ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH
January 31,2021 | Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time

DAILY MAss
Mon —Sat: 8:00 AM | Mon: 7:00 PM
First Friday: 12:15 (in Latin) and 5:30 (in English)

WEEKEND MASSES

Our weekend Mass schedule is gradually evolv-
ing as the pandemic lockdown subsides. Please
see the inner pages of this bulletin and our par-
ish website for specific weekend Mass times.

RECONCILIATION

Our Confession/Reconciliation schedule is also
gradually evolving as the pandemic lockdown
subsides. Please see the inner pages of this bulle-
tin and our parish website for specific Confes-
sion times. All scheduled Confessions will be
indoors near the St. Joseph Altar of the sanctu-
ary until further notice. For a special need or to
arrange for a by-appointment Confession at
other times, please call the parish office.

REGISTRATION
To register with the parish, please call the Parish
Office for information.

MARRIAGES

Couples who wish to marry at the parish should con-
tact the Parish Office for a Marriage Request Form,
and for further information. The bride or groom, or
their parents/grandparents must be registered parish-
ioners for at least eighteen months prior to the pro-
posed wedding date to make arrangements. There is a
twelve month timeline for wedding preparations.

BaprTISMS

Baptisms take place generally on Sundays at 1:00 PM.
Other days/times can also be arranged. Parents must
be registered parishioners, and can call the Parish
Office for information and scheduling.

HoLy HOUR FOR VOCATIONS

There is a Monthly Holy Hour for Vocations that
includes Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions. This
Monthly Holy Hour is from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM on
the Thursday immediately preceding the First Friday.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

To enroll your child for our Religious Education
classes, please contact Kevin Connelly, ext. 2 at the
Catholic Center. All families must be registered with
the parish.

PARISH OFFICE
800 Ocean Avenue | Long Branch, NJ 07740

CatHOLIC CENTER AND
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

PARISH STAFF
Rev. John Butler, Pastor

Ph: (732) 222-8080 | Fx: (732) 870-1174
www.stmichaelnj.com
Hours (pending return to full schedule):
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Answering service phone coverage at all
other times.
Closed Tuesday and Thursday until further
notice as a Covid precaution.

Rev. Mark Nillo, Parochial Vicar

Thomas Randazzo, Business Manager

Kevin Connelly, Director of Religious Education
Mary Valan, Parish Secretary

Jose Rodriguez, Maintenance Manager

Lauren Walters, Acting Music Director

OFFICE
16 Beechwood Avenue | West Long Branch,
NJ 07764
Ph: (732) 483-0360 | Fx: (732) 483-0363
St. VINCENT DE PAUL
732-483-0360 ext. 7
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The people were astonished at
Jesus’ teaching, for he taught

them as one having authority.
-Mark1:22

MASS INTENTIONS*

Saturday, January 30
8:00 AM People of the Parish

#*4:00 PM t John Perri, Sr. John & Deborah Perri

& Family

Special Intention:
Marilyn Sudbeck

7:00 PM t Vera Lutz
1 Bishop John M. Smith

Deborah Migliaccio

Sunday, January 31

7:00 AM 1 James O'Donohue, Jr. Sister & Family

8:30 AM t Robert "Bobby" Fortin Tom Viggiano

T Rev. William T. Schneider
#10:00 AM t Lisa Cavaliero Michael Bowman
1 Jay Filippo Family
12:00 PM 1 James Cassidy
1 Patty Chavez

7:00 PM People of the Parish

Anthony Queenan

Monday, February 1

8:00 AM Pro-Life Cause Friends of Sylvia Marsico

1 Marie Sicilliano Joe Marino
1 Andre Moutenot

7:00 PM T Yovani Carrazco-Delgado

Rene & Jack Brignola

Tuesday, February 2

8:00 AM 1 Ann Miller Jane & Pat Farmer

* All Masses listed on this page will be celebrated indoors in
the Upper Church with the exception of the Saturday 4:00 p.m.
Mass and the Sunday 10:00 a.m. which are celebrated (weather
permitting) in the parish’s North Parking Lot and live-streamed
via the parish website www.stmichaelnj.com and the parish’s
YouTube channel. Please see Page 3 of this bulletin for fur-
ther information on winter weather-related contingencies
and plans regarding our outdoor parking lot Masses.

Wednesday, February 3
8:00 AM t Eleanor Cattelona

Thursday, February 4

8:00 AM Special Intention: Lisa Virga

Friday, February 5
8:00 AM t Clarice Viggiano

T Mark N. Russo
12:15 PM t Linford Fabello

5:30 PM t Irene F. & Edward W.

Moskal, Sr.

Saturday, February 6
8:00 AM t Conrad J. Russo

1 Linda DeLicio

** 4:00 PM t Linda DeLicio

7:00 PM People of the Parish

Sunday, February 7
7:00 AM 1 Rosa Alba Stranieri

8:30 AM t Cathy Coll Valani

% 10:00 AM t Kimberly Watts
1 Callie Thomas

12:00 PM t Paul Sebastiano

1 John Lastimosa

7:00 PM People of the Parish

Daughter Winkie & Family

Loving Family

Mom

Barbara & Edward Moskal

Wife

Fr. Mark Nillo &
Fr. John Butler

Fr. Mark Nillo &
Fr. John Butler

Mother Francesca

Bruce Crowell &
Sharon Mazza

Carol Ferrante
Patricia Tucker
Mary Quinones

Violeta Peters

The Blessed Mother, the Center, and the St. Jo-
seph Candles will be lit this week in prayer for the
nurses, doctors, healthcare workers, family mem-
bers, and friends who are caring for and treating
COVID-19 patients; for their own health and safety; and
for their courage, professionalism, and love.
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SCHEDULE OF MASSES FOR THE WEEKENDS OF JANUARY 30-31 AND FEBRUARY
6-7 AND FOR THE WEEKDAYS OF FEBRUARY 1 THROUGH FEBRUARY 6

FACE MASKS REQUIRED AT ALL MASSES, CONFESSIONS, ETC.

Weekend Outdoor Parking Lot

In-Car Masses @& *

Saturday, January 30 and February 6 at 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 31 and February 7 at 10:00 a.m.

e Communion distributed in cars at end of Mass.

e Tune your radio to 92.1 FM.

e Live-stream available at parish website and You Tube.

e If inclement weather occurs, the priest/celebrant and Eu-
charistic Ministers will re-locate to the Upper Church. The
church will be closed to the public during these Parking
Lot Masses. Restrooms are available during these Masses.

Weekday Public In-Church Masses

Monday, February 1 through
Saturday, February 6 at 8:00 a.m.
Monday, February 1 at 7:00 p.m.

e Our Saturday morning Daily Mass was restored to the reg-
ular weekly Mass schedule beginning on Saturday, August 1
but at 8:00 a.m. rather than the former pre-lockdown 9:00
a.m. time until further notice in order to provide Saturday
morning time slots for Baptisms until the pending backlog of
Baptism requests (resulting from the pandemic lockdown)
has been accommodated.

e Communion will be distributed only inside the Church. No
parking lot in-car Communion at these Masses.

e Upper and Lower Church open with limited seating in
compliance with social distancing guidelines.

e The Upper Church Mass will be viewable on the Lower
Church TV monitor if limited seating capacity (64) in Upper
Church is exceeded.

e Holy Communion will be brought to congregants (if any)
in the Lower Church (seating capacity 50).

Weekend Public In-Church Masses

Saturday, January 30 and February 6 at
7:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 31 and February 7 at
7:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 12:00 Noon, and 7:00 p.m.

e Communion will be distributed only inside the
Church. No parking lot in-car Communion at these in-
door, in-church Masses.

e Upper and Lower Church open with limited seating
in compliance with social distancing guidelines.

e The Upper Church Mass will be viewable on the
Lower Church TV monitor if limited seating capacity
(64) in Upper Church is exceeded.

e Holy Communion will be brought to congregants (if
any) in the Lower Church (seating capacity 50).

Church Building Hours For Private Prayer
e These hours are subject to change for funerals, weddings,
and other special occasions.

e Monday through Friday: 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

e Monday: 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (before and after Monday
evening’s 7:00 p.m. Mass)

e Saturday: 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. (before and after Saturday
morning’s 8:00 a.m. Mass) and 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
(before and after Saturday evening 7:00 p.m. Mass)

e Sunday: 6:30 a.m. until conclusion at §:00 a.m. of the
Confessions following the 7:00 a.m. Mass when the church
will be closed to allow for sanitizing/cleaning before re-
opening for the 8:30 a.m. Mass. And 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
and 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (respectively, before and after the
Sunday 12:00 Noon and Sunday evening 7:00 p.m. Masses).

& * Regarding Our Parking Lot Masses
Our outdoor parking lot Masses have been very well attend-
ed (over 120 cars per Mass lately) and enhanced safety and
confidence. We desire to continue celebrating these Masses
until winter cold weather makes it unfeasible for the health
of the Communion Ministers, ushers, and other volunteers.
Please check the parish website for any weather-related no-
tice of a change. If we move a parking lot Mass indoors due
to the weather, we will do our best to live-stream the indoor
Mass at the same time and to distribute Communion in the
parking lot at the conclusion of the indoor in-church Mass.

Schedule of Confessions

(All Confessions are Currently Indoors™)

e Saturday, January 30: 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

e Sunday, January 31: after the 7:00 a.m. in-church
Mass until 8:00 a.m. ¢ 6:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. prior to
the 7:00 p.m. in-church Mass.

e Monday, February 1 thru Saturday, February 6: after
the 8:00 a.m. in-church Mass until 9:00 a.m.

e Monday, February 1: after the 7:00 p.m. in-church
Mass until 8:00 p.m.

e Saturday, February 6: 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

e Sunday, February 7: after the 7:00 a.m. in-church
Mass until 8:00 a.m. ¢ 6:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. prior to
the 7:00 p.m. in-church Mass.

*Commencing on November 29 all of the Confession
times listed above are conducted indoors in the sanctuary
near the St. Joseph Altar. Weather permitting in the event
of unseasonably mild temperatures on a given day, the
priest-celebrant of the Mass preceding Confessions may
elect to move the Confession location outdoors to the
north portico of the church; and if that is the case, the
priest-celebrant (and confessor) will announce that

change of location at the conclusion of Mass.




Page 4

January 31, 2021

www.stmichaelnj.com

Mass of Remembrance for Patty Chavez

We will offer a Mass of Remembrance for Patty Chavez
on Sunday, January 31 at 12:00
Noon in the Upper Church. All
are invited and welcome.
The Catechism of the Catholic
Church -- which was at the heart
of Patty's vocation as a religion
teacher, catechist, leader of our
CCD program, and faithful Cath-
olic -- states: “From the begin-
ning the Church has honored the
memory of the dead and offered
prayers...for them, above all the
Eucharistic Sacrifice, so that...they may attain the beatific
vision of God” (#1032). The 2018 Mayor’s Proclamation
of “Patty Chavez Day” in Long Branch, NJ is re-
published today on Page 11 of this bulletin.

LENT 2021

Our Lenten observances will include the
following:

e On Fridays during Lent, Mass will be cele-
brated at 12:15 p.m. and at 5:30 p.m. in the
Upper Church. The 8:00 a.m. Mass on Fri-
days remains unchanged. Eucharistic Adora-
tion will follow the 12:15 Mass on these Fri-
days of Lent until 5:15 p.m.

e These Friday 12:15 and 5:30 Masses during
Lent will be followed by Confessions for 30
minutes.

e Stations of the Cross will be prayed on Fridays
of Lent at 7:30 p.m.

e The parish’s Lenten Penance Service will oc-
cur during the week beginning March 22 (date
and time to be announced).

May our Lenten journeys nourish our minds and
hearts, strengthen us against the chains of sin,
and bring us closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

ASH WEDNESDAY

MASS SCHEDULE

On Ash Wednesday, February 17 Masses
are as follows:
8:00 A.M. Mass
12:15 PM. Mass
4:00 P.M. Mass
5:30 PM. Mass (Children’s & Family Mass)
7:00 PM. Mass

Ashes will be imposed at all five Masses on Ash
Wednesday immediately after the homily. The 5:30
p.m. Mass on Ash Wednesday will focus on the
parish’s children and families; all are welcome and
invited to that Mass.

Bishop O’Connell - - with everyone’s health and safety
in mind on Ash Wednesday and during Lent - - has
directed parishes to continue following all covid pro-
tocols during Lent and to please be mindful of the fol-
lowing:

o The Church has never obliged attendance at Mass
nor the imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday. Ash
Wednesday is not a holy day of obligation.

o Imposing ashes in the usual manner is not permit-
ted this year.

o Recommended Method: marking the foreheads of
the faithful with ashes with the use of a QTip.

o A new QTip must be used with every person (as cur-
rently done with anointings).

o Sprinkling of ashes on the top of the head (the
“Roman custom”) is not customary in the U.S. and is
inadvisable.

e Priests and, only if necessary, other ministers shall
sanitize hands before and after imposition of ashes.

® Ashes are to blessed after the homily of the Mass.
They will be imposed at the conclusion of the Mass
prior to the departure of the faithful.

Ash Wednesday
Children’s and Family Mass

Please join us for our annual Children’s and Family
Ash Wednesday Mass. This Mass will be celebrated on
Ash Wednesday, February 17 at 5:30 P.M. for all chil-
dren and their families and friends. All are welcome.
Begin this Lenten season with your child and make this a
Lent to remember!!!
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There will be a Holy Hour for Vocations from 7:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. on the Thursday evening that precedes First
Friday. The next Holy Hour for Vocations will be on
February 4. The Holy Hour will include Eucharistic Ado-
ration, Rosary, and Confessions. The harvest is great but
the laborers are few. Please join with us in praying for
vocations!

First Friday Mass In Latinat 12:15 P.M.
and Eucharistic Adoration on February 5

First Friday Mass in Latin will be
celebrated on February 5 at 12:15
p-m. Confessions will be heard
after that Mass until 1:15 p.m.
And First Friday Mass will also be
celebrated (in English) at 5:30
p-m. on Friday, February 5 fol-
lowed by Confessions until 6:30
p-m. Eucharistic Adoration will
take place throughout the after-
noon on Friday, February 5 from the conclusion of
the 12:15 Latin Mass until 5:15 p.m.

Candlemas is a feast
celebrated annually on
February 2. It celebrates
three occasions: the
presentation of the child
Jesus; Jesus’ first entry
into the temple; and the
celebration of the Vir-
gin Mary’s purification.
The Diocese has requested -- as a covid health/
safety precaution -- that we not have the traditional
Candlemas procession with lighted candles this
year. Blessed candles are not to be distributed be-
fore, during or after the Candlemas Mass this
year. Parishioners may bring their own candles to
church to be blessed and that blessing will take
place at the conclusion of the Prayer of the Faithful
at the 8:00 a.m. Mass on Tuesday, February 2. All
are invited and welcome.

ON THE CALENDAR AT

ST. MicHAEL'S CHURCH

Mass of Remembrance for Sunday, January 31, 2021
Patty Chavez 12:00 Noon
Candlemas Day Tuesday, February 2, 2021
Memorial of St. Blaise Wednesday, February 3, 2021
Holy Hour for Vocations Thursday, February 4, 2021
700 p.m.

First Friday Mass in Latin Friday, February 5, 2021
1215p.m.

Baptism Preparation Class Saturday, February 13, 2021
10:00 a.m.

Kick-Off of Annual Catholic February 13-14, 2021
Appeal 2021 at all Masses|
Ash Wednesday Wednesday, February 17,2021
Confirmation Thursday, March 4, 2021
(Msgtr. Gervasio presiding) 6:00 p.m.

Prayer in Honor of St. Blaise
(Memorial on February 3)

O God, deliver us through the inter-
cession of Thy holy bishop and mar-
tyr Blaise, from all evil of soul and
body, especially from all ills of the
throat; and grant us the grace to
make a good confession in the confi-
dent hope of obtaining Thy pardon,
and ever to praise with worthy lips
Thy most holy name. Through Christ

our Lord. Amen.

The Memorial of St. Blaise is Febru-

ary 3 and falls on a Wednesday this

year. Throats will blessed on Wednesday, February 3 at
the conclusion of the 8:00 a.m. Masses. The Diocese has
requested -- as a covid health/safety precaution --
that no individual blessings of throats occur involv-
ing any physical contact. The celebrant at the Feb.
3rd Mass at 8:00 a.m. will impart a general bless-
ing to all in the congregation using the traditional
formula (“Through the intercession of St. Blaise,
bishop and martyr ...”). The celebrant that morning
will extend the usual two crossed candles over the
whole congregation while reciting the general
blessing. All are invited and welcome.
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Pope Francis' Homily on Word of God Sunday (January 24, 2021):
God's Word in the Scriptures is a Love Letter from the One Who Knows Us Best

Pastor's Note. Pope Francis has declared the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (this'year it was last Sunday,
January-24) to be the “‘Sunday of the Word of. God” in order to promote knowledge and love of Scripture and
i |to promote a closer relationship between the People of God and the:Bible. This special day is intended to be a

From the celebration of the word of God iniand throughout the Church. The Holy Father said, “A day devoted to the
Pastor’s Desk | Bible should not be seen as a yearly event-but, rather, a yearlong event, for we urgently need to grow:in our
knowledge and love of the Scriptures and of the:Risen Lord.”” Here at St. Michael’s we observed Word of God
Sunday at all Masses on Saturday, Jan. 23 and Sunday, Jan. 24 with special prayers and with homilies that
focused-on Scripture — keeping in mind the Pope’s words that ““we need to develop a closer relationship with sacred Scripture; oth-
erwise, our hearts will remain cold and our eyes shut, struck as we are by so many forms:of blindness. The Bible-is not a collection
of history books or a chronicle, but is aimed entirely at the integral salvation of the person.” 'In Rome, the Pope's homily for this
year's Word of God Sunday:was preached by Archbishop:Rino Fisichella since the Holy Father was unable to attend:Mass. that day:
due to sciatica. The Pope's Word of God Sunday homily is-published below in its entirety. Please enjoy reading the words of the
Pope on the Words of God. May-the Word of God touch your mind and guide your heart so that you may live-out the Word -worthily
and well!

' SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD
e HOLY MASS '
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS

St. Peter’s Basilica
Sunday, 24 January 2021

[Archbishop Rino Fisichella read the homily Pope Francis had prepared for the occasion]

On this Sunday of the Word of God, let us listen to Jesus as he proclaims the Kingdom of God. Let us consider
what he says and to whom he says it.

What does he say? Jesus-begins his preaching with these words: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand” (Mk 1:15). God is near, that'is the first message. His kingdom has come dewn to earth, God is not; as-we are
often tempted to think; distant, up in heaven, detached from the human condition: No, he is in our midst; The time
of his'distance ended when, in Jesus, he became man. Ever since then, God has been very close to us; he will never

retire from our -human condition or tire of it. This closeness‘is the very first message of the
Gospel; today’s reading tells us that Jesus \ “was saying” (v. 15) those words: he kept
repeating them, “God is near” was the leitmo- ' tif of his preaching, the heart of his message.
If this was - the opening theme and the refrain s of all Jesus’ preaching, it must necessarily be:
the one constant of the Christian life and mes- sage. Before -all ‘else, we must believe -and
proclaim that God has drawn near to us, that ' we have been forgiven and shown mercy. Pri-*
or to every word of ours about God, there:is his word to us, his Word who:continues to tell
us: “Do not be afraid; I am with you. I am at your side and I will always be there”:

The word of God enables us to touch this closeness, since — as the Book of Deuterono-
my. tells us — it is not far from us, it is near to \ / our hearts (cf. 30:14). It is the antidote to our
fear of having to face life alone. Indeed, by his word the Lord consoles us, that is, he

stands “with” (con-) those who are “alone” (soli). In speaking to us, he reminds us that he has taken us to heart, that
we are precious in his eyes, and that he holds us in the palm of his hand. God’s word infuses this peace, but it does
not leave us in peace. It is a word of consolation ‘but also a call to conversion. “Repent”, says Jesus, immediately
after proclaiming God’s closeness. For, thanks to his closeness, we can no longer distance ourselves from God and
from others. The time when we could live thinking only of ourselves is now over. To do so is not Christian, for
those who experience God’s closeness cannot ignore their neighbours or treat them with indifference. Those who
hear God’s word are:-constantly reminded that life \is not-about shielding ‘ourselves from others, but-about en-
countering them in the name of God who is near. The word sown in the soil of-our hearts, leads us in turn:to sow
hope through closeness to others. Even as God has done with us.

(continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)

Pope Francis' Homily on Word of God Sunday (January 24, 2021):
God's Word in the Scriptures is a Love Letter from the One Who Knows Us Best

Let us now consider to whom Jesus speaks. His first words are to
Galilean fishermen, simple folk who lived by harsh manual labour,
by day and night. They were no experts in Scripture or;people of
great. knowledge and culture. They lived in a region made up of
various peoples; ethnic groups:and cults: one that could not have
been further from the religious purity of Jerusalem, the heart of the
country. Yet that is where Jesus began, not from' the centre: but
from the periphery,-and he did so in order to tell us too that no-one
is far from God’s heart.'Everyone can receive his word and en-
counter him in person. The Gospel offers a nice detail in this re-
gard, when it tells us that Jesus’ preaching came ‘‘after” that of
John (Mk 1:14). That word after is decisive: it points to-a differ-
ence. John received people in the desert, where only those ‘able to
leave their homes could go. Jesus, on the other hand, speaks of God
in'thé heart of society, to everyone, wherever they find themselves. A

He does not speak at fixed times or places, but “walking along the shore”, to fishermen who were “casting their
nets” (v. 16). He speaks to people in the most ordinary times and places. Here we see the universal power of the
word of God to'reach everyone and every area-of life.

Yet the word of God also has particular power, thatis, it can touch each person directly. The disciples would nev-
er forget the words they heard that day on the shore of the lake, by their boats, in the company of their family mem-
bers and fellow workers: words that marked their lives forever. Jesus
said to them: “Follow me, T will make you become fishers of
men” (v. 17). He did not appeal to them using lofty words and ideas,
but spoke to their lives." He told fishermen that they were to be fish-
ers of men. If he had told them: ‘“Follow me, I will make you Apos-
tles, you will be sent into the world to preach the Gospel in the pow-.
er of the Spirit; you will be killed, but you will become saints”, we
can-be sure that Peter and Andrew: would have answered: ““Thanks,
but we’ll stick to our nets and our boats!” But Jesus spoke to them in
terms of their own livelihood: ““You are fishermen, and you will be-
come fishers of men”. Struck by:those words, they come to realize
that lowering their nets for fish- was too little, whereas putting out
into the deep in response to the word of Jesus was the secret of true
joy. The Lord does the same with us:'he looks for us where we are,

he loves us as we are, and he patiently walks by our side. As he did
Wlth those fishermen, he waits for us on the shore of our life. With his word, Jesus wants to change us, to invite us
to live fuller lives and to put out’into the deep together with him. :

So dear brothers and sisters, let us not'ignore God’s word. It is a’love letter, written to us:by the One'who knows us
best. In reading it, we -again hear his voice, see his face and receive his Spirit. That word brings us close to
God. Let us not keep'it at:arm’s length, but carry it with us always, in our pocket, on our phone. Let us give it a
worthy place in our homes. Let us set the Gospel in a place where we can remember to open it daily, perhaps at the
beginning and at the end of the day, so that amid all those words that ring in our ears, there may also be a few verses
of the word of God that can touch our hearts. To be ableto do this, let us ask the Lord for the strength to turn:off
the television and open the Bible, to turn off our cell phone and open the Gospel. During this liturgical year, we
are reading Saint Mark, the simplest ‘and the shortest of the Gospels. Why not read it at home too, evena brief
passage each day. It will make us feel God’s closeness to us and fill us with courage as we make our way through:
life.
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What Is “Convalidation” of a Civil, Non-
Church Marriage All About?
Congratulations, Sharon & Chuck, on the
Convalidation of Your Marriage!

Congratulations to St. Michael’s parishioners Sharon
and Charles Barham on recently getting married at
St. Michael’s according to the rite of the Catholic
Church. Sharon and Charles exchanged their vows
with each other during a Mass that was d celebrated
on Tuesday, January 19 and attended by a few mem-
bers of their family and friends. It was also Charles’
66" birthday.  Sharon
and Charles were mar-
ried in a civil ceremo-
ny 40 years ago in No-
vember 1980. They
decided to get married
in the Church and to
pursue the process
known as
“Convalidation”. Con-
validation, or the pro-
cess of bringing your
civil marriage to be
recognized and blessed
sacramentally by the
Catholic Church, is not a difficult one. It involves
meeting with a priest to discuss the Sacrament of
Matrimony and the many good things that the Sacra-
ment brings to couples who have been civilly mar-
ried (among them, the grace of God’s blessing to
make their marriage last longer). The process also
involves planning a simple ceremony where the civ-
illy married couple exchanges their marriage vows
or gives their consent to each other to love each oth-

World Marriage Day and National
Marriage Week 2021

Special announcement for
Catholic Married Cou-
ples! In observance of
World Marriage Day
(Sunday, February 14,
2021) and National Mar-
riage Week (February 7-
14, 2021), the Diocese of
Trenton has launched an
exciting new web resource for Catholic married couples
to enhance their marriage in three important ways: 1) Re-
connect with Your Spouse, 2) Make Your Marriage Even
Better, and 3) Serve Others in Your Marriage. Find all
this and more at www.dioceseoftrenton.org/world-
marriage-day-for-couples - what every couple needs to
make their marriage extraordinary! (Part of the Building-
StrongMarriages.org initiative of the Diocese of Trenton)

The Cana Rosary for Marriage
(February 7-14, 2021)

To commemorate
World Marriage Day
(Sunday, February
14) and National
Marriage Week
» (February 7 — 14), the
Diocese of Trenton
will host a special
livestreamed event for all Catholic families — The Cana
Rosary for Marriage - from 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm each
evening, Sunday, February 7 through Saturday, February
14, 2021. This recitation of the rosary and reflection on
marriage will be led by a different couple each evening; it
will help all couples rely on our Most Holy Mother Mary
to assist with their greatest needs and bring them closer to
the Lord. All information for this event can be found at
www.dioceseoftrenton.org/world-marriage-day

S ERF

er faithfully for the rest of their lives. The sacramental ceremony is witnessed by a priest or deacon who ac-
cepts the couple’s consent on be behalf of the Church. If you are civilly married or know someone who is, we
invite you to bring your marriage to be recognized by the Church. St. Michael’s parishioners may contact the
parish office to make a request for an appointment with the parish priest to explore Convalidation. Please note

that a civilly married person whose marriage is not
convalidated by the Church is not eligible/qualified to
serve as a Baptism godparent, Confirmation sponsor,
Eucharistic Minister, etc. It is our desire that civilly
married persons take a more active part in the life of
the Church so we invite those persons to consider
having their marriages convalidated/recognized by
the Church. Thank you, Sharon and Chuck, for being
faithful witnesses to the teaching of the Church and
for being positive examples for others who may be
considering the sacramental convalidation of a civil,
outside-the-Church marriage.
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Weekend Collection & Attendance Save the Dates: Parish Mission: Fr. Wade
Thank You! The Parish Mission with Fr. Wade
Saturday, January 23, 2021 Menezes, Olfl thehFdatlhzrsf of Merzcy’
4:00 PM Parking Lot Mass $2,127.00 112 Cars seasiDpinal by sehoduieaorth ayi 470
) and was postponed twice last year be-
7:00 PM Public In-Church Mass $307.00 48 People cause of the COVID pandemic. We
Sunday. January 24. 2021 have re-scheduled ‘the Parish Mission
7:00 AM Public In-Church Mass ~ $516.00 42 People s s B Wade il Dos et
: - : . s r. Wade
. ) Michael’s Dec.embe'r 11—15, 2021 for Meneses
8:30 AM Public In-Church Mass ~ $635.00 39 People A oort e N T Plag o tave
10:00 AM Parking Lot Mass $1,646.00 81 Cars the dates.
12:00 PM Public In-Church Mass $1,014.00 37 People
7:00 PM Public In-Church Mass ~ $512.00 56 People PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH
Mailed-in Envelopes for the January 24 Collection
and for Previous Sunday Collections during the YEARLY MASS INTENTIONS
Pandemic Lockdown: $2,360.00 IANUARY 2021 OCTOBER 2021
This Week’s Total: $9,117.00 Louis Carlesimo Salvatore J. Mirarchi
Same Week Last Year’s Total: $13,763.00 r/o Children /o Joe & Carmel Mirarchi
Ursula Carlesimo
Please continue your financial support of your parish during r/o Children
the COVID-19 situation by: mailing Sunday collection enve-
lopes to the parish business office; dropping-off Sunday col- Aid For The Hearing Impaired
lection envelopes in the rectory mailbox at any time; or by We offer the use of radio aids during Mass upon request.
means of online Faith Direct.net where the St. Michael’s par- The device is tuned to the sound system in the Church so
ish identification code is NJ319. Thank you very much. And that those who have a hearing deficit might hear more
God bless. clearly. Please ask an usher for assistance.

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT REQUEST FORM

If you wish to receive a written statement reporting your 2020 contributions to St. Michael’s Church for pur-
poses of your income tax returns, please complete the form below and return it to the Parish Office. Submit
your request to St. Michael’s Church, 800 Ocean Ave., Long Branch, NJ 07740. Or email your request to par-
ish@stmichaelnj.com.

Faith Direct - If you make your weekly contributions or other contributions to the parish by means of the
Faith Direct online method, you may obtain a written statement reporting such online contributions by vis-
iting wwwfaithdirect.net and following the instructions on the homepage.

For additional assistance, please call parish Business Manager Thomas Randazzo at the parish office at 732-
222-8080 on Monday, Wednesday, or Friday during business hours 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (closed for lunch
12:00 Noon to 1:00 p.m. for lunch).

Name:

Address:

Phone Number:
Email:
Envelope Number:
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The next Baptism prepara-

tion class for parents is

scheduled for Saturday, Feb-
ruary 13 at 10:00 a.m. in the Lower Church. Please
call the parish office to register in advance.

PARISH COUNSELING SERVICES

A joint effort of the Diocese of Trenton and
Catholic Charities provides licensed professionals
for short term counseling (up to six sessions) to pa-
rishioners dealing with difficult issues, for example,
job-stress, family concerns, and bereavement. Con-
tact your pastor or parish priest for additional infor-
mation and referral. The fee is $90 per session, but,
if needed, financial assistance is available through
the Diocese of Trenton Parish Counseling Services.

Rosarian Prayer Group

PRAYERS FOR THE
SICK OF THE
PARISH
This is a list of
parishioners, rela-
tives, and friends who
are in need of our
prayers for healing.
Our Rosarians also
pray every Saturday
for all the
parishioners of St.
Michael’s. Please note
that intentions will be
listed for two months
and then removed,

unless the requestor suffering and in need
calls to remew for of our prayers.

another two months.
Please also note that
according to  the
HIPPA & privacy
laws only the sick
themselves or family
members may request
to be added to the list.
Contact the Parish
Office for all prayer
requests. Thank you
and may Our Lord
grant healing to all
those ~ who  are

Week 2
Andrew Yeboah
Week 4
Walter Fiore
Week 6
Jennifer Abate
Week §
June Scavone
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HAVE A FINE
FARE DAY

“THE SUPERMARKET WITH SUPERPRICES”
222-8900 320 3rd Ave., Long Branch

WooirLeEy-BogLioLl

FUNERAL HOME

Caring attention in
your time of need.

William J. Boglioli, Manager/Owner
N.J. Lic. No. 3652

222-3644

Lifelong Parishioners of St. Michael’s Parish
10 Morrell Street, Long Branch, NJ 07740

732-229-0122

www.woolleyboglioli.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

World Class Paint
And Collision Solutions
Mercedes Benz
Factory Authorized Facility
Paul R. Sgro, President
853 Broadway
W Long Branch
Fax 222-1763

www.leesgarage.com
Lic. 02155A-17

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

JOSEPH URAS MONUMENTS

MONUMENTS » GRANITE & BRONZE MARKERS

New Jersey’s Award Winning Breakfast & Lunch Restaurant

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

breakfast, brunch & lunch
92 Ocean Ave. * Long Branch www.theturningpoint.biz

MAUSOLEUMS « CEMETERY LETTERING

100 Rt. 9, Manalapan
625-1822

601 Rt. 35, Middletown
671-1122

173 Rt. 37 W, Toms River
473-1122

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
2 of the Sea of the United States of America
ETake your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
& (Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
& eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicGruisesandTours.com

hbasement waterproofing

88 Brighton Avenue

OPEN 7 DAYS West End, NJ 07740

732-222-8728 www.scalaspizzeria.com

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

¢ French Drains * Foundation Repair * Mold Remediation
All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777

morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Robert Yunker

REALTOR® ASSOCIATE
(732) 222-4100

CAMASSA AGENCY, INC.
REALTORS » MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

186 LOCUST AVENUE, W. LONG BRANCH, NJ 07764
Cell: (732) 859-6245 « Fax: (732) 222-3580
rjyrealtor@gmail.com « www.camassaagency.com

TOTAL FLOOR CARE, LLC

CARPET, UPHOLSTERY, TILE/STONE CLEANING & SEALING
MaRrBLE & Woob FLoOR IVIAINTENANCE
Serving Monmouth and Ocean Counties

OFFICE (732) 280-5577

J.S. PI

NATIONAL PUE

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . ...
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscrihe

Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc.

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

UCH COMPE
ISHER OF CHURCH BULL!

e Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!
» Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
» Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM
wnnanw.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!
email: sales@jspaluch.com

For Information ... Call
800.524.0263

Ny

eARN VIONEY!
00 GOOD! MAKE A
POSITIVE IMPACT!

www.jspaluch.com

www.DamianoFuneralHome.com
732~222~2312

191 Franklin Avenue, Long Branch, New Jersey 07740
R.J. “Bud” Damiano, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3869

Family cwned and cperated since 1932

511550 St Michael Church

www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263
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