00 Noon -1:00 p.m. for lunch) Mary Valan, Parish Secretary Ph: (732) 483-0360 | Fx: (732) 795-3262

Answering service phone coverage at all other Emily Carroll, Assistant Parish Secretary
° ptimes. ’ Lauren Walters, Acting Music Director ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Larry Swenson, Maintenace Coordinator 732-483-0360 ext. 1
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Then Jesus said to Thom-
as, “Put your finger here
and see my hands, and
bring your hand and put
it into my side, and do
not be unbelieving, but

believe.”

- John 20:26-27

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, April 15

8:00 AM T Louise San Antonio
People of the Parish

4:00 PM t Matthew Sciarrillo
1 Joseph Palumbo

5:30 PM T Daniel O'Connor
T Alba Cuomo

7:00 PM T Marie Wetz

Special Intention:
Alice & Dennis Schilling

Sunday, April 16
7:00 AM T Charles Murrin

1 Deceased Members of the
Russo Family

8:30 AM T Kathleen Taylor

T Louise San Antonio

10:00 AM t George Christopher
T Janice Tomaine

12:00 PM 1 Emilia & Julius B. Simonelli
T Thomas George

4:00 PM t Rick Ebert

T Veronica Heaning

7:00 PM T Incoronata (Nada) Raffa
Koenigsberg

People of the Parish

Monday, April 17
8:00 AM Pro-Life Cause

T Louise San Antonio

1 Edward Thayer, Sr.
7:00 PM 1 Joan C. Largey

T Yvonne Guire

Maureen Muzzi Fackenthal
& Joseph Fackenthal

Debbie Osborn

Joan & Rich Martino
Michael DeMaio, Jr.
The Califano Family
Vicki & Tom Hoagland

Jane & Katie

Theresa

Family

Daughter Barbara & Family

Maddalena & Peter
Grandinetti

Kathleen West

Joanne & Frank Buono
Maria & Pasquale Simonelli
Tom & Jo Button

David & Fran Ebert and
Family

Linda Heaning

Cara Marie Koenigsberg

Friends of Sylvia Marsico

Mary Jean Lepis &
Barbara Burke

Loving Family
Jack Albertson

Kathy

Tuesday, April 18

8:00 AM Special Intention:
Michael J. Portera

T Veronica Heaning

Wednesday, April 19
8:00 AM t Doris Johnson

1 James Ducharme

Thursday, April 20
8:00 AM T George Hoffman

T Tracy Touhy

Friday, April 21
8:00 AM T Sylvia Marsico

T Harry B. Tokanos

Saturday, April 22
8:00 AM 1 Peg Larsen

People of the Parish

4:00 PM t Josephine Perri

T Irven Miller
5:30 PM 1 Frank Ambrosino

T Louise San Antonio

7:00 PM T Patrick Farmer

Sunday, April 23
7:00 AM T Yvonne Guire

1 Mrs. Margaret Buckley
8:30 AM T Tommy George

1 Charles Bartels
10:00 AM t Angelina Calabrese

T Louise San Antonio

12:00 PM T Frank Vasfailo, IlI
T Kathy Hale
4:00 PM 1 James Dillon, IlI
1 Philip Friedle
7:00 PM T Sean F. Gorham

People of the Parish

Cynthia Portera

Jo Ann

Family
Cynthia Portera

Jo Ann

Mary Takonas

St. Michael's Rosary
Altar Society

John & Deborah Perri
and Family

Kathryn Miller

Joseph & Anne Marie
Principe

St. Michael's Rosary
Altar Society

Jane, Katie & Peter

St. Vincent De Paul
Society

Glenn & JoAnne Albano

Carol Ann & Mark
McLaughlin

Cilurzo Family
Frank & Joanne Buono

Michele Muzzi Ecochardt
& Bryan Ecochardt

Mom & Dad
Marie Cilurzo
Friends

Jane Farmer

Conley Family
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May is a month of special Mar-
ian devotion to our Blessed Moth-
er. The Catholic tradition of the
“May Crowning” celebrates and
honors our Mother Mary, Queen of
Heaven. This year our May Crown-
ing will take place immediately
after the 12:00 Noon Mass on Sun-
day, May 7. Crowning the statue of
the Lord's Mother is symbolic of

the honor we give her as the one

chosen by God to bear His Son. During the Month of
May, a month both named for and dedicated to Mary,
Catholics have long honored her by placing a crown on
her statue. All are invited and welcome.

Communion Visits; Confession Visits;
Anointing of the Sick

Please keep in mind that the parish
priests and our lay Extraordinary
Ministers of the Eucharist are availa-
ble and eager to bring Communion
to parishioners who are in the hospi-
tal (nursing homes, assisted living
facilities, rehab centers, and hospices, too) and to parish-
ioners who are at home but unable to get to
church. Please contact Mary Valan at the parish office or
Dotty O'Hara at (908)310-6497 to make arrange-
ments. Hospitals and other healthcare facilities generally
do not notify the parish office regarding their Catholic
patients who desire to receive Sacraments. And so it falls
to the patient herself/himself or to a family member or
friend to contact the parish office to make the re-
quest. The parish priests will also very gladly make a
hospital visit or home._visit to hear a Confession.and/or
administer the Sacrament of the Sick (“Anointing of the
Sick™) in addition to bringing Holy Communion. Please
remember-to contact the parish office or Dotty to make
these arrangements. Thank you.

Divine Mercy Sunday
April 16, 2022

From the diary of Sister Maria
Faustina Kowalska, a young
Polish nun, “Divine Mercy” is
a special devotion that began
spreading  throughout the
world in the 1930s. The mes-
sage is nothing new, but is a
reminder of what the Church
has always taught through
Scripture and Tradition ~ that
God is merciful and forgiving
and that we, too, must show
mercy and forgiveness. With
the Divine Mercy devotion,
the message takes on a powerful new focus, calling
people to a deeper understanding that God’s love is
unlimited and available to everyone. The Lord re-
vealed to Sister Faustina a powerful prayer which He
wanted everyone to pray ~~ THE CHAPLET OF
THE DIVINE MERCY ~~ and He promised extraor-
dinary graces to those who would recite it.

Please join us this Sunday, April 16 at 3:00 p.m.
at St. Michael’s Church for the praying of this
special devotion on Divine Mercy Sunday. Con-
fessions will be available from 2:45 to 3:45 p.m.

Copies of The Little White Book (six-minute reflec-
tions on the weekday Gospels of the Easter Season)

are available in the back of the church vestibule be-
ginning with the Easter Vigil Mass on Holy Satur-
day Night.

Please Register as a Parishioner: The Helpful Reasons Why

Why is it so important to register with a parish? Registration is the official way we
join a parish community. Some people think that because they attend a particular parish
they automatically belong. Registering as parishioners requires signing up, formally en-
rolling yourself in a parish by contacting the parish business office. Registration is a
commitment to a community, a way to be included in the religious, social and ministerial
activities of your parish. Registration shows you belong. It is also necessary for certain
benefits and administrative purposes, like scheduling sacraments, obtaining a sponsor or
godparent eligibility and qualification letter from the pastor, and getting donation state-

ments for your income tax returns. Most importantly, it lets the parish count on you, to call on you to assist in its
mission. Registering in your parish is a statement of faith and confidence in the life and work of your parish. For fur-
ther information about registering at St. Michael’s Church, please call Mary at the Parish Office at 732-222-8080.
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From the Desk of Our Notes & Reminders from the D.R.E.:
Director of Religious
Education e First Holy Communion: May 6, 2023

e May Crowning of Mary: Sunday, May 7, 2023

e CCD classes continue through and including April 23 (for Sunday students) and
April 25 (for Tuesday students) except for the Second Grade students whose classes
will continue until their First Communion.

+AMDG

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Eph 11-13

Imagine being on the front lines of a great battle. Advancing toward you is a vast num-
ber of enemy soldiers. Looking back over your shoulder you can see your backup, the
2" line, but they have no weapons at all. Or even worse, there is not even a 2" line of
offense or defense anywhere in sight.

However unfashionable the military comparison may be, we must always keep in mind
that we are in a constant struggle against evil. And at our Sacrament of Confirmation
we became fully enlisted soldiers for Christ. We are strengthened and given the tools to
defeat the enemy, and it becomes our choice to fight the good fight, or to sit it out as a
deserter, or worse, join the other side as a traitor.

More than just being thankful for the twenty-eight recently confirmed members of our parish from our
CCD, we need to encourage them and their families. Otherwise the Sacrament of Confirmation becomes “the
sacrament of goodbye.” For many, it seems once confirmation has been achieved, they no longer have a goal
to strive for. Fighting against evil, pursuing personal holiness, and furthering the Kingdom of God are goals
we must hold on to for life.

Of course, please pray for our youth - but don’t stop there. Say hello to the young people in our church. Tell
them and their parents how good it is to see them here. Support them with your presence and/or financially
any new initiatives that involve youth in our church. All of us must do more or there will be no 2™ line behind
us for the battle that is already here.

More good news. On Pentecost Sunday we will be confirming four more people. One 8" grader, one grown
adult, and two college students. These are people responding to God’s call because somebody, living out their
Catholic faith, reached out and welcomed them to continue their journey in Christ’s church. I believe in these
troubling times many people are looking for answers, so please stay alert and engage them with the love of
Christ at every opportunity. Remember that you and | were confirmed, and we will be judged on how we used
the Gifts given by the Holy Spirit.

Therefore, take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of
righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all cir-
cumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the
Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. Eph 13 -18

Kevin Connelly
Director of Religious Education
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PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH

WEEKLY MASS INTENTION
T Ronald Lubischer t/o Joyce Lubischer
YEARLY MASS INTENTIONS
April 2023
tRita N. Cittadino t/o Christopher M. Cittadino
and Family
SEPTEMBER 2023
tRalph and Eleanor Siciliano 1/0 The Boeckman Family
FEBRUARY 2024
tSusan Whitman t/o Lex and Janet Tucci

OUR PROMISE TO PROTECT:
The Diocese of. Trenton and St.
Michael’s Church are committed to
the . initiatives outlined in the U.S.
Bishop’s Charter for the protection of
Children and Young People in regard
to the reporting and investigation of
sexual abuse allegations involving minors. If you have
been sexually abused as a minor by a member of the cler-
gy or anyone representing the Catholic Church, or if you
know of someone who was, you can report that abuse
through the Diocesan Abuse Hotline: 1-888-296-2965 or
via email at abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org. The Dio-
cese of Trenton reports any allegations of sexual abuse to
the appropriate law enforcement agencies. Anyone with
an allegation is also encouraged to provide that infor-
mation to local law enforcement authorities.

Please keep this parish and worldwide
endeavor in your daily prayers

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather to-
gether in Your name. With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the
way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are
weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do
not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor par-
tiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our
unity so that we may journey together to eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth and what is right.
All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place
and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son,
for ever and ever. Amen.

BAPTISM GODPARENTS AND
CONFIRMATION SPONSORS

Have you been asked to be a Baptism GODPARENT?
Have you been asked to SPONSOR someone who is pre-
paring to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, or for
an adult in the RCIA program?

It is an honor and a privilege to be asked. You are seen as
someone whom a family, child, teenager, or adult looks
up to as living the Christian Catholic faith in a complete,
strong, and exemplary manner. You model that behavior
and faith in the way that you live your life.

To receive a letter signed and
sealed by the Pastor to verify your
eligibility to serve as a Baptism
Godparent or as a Confirmation
Sponsor (such letters are required
by (and issued by) virtually all
Catholic parishes in the United
States including St. Michael’s),
please keep the following eligibil-
ity criteria in mind:

* Registered at (for at least three months) and active pa-
rishioner of St. Michael’s Church.

* At least 16 years of age.

* Completed all Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, First
Holy Communion, and Confirmation).

If married, married in the Catholic Church according
to Catholic Church Law, or with the express permission
of the Church. If unmarried, living a chaste single life
(including not cohabitating).

+ Attend Mass on all Sundays and Holy Days of Obliga-
tion and receive the sacraments of the Church regularly.

The Church takes very seriously the role of being a spon-
sor. Choosing a sponsor is to be based on the person’s
dedication to the faith and consistent practice thereof.

Sponsor letters will be gladly and happily given to indi-
viduals who meet all of these criteria and who have been
registered members of our parish for at least three
months. If there are any questions or concerns regarding
the Church’s teaching on these matters or on the criteria
for and interpretation of the qualifications for Baptism
godparenthood or Confirmation sponsorship, please feel
free to call the parish office to arrange for a telephone
conversation or meeting with Fr. Butler.
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Weekend of April 8 and 9 Collection

Due to an early April 16 bulletin production deadline the
collection data for the weekend of April 8 and 9 will be
published in the April 23 bulletin. Thank you for your
faithful stewardship and financial support of the parish.

PARISH COUNSELING SERVICES

A joint effort of the Diocese of Trenton and Catholic Char-
ities provides licensed professionals for short term counseling
(up to six sessions) to parishioners dealing with difficult issues,
for example, job-stress, family concerns, and bereavement.
Contact your pastor or parish priest for additional information
and referral. The fee is $90 per session, but, if needed, financial
assistance is available through the Diocese of Trenton Parish

Counseling Services.

ON THE CALENDAR AT
ST. MicHAEL'S CHURCH

Annual Catholic Appeal 2023 Commenced February 18-19; Ongoing
Divine Mercy Sunday Sunday, April 16, 2023

(See Page 3 for details)
First Holy Communion Saturday, May 6, 2023
May Crowning of Mary Sunday, May 7,2023
Pentecost Sunday Sunday, May 28, 2023

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Vincent’s Legacy Furniture
Outreach along with other
Selective Seconds Store (Belmar)

WAREHOUSE SALE

Saturday, May 20, 2023 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 21, 2023  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon

Quality used furniture & household items
will be available for purchase
2201 Marconi Road (InfoAge/Camp Evans)
Wall Township

Old Guard of Long Branch
Is Sponsoring a Bus Trip to
Resorts Casino in Atlantic City

When: Tuesday, April 18, 2023
Cost: $40.00 (Receive $20.00 back at \
Casino and free refreshments on the bus).

Bus leaves St. Michael’s Church at 10:15 a.m.
For more information and to make a reservation call
Peter at 732-801-6886

St. Catharine’s Classics
12" ANNUAL RETREAT
“PRAYER - GOD’S GIFT TO US.”
Presenter: Mgr. Richard Liddy

Tuesday, May 2, 2023
San Alfonso Retreat House
755 Ocean Ave., Long Branch,
NJ 07740
9:00am to 3:00pm
$60 per person
Continental Breakfast and Lunch will be served
Check should be payable to: St. Catharine Parish

Mail to: Tom and Isabella Maguire
1913 Kwansan Court, Toms River, NJ 08755

“ASK, and it will be given to you;
SEARCH, and you will find,
KNOCK, and the door will be opened to you”
Matthew 7: 7-8
Everyone who asks receives,
Everyone who searches finds,
Everyone who knocks will have the door opened.
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Each of us has a vital part
TOGETHER in all we do in
Christ’s name, and each of us
can share in all we do with a
gift to the Annual Catholic
Appeal (ACA). Our single
Act of Faith propels the

works of love that build up
our Church. You make that
happen with a generous gift
to the ACA. Your contribu-

Parish Goal = $109,000

tion does make a difference! 2021 2022 2023
Please help. Please contrib- After Seven After Seven After Seven
ute. Please make a pledge. Weekends Weekends Weekends
$109,000 $109,000
$75,000 $75,000 $75,000
$60,287 $65,108
*$52,767

*This $52,767 figure is ap-
proximately 48.4% of our
parish goal. It was received
through and including the
seventh weekend of the cam-
paign (tallied as of April 3)
from 172 pledgers or check-
writing  contributors (and
many unidentified, unquanti-
fied cash contributors) all of
whom comprise approxi-
mately 8% of the 2,127 reg-
istered households of the
parish. Thank you! The Dio-
cese sent a Diocesan-wide
mailing during the week of
February 10 to all of our reg-
istered parishioners and past
ACA contributors asking for
prayerful consideration of a
pledge/contribution to the
Appeal. Please help to the
extent that you can.

good news.

olic Appeal

The three *“thermometers” above compare our
parish’s 2021 vs. 2022 vs. 2023 results-to-date in the
Annual Catholic Appeal. The thermometers indicate

This year’s total after seven weekends is

strong, although it is behind the pace after the same
first seven weekends of last year and the year before
that. Thank you for your support of the Annual Cath-

. Together we can do great things!

A performance of two one-act operas — Pagliacci and Cavalleria Rusticana — on Saturday, April 15 at 2:00

p.m. and Sunday, April 16 at 3:00 p.m.

For tickets and other information, please contact the

Algonquin Arts Theatre at
https://www.algonquinarts.org/calendar
or phone 732-528-9211

or email: boxoffice@algonquinarts.org.

Fr. Alphonse Stephenson
and
His Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea
at
The Algonquin Arts Theatre

Please join Fr. Alphonse and his Orchestra. Dazzling vo-
calists will perform CAVALLERIA RUSTICANA and
PAGLIACCI with orchestra.
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