ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH
April 2,2023 | Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

DaiLy Mass

Mon -Sat: 8:00 AM | Mon: 7:00 PM

First Friday 12:15 PM in Latin in Feb, Apr,
June, Aug, Oct, Dec. In English in Jan, Mar,
May, July, Sept, Nov. And 5:30 PM (on First
Friday) in English in all months.

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday: 4:00 PM, 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM

Sunday: 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00
PM, 4:00 PM, 7:00 PM

DURING LENT
Please see Page 4 for extra times for Mass, Con-
fession, and Eucharistic Adoration during Lent.

RECONCILIATION

Monday through Saturday: after the 8:00 a.m.
Mass until 9:00 a.m.

Monday Night: after the 7:00 p.m. Mass until
8:00 p.m.

Sunday: after the 7:00 a.m. Mass until 8:00
a.m.; 6:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. prior to the 7:00

p.m. Mass.
First Fridays: after the 12:15 p.m. Mass until Palm Sunday

1:15 p.m. After the 5:30 Mass until 6:30 p.m.

MARRIAGES

Couples who wish to marry at the parish should
contact the Parish Office for a Marriage Re-
qguest Form, and for further information. The
bride or groom, or their parents/grandparents
must be registered parishioners for at least
eighteen months prior to the proposed wedding
date to make arrangements. There is a twelve
month timeline for wedding preparations.

BAPTISMS

Baptisms take place generally on Sundays at
1:15 PM. Other days/times can also be ar-
ranged. Parents must be registered parishion-
ers, and can call the Parish Office for infor-
mation and scheduling.

RELiGioUus EpucaTIiON

To enroll your child for our Religious Educa-
tion classes, please contact Kevin Connelly, ext.
2 at the Catholic Center.

PARISH OFFICE PARISH STAFF CAatHOLIC CENTER AND
800 Ocean Avenue | Long Branch, NJ 07740 Rev. John Butler, Pastor RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Ph: (732) 222-8080 | Fx: (732) 870-1174 Rev. Cyril Johnson, Parochial Vicar OFFICE
www.stmichaelnj.com Thomas Randazzo, Business Manager e e | W o B
Monday through Friday: 8:30 a.m. t0 3:30  Kevin Connelly, Director of Religious Ed. NJ 07764 ° ’
p.m. (Closed 12:00 Noon -1:00 p.m. for |unCh) Mary Valan, Parish Secretary Ph: (732) 483-0360 I Fx: (732) 795-3262

Answering service phone coverage at all other Emily Carroll, Ass’t Parish Secretary
° ptimes. ’ Lauren Walters, Acting Music Director ST. V7I31§ 4CSI;1:)I3’I6‘0D f IPA UL
-483-0360 ext.

Larry Swenson, Maintenace Coordinator
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MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, April 1

8:00 AM Special Intention:
Blair Ritchie Portera

People of the Parish
4:00 PM t Anthony Chiafullo

T Matthew Sciarrillo
5:30 PM 1 Angie Albano

Special Intention:
Paul D'Angelo

7:00 PM 1 Doris Johnson

Sunday, April 2
7:00 AM T Sr. Benedict de St. Vincent

t Rosa Alba Stranieri
8:30 AM T Mary Lu Pingitore
T Michael Wrubel
10:00 AM T Ann & Daniel Davidow
t Joe Sorrentino
12:00 PM 1 Elizabeth B. Zarraga
t John Luongo
t Claire McCue
4:00 PM T Tommy George

T Louise San Antonio

7:00 PM People of the Parish

Monday, April 3
8:00 AM Pro-Life Cause

T Thomas George

7:00 PM Special Intention:
Robert Touhy

Cynthia Portera

John & Deborah Perri
and Family

Debbie Osborn
Paul & Agnes D'Angelo
Paul & Agnes D'Angelo

Rae D'Averso

Carmel & Joe Mirarchi
Mother Francesca
Pingitore Family

Wife Maria & Family
Mary & Catherine Farrar
JoAnn & Family

Family

Luongo Family

Rene & Jack Brignola

Lisa Muzzi Carrick &
Michael Carrick

Friends of Sylvia Marsico
Paul & Agnes D'Angelo
Cynthia Portera

Tuesday, April 4

8:00 AM 1 Deceased Members of the
Cattelona Family

1 Rosaleen De Bonis

Wednesday, April 5
8:00 AM 1 Joan Easu Tave

1 Clarice Viggiano

Special Intention: Aunts &
Uncles

Thursday, April 6*
7:00 PM Mass of the Lord's Supper

Friday, April 7*
3:00 PM Passion of the Lord

Saturday, April 8*
8:00 PM People of the Parish

Sunday, April 9

Family

De Bonis Family

Kathleen West
Viggiano Family
Linda

6:00 AM People of the Parish (Church Courtyard)

7:00 AM T James Dillon, IlI
1 Connie Mirarchi
8:30 AM T PFC Antonio Cittadino
1 James Cade Ducharme
T Jeanette DiDomenico
10:00 AM T Ronny Traversa

1 Harold & Julia Bowman

12:00 PM 1 Pauline & Joseph L.
Greca (UC)

Friends

Mirarchi Family
Christopher M. Cittadino
Lew & Renee Mazza
Viggiano Family

Tin & Ellie Tarantolo

Loving Children Michael,
Joe, & AnneMarie

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph G.
Greca

T Noemi & Antonio Landi (UC) Mr. and Mrs. Joseph G.

T Matthew & Hannah
Bernstein (LC)

4:00 PM t Scott Opatosky

T Jean & Joe Ferrante
7:00 PM t Joseph F. Watters

T Charles & Marc Roberts

Greca

Mom & Dad
Rick & Carol Ferrante
Lori Majeski & Family

Roberts Family

priest.

*Morning Prayer (not Mass) at 8:00 a.m.

** “U.C.” indicates Upper Church and “L.C.”
indicates Lower Church. This Lower Church
Mass will be presided over by an in-person
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Hory WEEK 2023 SCHEDULE
CHRISM MASS MORNING PRAYER HoLy SATURDAY:
« Monday, April 3 at . : 8:00 AM Morning Prayer
7:30 PM Holy Thursday at8:00 AM o, "\ M1 7'8:50 AM Gonfessionss

Our Bishop, David M. O’Connell, will pre-
side at this especially beautiful Mass at the
Co-Cathedral of St. Robert Bellarmine in
Freehold. All are invited and welcome to
attend this Diocesan Mass. Fr. Johnson and
Fr. Butler will be among the 100-plus concel-
ebrating priests. The sacred oils to be used in
the parishes will be blessed by the Bishop
during this Mass.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
« Wednesday, April 5 at
12:00 Noon - Outdoors (weather per-
mitting) at the San Alfonso Retreat House

Prayer Garden. Meet and begin and con-
clude in our Upper Church.

 Friday, April 7 at 5:30 PM

Outdoors (weather permitting) around
Lake Takanassee. We will meet and begin

and conclude in our Upper Church

 Friday, April 7 at 7:00 PM
Indoors in the Upper Church (to be led
by Fr. Butler and Fr. Johnson).

May the final days of your Lenten
Season be holy, prayerful,
efficacious, and memorable.
St. Michael, pray for us.

e Good Friday at 8:00 AM
« Holy Saturday at 8:00 AM

Morning Prayer (from the Liturgy of the
Hours) will be prayed in the Upper Church
on the days and at the times noted above.
Confessions will be heard each of those
three mornings for 30 minutes by two
priests after Morning Prayer. Morning
Prayer will be 15-20 minutes in length. No
Morning Mass on these days of Holy Week.

HoLy THURSDAY
8:00 AM Morning Prayer
8:20 AM - 8:50 AM Confessionss

7:00 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Following Mass, the Church will remain
open for Veneration of the Blessed
Sacrament until Midnight.

GooD FRIDAY
8:00 AM Morning Prayer
8:20 AM - 8:50 AM Confessionss
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM Confessionss
3:00 PM Passion of the Lordw
5:30 PM Stations (outdoors)
7:00 PM Stations (Upper Church)

12:00 Noon Blessing of Easter
Food Baskets
8:00 PM Great Vigil MassT

EASTER SUNDAY+
6:00 AM Mass at Sunrise at
Parish Courtyard (outdoors weather
permitting; otherwise in Upper Church) T
7:00 AM Mass*
8:30 AM Mass*
10:00 AM Mass-Upper ChurchT*
12:00 PM Mass-Upper Church
12:00 PM Mass-Lower Church<
4:00 PM Mass*
7:00 PM Mass*

§ Two priests hearing Confessions.

#No scheduled Confessions on Holy Saturday and Easter
Sunday except as listed here. For an urgent penitential
need on those days, please speak to the priest celebrant

after Mass or phone the parish office.
't There will be coffee and hot cross buns at the Church
Courtyard after this outdoor sunrise Mass.

* There will be one Mass at this hour; this Mass in the
Upper Church will be simulcast to the TV monitor in the
Lower Church.

T Live-Stream available at parish website.

+ Priest in-person will be presiding at this Mass in the
Lower Church. Not a televised Mass on the TV monitor.

MORNING PRAYER ON APRIL 6, 7, AND 8

Mass is not celebrated on Holy Thursday (except the Mass of the Lord’s Supper that night) nor
on Good Friday nor on Holy Saturday (except the Easter Vigil Mass that night). We will pray Morn-
ing Prayer on those three mornings at 8:00 on Holy Thursday, at 8:00 on Good Friday, and at 8:00
on Holy Saturday. In addition, Confessions will be heard by Fr. Cyril and Fr. John for 30 minutes
on each of those three mornings after Morning Prayer on Holy Thursday from 8:20 to 8:50, on
Good Friday from 8:20 to 8:50, and on Holy Saturday from 8:20 to 8:50. Our praying of Morning
Prayer will take approximately 15-20 minutes each morning. All are invited and welcome.

Morning Prayer is a part of the Liturgy of the Hours. The Liturgy of the Hours, also known as the
Divine Office or the Work of God (Opus Dei), is the daily prayer of the Church, marking the hours
of each day and sanctifying the day with prayer...making the day holy (from the start!) with pray-

er. The Hours are a meditative dialogue on the mystery of Christ, using scripture and prayer. The Divine Office "is truly the
voice of the Bride herself addressed to her Bridegroom. It is the very prayer which Christ himself together with his Body ad-
dresses to the Father." (SC 84) St. Basil the Great gives an excellent description of Morning Prayer in these words: "It is said
in the morning in order that the first stirrings of our mind and will may be consecrated to God and that we may take nothing in
hand until we have been gladdened by the thought of God, as it is written: 'l was mindful of God and was glad.” (Ps 77:4)
Celebrated as it is as the light of a new day is dawning, this hour also recalls the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, the true
light enlightening all people (see Jn 1:9) and "“the sun of justice” (Mal 4:2), "rising from on high." (Lk 1:78) Hence, we can
well understand the advice of St. Cyprian: "There should be prayer in the morning so that the resurrection of the Lord may
thus be celebrated."” (GILH, no. 38) From the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and available at http:/
www.uscch.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgy-of-the-hours/index.cfm
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This Sunday (April 2)
Is Palm Sunday

Palms will be blessed at the beginning of all Masses
this weekend and distributed at the conclusion of each
Palm Sunday Mass.

The Lenten Veiling of Statues and Crosses

It is informative and edifying to recall from time to time the theology and traditions behind our
religious practices and customs. The Lenten veiling of the church’s statues and crosses with purple
fabric presents such an opportunity. This practice of veiling or covering dates back many centuries;
its exact origin is unclear. The Roman Missal currently in use here in the United States provides an
instruction (among the “rubrics” in red ink in that liturgical book) stating: “the practice of covering
crosses and images in the Church from the Fifth Sunday of Lent is permitted....Crosses remain
veiled until the end of the celebration of the Lord's Passion on Good Friday; images remain veiled
until the beginning of the Easter Vigil.” The veiling is optional. It is neither mandated nor prohibited.

The purposes and reasons for the veiling are several. The veiling of crosses and images is a sort of
“fasting” from viewing with our eyes the sacred depictions; a sacrifice and a self-denial during the latter days of
Lent. The veiling creates a spiritual hunger and yearning for the return of the images and enhances our awareness
and appreciation of them during their absence.
The purple color is symbolic of the penitential
nature of Lent, the kingship of the resurrected
and glorified Jesus, and our mourning and sor-
row over the suffering and death of Jesus and
His time in the tomb. Just as the Lenten fast
concludes with the Paschal feast, so too, our
fasting from being able “to see the cross” culmi-
nates when the purple veils are removed from
the Wood of Calvary on Good Friday. Likewise,
our fasting from viewing the statues of the
saints culminates on the night of the Easter Vig-
il with a renewed appreciation of the saints’ love
of Christ, their faith, their devotion, their close-
ness to God in heaven, their prayers and inter-
cessions for us, and the example of holy living
that they provide for us.

Notes & Reminders from the D.R.E.:

e First Holy Communion: May 6, 2023

e Crowning of Mary: Sunday, May 7, 2023

e CCD classes continue through and including April 23 (for Sunday
students) and April 25 (for Tuesday students) except no classes on
Sunday, April 9 and Tuesday, April 11 for the Easter Recess. And ex-
cept for the Second Grade students whose classes will continue until their First Communion.
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Pastor’s Note. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) recently issued two “doctrinal notes”on very important and
very much “in-the-news” topics: one of those notes addresses the subject of the “proper disposition of bodily remains” upon
the death of a Catholic” (with particular focus on “the two most prominent newer methods for disposition of bodily remains
that are proposed as alternatives to burial and cremation, alkaline hydrolysis and human composting™) and the second note ad-
dresses moral considerations pertaining to trans-genderism and “interventions, whether surgical or chemical, that aim to
transform the sexual characteristics of a human body into those of the opposite sex.” Our Bishop David M. O’Connell has
written to the priests and deacons of our Diocese of Trenton on these subjects and provided a summary of the two USCCB doc-
trinal notes. The Bishop has given permission for the summaries to be published in our parish bulletin and they follow below
and are highly recommended reading. | will be forwarding the summary and the full-length version of the USCCB’s statement
on the proper disposition of bodily remains to the funeral homes and the funeral directors in our area who most frequently ar-
range for funeral Masses here at St. Michael’s and I’ll be requesting that the funeral directors share this doctrinal information
and teaching on the proper Catholic disposition of bodily remains with their Catholic clients when making funeral arrange-
ments. For further reading, the complete USCCB statements may be accessed at https://www.usccb.org/resources/On%
20Proper%20Disposition%202023-03-20.pdf and https://www.uscch.org/resources/Doctrinal%20Note%202023-03-20.pdf.  If
there are questions regarding either or both of these subjects, please feel free to contact the parish priests at the parish office for
further discussion. St. Michael, pray for us.

March 21, 2023

Dear Parishioners and Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

The USCCB has issued two “doctrinal notes” as policy statements for US Catholics. | have given permission
for my summaries of these two statements to be published in your parish’s Sunday bulletin. | encourage your
reading of these statements and | pray that you will find them to be instructive and helpful based on Catholic faith
and morals.

I. “On the Proper Disposition of Bodily Remains’” based upon the Holy See’s 2016 “Instruction
Regarding the Burial of the Deceased and Conservation of Ashes in the Case of Cremation.”
To summarize the most recent USCCB policy statement:

1. “Every man and woman is a unity of body and soul; respect for the person necessarily includes respect for the body.”

2. The Church considers burial to be “the most appropriate way of manifesting reverence and respect for the body of the deceased”
as it “clearly expresses our faith and hope in the resurrection of the body.”

3. Cremation is permitted unless it is chosen for reasons contrary to the faith.

4. Ashes from cremation are “to be laid in a sacred place” and NOT kept permanently at home, divided among family members,
scattered, or encased in jewelry or other mementos.

5. Disposition of the body or cremated ashes through burial in a sacred place preserves their memory in the Church and encourages
prayer for them.

6. Two newer alternative methods for disposition of bodily remains more recently introduced fail to satisfy requirements for proper
respect for the bodies of the dead:

a. alkaline hydrolysis: although some bone remnants that could be buried may remain, the liquids used to dissolve the
greater part of the body are usually treated as wastewater.

b. human composting: the body is completely decomposed with accompanying plant matter to yield a single mass of com-
post, leaving nothing distinguishably left of the body to be laid to rest in a sacred place.

7. Neither alkaline hydrolysis nor human composting are permitted by the Catholic Church for the bodies of deceased Catholics.

8. Catholics “are obliged to respect our bodily existence throughout our lives and to respect the bodies of the deceased when their
earthly lives have come to an end” ... as “witness to our faith in and hope for what God has promised us.”

I1. On the Moral Limits to Technological Manipulation of the Human Body.” US Bishops: Catholic
Health-Care Providers Shouldn’t Perform ‘Gender-Transition” Procedures

Such interventions are not to be performed because they do not respect the fact that God has created each person as a
unity of body and soul or work toward the authentic good of the human person, the USCCB explained. ‘God created
mankind in his image; in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them’ (Genesis 1:27).
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LENT 2023

Our Lenten observances will include
the following ( Lent concludes on Holy

Thursday with the beginning of the
Mass of the Lord’s Supper):

® On Fridays during Lent, Mass will be cele-
brated at 12:15 p.m. and at 5:30 p.m. in the
Upper Church from February 24 through and
including March 31. The 8:00 a.m. Mass on
Fridays remains unchanged. Eucharistic Ado-
ration will follow the 12:15 Mass on these
Fridays of Lent until 5:15 p.m. and follow the
5:30 Mass until 6:50 p.m.

e These Friday 12:15 and 5:30 Masses during
Lent will be followed by Confessions after the
12:15 Mass until 1:15 and after the 5:30 Mass
until 6:30.

e New: Confessions on Saturday after-
noons during Lent (March 4, 11, 18, 25;
Apr. 1) from 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.

e New: Eucharistic Adoration and Holy
Hour on Sunday mornings during Lent
(March 5 12, 19, 26; Apr. 2) from 10:50
a.m. to 11:50 a.m.

e Stations of the Cross will
be prayed on Fridays of
Lent at 7:00 p.m.

e Outdoor Stations of the
Cross in the San Alfonso
Retreat prayer
garden overlooking the ocean on Wednesday of
Holy Week (April 5) at 12:00 Noon.

e The complete schedule for Holy Week

Center’s

1S published on Page 3 of this week’s
bulletin.

May our Lenten journeys nourish our
minds, hearts, and souls; strengthen us
against the chains of sin; and bring us
closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Divine Mercy Sunday
April 16, 2022

From the diary of Sister Maria
Faustina Kowalska, a young Polish
nun, “Divine Mercy” is a special
devotion that began spreading
throughout the world in the 1930s.
The message is nothing new, but is
a reminder of what the Church has
always taught through Scripture and
Tradition ~ that God is merciful and
forgiving and that we, too, must
show mercy and forgiveness. With
the Divine Mercy devotion, the
message takes on a powerful new
focus, calling people to a deeper understanding that God’s
love is unlimited and available to everyone. The Lord
revealed to Sister Faustina a powerful prayer which He
wanted everyone to pray ~~THE CHAPLET OF THE
DIVINE MERCY ~~ and He promised extraordinary
graces to those who would recite it.

Join us on Sunday, April 16 at 3:00 p.m. at St.
Michael’s Church for the praying of this special devo-
tion on Divine Mercy Sunday. Confessions will be
available from 2:45 to 3:45 p.m.

Parish Office Closed; Easter Recess

The parish office will be closed on Holy Thursday,
Good Friday, and Monday, April 10. The office will reo-
pen at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, April 11. Mass will be cele-
brated at the regular time on Mon-
day, April 10 at 8:00 a.m. and 7:00
p.m. Confessions on Monday,
April 10 will be heard at the usual
times after the morning Mass until
9:00 a.m. and after the 7:00 even-
ing Mass until 8:00 p.m.

PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH

WEEKLY MASS INTENTION
T Ronald Lubischer t/0 Joyce Lubischer
YEARLY MASS INTENTIONS
April 2023
tRita N. Cittadino t/o Christopher M. Cittadino
and Family
SEPTEMBER 2023
TRalph and Eleanor Siciliano t/o The Boeckman Family
FEBRUARY 2024
tSusan Whitman t/o Lex and Janet Tucci
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Each of us has a vital part
TOGETHER in all we do in
Christ’s name, and each of us
can share in all we do with a
gift to the Annual Catholic
Appeal (ACA). Our single
Act of Faith propels the
works of love that build up
our Church. You make that
happen with a generous gift
to the ACA. Your contribu-
tion does make a difference!
Please help. Please contrib-
ute. Please make a pledge.

Taking into account that the
parish’s Annual Catholic
Appeal results to date are
approximately 12% behind
last year’s pace, we will
have a Second Collection
next weekend to supplement
the Appeal. Thank you for
your support and for consid-
ering a sacrificial contribu-
tion to this collection within
your financial means.

Parish Goal = $109,000

2021 2022 2023
After Six After Six After Six
Weekends Weekends Weekends
$109,000 $109,000 $109,000
$75,000 $75,000 $75,000
$50,557 $56,326 *$49,607
The three *“thermometers” above compare our

parish’s 2021 vs. 2022 vs. 2023 results-to-date in the
Annual Catholic Appeal. The thermometers indicate
good news. This year’s total after six weekends is
strong, although it is behind the pace after the same
first six weekends of last year and the year before
that. Thank you for your support of the Annual Cath-

*This $49,607 figure is ap-
proximately 45.5% of our
parish goal. It was received
through and including the
sixth weekend of the cam-
paign (tallied as of March
27) from 164 pledgers or
check-writing  contributors
(and many unidentified, un-
quantified cash contributors)
all of whom comprise ap-
proximately 7.1% of the
2,127 registered households
of the parish. Thank you!
The Diocese sent a Diocesan
-wide mailing during the
week of February 10 to all of
our registered parishioners
and past ACA contributors
asking for prayerful consid-
eration of a  pledge/
contribution to the Appeal.
Please help to the extent that
you can.

olic Appeal. Together we can do great things!

Sacrament of Confession
During Lent

If you have not already
been to Confession during the
current Season of Lent,
please consider a visit to the
church to receive this helpful,
uplifting, reconciling, and
grace-giving Sacrament — a
true gift to yourself as we
prepare for Easter Sunday.
Several times for Confession
remain on the parish calendar during the upcoming week
and they are listed on Page 3 of this bulletin.

“Confession is an act of honesty and courage — an act of en-

trusting ourselves, beyond sin, to the mercy of a loving and

forgiving God.” — Saint Pope John Paul 1l — September 14,
1987 Homily

Stations of the Cross
have been, or will be, led by the
following parish groups during this

Lenten Season.

We are grateful for their time, assistance,

and faith:
* Friday, March 24: Members of the Rosary

Altar Society

* Friday, March 31: Students of Catholic

Campus Ministry of
Monmouth University
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February 22 to April 3

St. Michael’s parishioners usually gather at this lo-
cation on Mondays at 10:00 a.m., 12:00 Noon, and
2:00 p.m. during these 40 Days for Life.

p.m. and Sunday, April 16 at 3:00 p.m.

For tickets and other information, please contact the
Algonquin Arts Theatre at
https://www.algonquinarts.org/calendar

or phone 732-528-9211

or email: boxoffice@algonquinarts.org.

Please join Fr. Alphonse and his Orchestra. Daz-
zling vocalists will perform CAVALLERIA RUS-
TICANA and PAGLIACCI with orchestra.

Fr. Alphonse Stephenson

and

His Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea

at

The Algonquin Arts Theatre

A performance of two one-act operas — Pagliacci and Cavalleria Rusticana — on Saturday, April 15 at 2:00
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Pastor’s Note: Pope Francis has asked parishes around the world to support the Pontifical God Friday Collection, which helps
Christians in the Holy Land, where they are now less than 2% of the population. Your support is essential to help the Church min-
ister in parishes, provide Catholic schools, and offer religious education. The Pontifical Good Friday Collection also helps to pre-
serve the sacred shrines of Christianity, including in Jerusalem, Nazareth, and Bethlehem, to name only a few.

The pandemic hit Christians in the Holy Land particularly hard. Most of them depend on pilgrimages for work. In these times
of crisis, the Pontifical Good Friday Collection is especially necessary to meet the basic needs of the People of God still living in
this Land and to maintain a Christian presence where the Church was born.

When you contribute to the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, you join with Catholics around the world in solidarity with the
Church in the Holy Land. PLEASE BE GENEROUS!

For more information about Christians in the Holy Land, visit www.myfranciscan.org or www.custodia.org
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Weekend Collection & Attendance

Thank You!

Saturday, March 18, 2023
4:00 PM Mass $2,267.00 153 people
5:30 PM Mass $905.00 92 people
7:00 PM Mass $607.00 51 people

Sunday, March 19, 2023
7:00 AM Mass $1,361.00 84 people
8:30 AM Mass $1,147.00 108 people
10:00 AM Mass $1,541.00 116 people
12:00 PM Mass $1,417.00 139 people
4:00 PM Mass $1,037.00 142 people
7:00 PM Mass $947.00 147 people

Mailed-in Envelopes for the March 19 collection and for
previous Sunday collections during the Pandemic Lockdown:
$1,541.00

This Week’s Total: $12,770.00
Same Week’s Total Last Year: $13,521.00
Second Collection: Catholic Relief Services: $3,013.00

There will be no Monthly Holy Hour for Voca-
tions at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 6 and no
Monthly First Friday Mass in Latin at 12:15 p.m.
on Friday, April 7 due to Holy Thursday and
Good Friday falling on those respective dates.
Please check our Holy Thursday and Good Friday
schedule on Page 3 of this bulletin.

Weekend Collection & Attendance

Thank You!

Saturday, March 25, 2023
4:00 PM Mass $1,629.00 177 people
5:30 PM Mass $1,592.00 85 people
7:00 PM Mass $637.00 46 people

Sunday, March 26, 2023
7:00 AM Mass $1,704.00 91 people
8:30 AM Mass $2,114.00 102 people
10:00 AM Mass $1,203.00 118 people
12:00 PM Mass $1,678.00 129 people
4:00 PM Mass $1,446.00 124 people
7:00 PM Mass $1,046.00 143 people

Mailed-in Envelopes for the March 26 collection and for
previous Sunday collections during the Pandemic Lockdown:
$2,031.00

This Week’s Total: $15,080.00
Same Week’s Total Last Year: $13,968.00

Taking into account that the parish’s Annual Catholic
Appeal results to date are approximately 12% behind
last year’s pace, we will have a Second Collection next
weekend to supplement the Appeal. Thank you for
your support and for considering a sacrificial contribu-
tion to this collection within your financial means.

Please keep this parish and worldwide
endeavor in your daily prayers

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather to-
gether in Your name. With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the
way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are
weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do
not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor par-
tiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our
unity so that we may journey together to eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth and what is right.
All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place
and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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St. Catharine’s Classics ON THE CALENDAR AT
h
12" ANNUAL RETREAT ST. MicHAEL'S CHURCH
“PRAYER - GOD’S GIFT TO US.”

Presenter: Mgr. Richard Liddy Annual Catholic Appeal 2023 Commenced February 18-19; Ongoing|
Tuesday, May 2, 2023 Palm Sunday Sunday, April 2, 2023
San Alfonso Retreat HOUSGh Outdoor Stations of the Cross Wednesday, April 5, 2023
755 Ocean Ave., Long Branch, 2t San Alfonso 1200 Noon

NJ 07740 .
gooam tO 3 Oopm HOly Thursday Thursduy,Apnl6,2023
$60 per person Good Friday Friday, April 7,2023
Continental Breakfast and Lunch will be served SR —

] ) Holy Saturd aturday, Aprils,

Check should be payable to: St. Catharine Parish o STy b

Mail to: Tom and Isabella Maguire Easter Sunday, April 9, 2023
1913 Kwansan Court, Toms River, NJ 08755
. e ¢ Divine Mercy Sunday Sunday, April 16, 2023
ASK, and it will be given to you; (See Page 6 for detuils)
SEARCH, and you will find, _ _
KNOCK, and the door will be opened to you™ First Holy Communion Saturday, May 6, 2023
Matthew 7:7-8 May Crowning of Mary Sunday, May 7,2023
Everyone who asks receives,

Everyone who searches finds,
Everyone who knocks will have the door opened.

Copies of The Little Black Book (six-minute reflec-
tions on the weekdays’ Gospels of Lent) are availa-
ble in the back of the church. Please help yourself to

one! The Little White Book for the Easter Season
will be available in the church vestibule beginning
with the Easter Vigil Mass on Holy Saturday Night.

Communion Visits; Confession Visits;
Anointing of the Sick

Please keep in mind that the parish
priests and our lay Extraordinary
Ministers of the Eucharist are availa-
ble and eager to bring Communion to
parishioners who are in the hospital
(nursing homes, assisted living facil-
ities, rehab centers, and hospices, too) and to parishioners
who are at home but unable to get to church. Please con-
tact Mary Valan at the parish office or Dotty O'Hara at
(908)310-6497 to make arrangements. Hospitals and oth-
er healthcare facilities generally do not notify the parish
office regarding their Catholic patients who desire to re-
ceive Sacraments. And so it falls to the patient herself/
himself or to a family member or friend to contact the
parish office to make the request. The parish priests will
also very gladly make a hospital visit or home visit to
hear a Confession and/or administer the Sacrament of the
Sick (“Anointing of the Sick”) in addition to bringing
Holy' Communion. Please remember to contact the parish
office or Dotty to make these arrangements. Thank you.
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