ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH

January 29,2023 | Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

DALy Mass

Mon -Sat: 8:00 AM | Mon: 7:00 PM

First Friday 12:15 PM in Latin in Feb, Apr,
June, Aug, Oct, Dec. In English in Jan, Mar,
May, July, Sept, Nov. And 5:30 PM (on First
Friday) in English in all months.

WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday: 4:00 PM, 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM

Sunday: 7:00 AM, 8:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00
PM, 4:00 PM, 7:00 PM

RECONCILIATION

Monday through Saturday: after the 8:00 a.m.
Mass until 9:00 a.m.

Monday Night: after the 7:00 p.m. Mass until
8:00 p.m.

Sunday: after the 7:00 a.m. Mass until 8:00
a.m.; 6:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. prior to the 7:00
p-m. Mass.

First Fridays: after the 12:15 p.m. Mass until
1:15 p.m. After the 5:30 Mass until 6:30 p.m.

REGISTRATION
To register with the parish, please call the Par-
ish Office for information.

MARRIAGES

Couples who wish to marry at the parish should
contact the Parish Office for a Marriage Re-
qguest Form, and for further information. The
bride or groom, or their parents/grandparents
must be registered parishioners for at least
eighteen months prior to the proposed wedding
date to make arrangements. There is a twelve
month timeline for wedding preparations.

BAPTISMS

Baptisms take place generally on Sundays at
1:15 PM. Other days/times can also be ar-
ranged. Parents must be registered parishion-
ers, and can call the Parish Office for infor-
mation and scheduling.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

To enroll your child for our Religious Educa-
tion classes, please contact Kevin Connelly, ext.
2 at the Catholic Center.

PARISH OFFICE
800 Ocean Avenue | Long Branch, NJ 07740
Ph: (732) 222-8080 | Fx: (732) 870-1174
www.stmichaelnj.com

Monday through Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 3:30

The Sermon on the Mount
stained glass window and
plague - on the south wall of
our church.

This Sunday’s Gospel —

The Beatitudes (Matthew

5:1-12a) from The Ser-
mon on the Mount
(Matthew 5:1-7:29)

“When Jesus saw the crowds, He
went up the mountain, and after He
had sat down, His disciples came to
Him. He began to teach them, say-

ing:

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are they who mourn, for
they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will
inherit the land.

Blessed are they who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they
will be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful, for they
will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the clean of heart, for
they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God.

Blessed are they who are persecut-
ed for the sake of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when they insult
you and persecute you and utter
every kind of evil against you
[falsely] because of me. Rejoice
and be glad, for your reward will
be great in heaven.’”

PARISH STAFF

Rev. John Butler, Pastor

Reyv. Cyril Johnson, Parochial Vicar
Thomas Randazzo, Business Manager
Kevin Connelly, Director of Religious Ed.

p.m. (closed 12:00 Noon -1:00 p.m. for lunch) Mary Valan, Parish Secretary
Answering service phone coverage at all other Lauren Walters, Acting Music Director

times.

CatHoLic CENTER AND
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
OFFICE

16 Beechwood Avenue | West Long Branch,
NJ 07764
Ph: (732) 483-0360 | Fx: (732) 795-3262
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
732-483-0360 ext. 1
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MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, January 28
8:00 AM t Nicholas Cattelona, Jr.

T Danielle Russo
4:00 PM t John Perri, Sr.

t Anthony Ferrara
5:30 PM t Caroline Clauser
T Marlene Califano

7:00 PM People of the Parish

Sunday, January 29
7:00 AM T Mark Russo

1 Conrad Russo
8:30 AM T Elizabeth EImore
t Joyce Albano
10:00 AM T Robert A. Parnell
T Fred West, Jr.
12:00 PM t Dr. Peter Kelly
4:00 PM 1t Ronald J. Brandmayr, Jr.

t Ellen M. Boyle (5th Anniv.)

7:00 PM People of the Parish

Monday, January 30
8:00 AM Pro-Life Cause

T Yolanda DePalma

7:00 PM T John Connelly

Tuesday, January 31
8:00 AM T James O'Donohue, Jr.

T Ronald Cattelona

T Robert Fortin

Sister
Sons

John & Deborah Perri
and Family

Sister Quinta
Daughter
Califano & Ely Family

Family

Family

Ed Christopher

Stephen Ferraro & Family
Nancy Thorne

Eileen

George Family

Patricia Manfredi

Friends of Sylvia Marsico

DePalma Family

Sister Doris
Sister

Tom Viggiano

Wednesday, February 1
8:00 AM T Andre Moutenot

T Evelyn Joyce

Thursday, February 2
8:00 AM 1 Theresa Schenone

1 Sr. Francis Scanlon

Friday, February 3

8:00 AM Special Intention: Nieces &
Nephews

T Eleanor Cattelona

12:15 PM Health & Blessings: Msgr.

James Turro (101st birthday)

5:30 PM T Irene F. & Edward W.
Moskal, Sr.

T Blaise & Stephanie
Mitkowski

Saturday, February 4
8:00 AM T Conrad Russo

People of the Parish
4:00 PM t Shirley Swartwout

Special Intention: Parish
Priests of St. Michael's

5:30 PM Special Intention: Robert
Canale

Special Intention: Parish
Priests of St. Michael's

7:00 PM Special Intention: Parish
Priests of St. Michael's

Sunday, February 5

7:00 AM 1 Eleanor & Nicholas
Cattelona

Special Intention: Parish
Priests of St. Michael's

8:30 AM T Nicoletta Mia Ciampa
T Clarice Viggiano

Special Intention: Parish
Priests of St. Michael's

10:00 AM t All Souls in Purgatory

Special Intention: Parish
Priests of St. Michael's

12:00 PM t Michael Harvey

Special Intention: Parish
Priests of St. Michael's

4:00 PM Special Intention: Parish
Priests of St. Michael's

7:00 PM Special Intention: Parish
Priests of St. Michael's

People of the Parish

Rene & Jack Brignola

Jane, Katie & Peter Farmer

Margie & Joe Wargo

Linda

Daughter

Barbara & Edward Moskal

Barbara & Edward Moskal

Family

Sudman Family

Grateful Parishioner

Wife Patricia

Grateful Parishioner

Grateful Parishioner

Daughter

Grateful Parishioner

Family
Viggiano Family

Grateful Parishioner

Joseph & Kelina Vassallo

Grateful Parishioner

Gerardo Voglino

Grateful Parishioner

Grateful Parishioner

Grateful Parishioner
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Invitation to Learn About
Becoming a Lay Eucharistic Minister

Parishioners with a devotion to
the Mass, the sacraments, and the
Church and with an interest in serv-
ing fellow parishioners are invited
to learn more about and to consider
becoming Lay Eucharistic Minis-
ters (also known as Extraordinary
Ministers of the Eucharist).

The purposes of this ministry include assisting the
priest in the distribution of the Eucharist during Mass
and/or bringing the Eucharist to the homebound and the
hospitalized. Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist are

members of the laity and registered
members of the parish who have
received all three of their Sacra-
ments of Initiation (Baptism, First
Communion, Confirmation) and are
actively and faithfully practicing
the Catholic faith in all respects.
They are appointed by the Pastor
after meeting all qualifications and

February 2, 2023
FEAST OF
THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD

Candlemas is a feast celebrat-
ed annually on February 2. It
celebrates three occasions: the
presentation of the child Jesus;
Jesus’ first entry into the Tem-
ple in Jerusalem; and the cele-
bration of the Virgin Mary’s
purification. Parishioners are invited to bring their
own candles to church to be blessed and that bless-
ing will take place at the conclusion of the Solemn
Entrance and Procession that will occur at the begin-
ning of the 8:00 a.m. Mass on Thursday, February
2. All are invited and welcome.

completing a four-session training
on the Blessed Sacrament and regarding our own parish
customs, as well as Diocesan and Papal guidelines and,
later on, the requirements of the nearby hospitals for vol-
unteers who bring Communion to in-patients.

If you are interested in becoming an Extraordinary
Minister of the Eucharist or in simply learning more and
asking questions, a brief presentation and Q&A session
will be offered on Sunday, January 29 following the
10:00 a.m. Mass from 11:00 to 11:45 in the Upper
Church. All are welcome and
invited. Thank you in ad-
vance for your interest in Lay
Eucharistic Ministry and in
helping St. Michael’s serve
the needs of our parishioners
and the homebound and the
hospitalized.

The next Baptism preparation

class for parents is scheduled

for Saturday, February 11 at

10:00 a.m. in the Lower
Church. Please call the parish office to register in ad-
vance.

IMPORTANT DATES RE OUR CCD PROGRAM
® Sacrament of Confirmation: Thursday, March 9, 2023.
® First Holy Communion: Saturday, Mary 6, 2023.

Prayer in Honor of St. Blaise
(Memorial on February 3;
Blessing of Throats)

O God, deliver us through the intercession of
Thy holy bishop and martyr Blaise, from all
evil of soul and body, especially from all ills
of the throat; and grant us the grace to make
a good confession in the confident hope of
obtaining Thy pardon, and ever to praise
with worthy lips Thy most holy name.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Memorial of St. Blaise is February 3 and falls on a Fri-
day this year (and, in fact, on a First Friday). Throats will
blessed on Friday, February 3 at the conclusion of each of
the 8:00 a.m. Mass, the 12:15 p.m. Mass (in Latin), and the
5:30 p.m. Mass (in English).
The priest/celebrant and
Lay Extraordinary Eucha-
ristic Ministers at each of
the Feb. 3rd Masses will
impart a blessing to each
individual in the “pre-covid
manner” and will be wear-
ing surgical face masks
while imparting the blessings. The wearing of face
masks will be optional for the recipients of the throat
blessings. All are invited and welcome.
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St. Michael’s Rosary Altar Society
St. Valentine’s Day Mass and Luncheon

Dear Rosarians and Women of the Parish,

You are cordially invited to attend a private Mass and Saint Valentine’s
Day Luncheon at Rooney’s Oceanfront Restaurant, 100 Ocean Avenue, Long Branch, NJ
07740.

St. Valentine’s Day
Rosary Altar Society
Mass and Luncheon
Tuesday, February 14, 2023
The Sunset Room at Rooney’s
Mass Begins at: 11:30 a.m.
Luncheon: 12:15 p.m.

Please rsvp by Tuesday, February 7" to Sharon Barham at 732-539-7145.
Please provide the number of attendees in your party along with the guest(s) names and cell phone numbers.

Luncheon Cost is $25.00 per person. Menu: Garden Salad; selection of entrée - Poached Salmon or Chicken
Francese, or Penne Vodka; Cheesecake; Coffee/Tea.

Please address check to St. Michael’s Rosary Altar Society and mail check to Sharon Barham, 2 Belle Drive,
West Long Branch, NJ 07764.

Blessed Mother, Pray for us. St Valentine, Pray for us.
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NOVENA TO ST. JOSEPH TO
END ABORTION
January 20-28, 2023

St. Joseph, Patron of the
PRAY TO PROTECT HUMAN LiFE! |ALLEEL

MSM

Church  and
Guardian of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary and the Child Je-
sus, the Son of God whom
she carried in her Immacu-
late womb: intercede for us,
we pray, that all recourse to
abortion might cease in our
nation and our world. As you cared for Mother and
Child, care for all women who bear the gift of life in
their womb. May no harm ever endanger them and

9DAYSFORLIFE.COM

January 20-28.

January 19-28, 2023

may no choice ever threaten the blessing of human
life that God has created within. Guard them with
your loving protection, at every moment, until His
will has been fulfilled. St. Joseph, spouse of Mary
and foster father of the Lord, help us build a culture
of life that yields a civilization of love among us.
Say the “Our Father,” the “Hail Mary” and the
“Glory be” after this novena prayer. This novena
will be prayed at all Masses at St. Michael’s from

Please keep this parish and worldwide
endeavor in your daily prayers

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather to-
gether in Your name. With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the
way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are
weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do
not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor par-
tiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our
unity so that we may journey together to eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth and what is right.
All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place
and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Regarding Novena Prayers

Pastor’s Note. In recent weeks we have “prayed Nove-
nas” here at St. Michael’s for various intentions includ-
ing the eternal rest of Pope Benedict XVI and the Nove-
na to St. Joseph to End Abortion (on this Page 5) which
is concluding on the Saturday of this weekend (January
28). Also, we have prayed a Novena to St. Michael in
September in recent years (the patron saint of our par-
ish) during the nine days leading up to his feast day and
the Feast of the Archangels. The practice of praying a
Novena may be familiar to some and unfamiliar to oth-
ers. The following article provides a brief description
of what Novenas are (and what they aren’t) and dis-
cusses the origin and the history and the purpose of No-
venas. It was published originally in the Marian Helper
magazine in the Fall 1993 issue and is available at
https://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/
what-are-novenas#:~:text=Scripturally%2C%
20novenas%20take%20their%200rigin,1%3A4%2D5).

What are Novenas?

If you mention novenas, you're likely to get mixed
reactions, with extremes at both ends of the scale.
Some view novenas as extraordinarily powerful prayers
with guaranteed results — like a legal contract with God:
if you fulfill the conditions, God grants your request.
Others feel that novenas are simply a waste of time —an
outdated form of prayer practiced by overly pious peo-
ple looking for spiritual magic.

As is often the case, neither extreme is accurate,
though each reflects some truth. Making a novena is
indeed a valid, powerful way to pray, but if misunder-
stood can become an act of superstition rather than
prayer.

What It Is

The word "novena” comes from the Latin meaning
"nine each.” It is a prayer or Holy Mass that is offered
for nine consecutive days.

Scripturally, novenas take their origin from the nine
days of prayer before Pentecost. After the Ascension,
the apostles and disciples, in obedience to the Lord,
gathered in the upper room and devoted themselves to
constant prayer, together with Mary, the Mother of Je-
sus (Acts 1:4-5).

The nine days of prayer can also be considered as a
representation of the nine months of Jesus in the womb
of Mary. Like Jesus our Head, we His Body are also to
be born of Mary and the Holy Spirit. The nine days of
prayer were gestation prior to the birth of the Church on
Pentecost. Since then, each novena can be considered as
a time of gestation before a new outpouring of the Holy
Spirit (continued on Page 10)
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There will be a Holy Hour for Vocations from 7:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. on the Thursday evening that precedes First
Friday. The next Holy Hour for Vocations will be on
February 2. The Holy Hour will include Eucharistic Ad-
oration, Rosary, and Confessions. The harvest is great
but the laborers are few. Please join with us in praying
for vocations!

First Friday Mass /n Latinat 12:15 P.M. and
Eucharistic Adoration on February 3

First Friday Mass in Latin will be celebrated on Feb-
ruary 3 at 12:15 p.m. Confessions will be heard after
that Mass until 1:15 p.m. And First

Friday Mass will also be celebrated (in
English) at 5:30 p.m. on Friday, Feb-
ruary 3 followed by Confessions until
6:30 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration will
take place throughout the afternoon on
Friday, February 3 from the conclu-
sion of the 12:15 Latin Mass until
Benediction at 5:15 p.m. All are wel-

Second Collection Next Weekend
February 4 and 5 for
Black and Native Americans Mission

Next weekend we will have a second collection for
the Black and Native Americans Mission. Mandated by
the 111 Plenary Council in 1884, the 125-year-old Nation-
al Collection for Black and Indian
people continues as the embodi-
ment of the Church’s concern for
evangelizing the Black and Indian
peoples of the United States. The
funds are distributed as grants to
dioceses throughout the United States, supporting and
strengthening evangelization programs which otherwise
would cease. The Collection was formerly known as The
Black and Indian Home Mission Collection. For more
information visit blackandindianmission.org.

Please make checks payable to St. Michael’s Church.

come. Please note that this month’s
12:15 Mass in Latin will be celebrated according to
the rite of the Novus Ordo of the 1970 Roman Missal.

Weekend Collection & Attendance

Thank You!

Saturday, January 21, 2023
4:00 PM Mass $2,597.00 218 people
5:30 PM Mass $677.00 84 people
7:00 PM Mass $545.00 53 people

Sunday, January 22, 2023
7:00 AM Mass $1,154.00 64 people
8:30 AM Mass $1,060.00 92 people
10:00 AM Mass $1,483.00 126 people
12:00 PM Mass $1,994.00 137 people
4:00 PM Mass $813.00 111 people
7:00 PM Mass $379.00 89 people

Mailed-in Envelopes for the January 22 collection and for
previous Sunday collections during the Pandemic Lockdown:
$1,323.00

This Week’s Total: $12,025.00
Same Week’s Total Last Year: $11,432.00

Second Collection: Church in Latin America: $2,694.00

ON THE CALENDAR AT

ST. MicHAEL'S CHURCH

Feast of the Presentation of the Thursday, February 2, 2023
Lord (Candlemas Day) (See Page 3 for details)
Holy Hour for Vocations Thursday, February 2, 2023
700 p.m.

Memorial of St. Blaise Friday, February 3, 2023
(Blessing of Throats) (See Page 3 for details re blessing
of throats)

First Friday Friday, February 3, 2023 (12:15 Mass in

Latin, Eucharistic Adoration 12:45 p.an.
to 5:15 p.m.,, Mass in English at 5:30
pam,, Confessions 12:45 to 1:15 and 6:00

t0 6:30 p.m.)

Rosary Altar Society’s St. Valen- Tuesday, February 14, 2023

tine’s Day Mass and Luncheon (See Page 4 for details)

Baptism Class for Parents Saturday, February 11, 2023

10:00 a.m.

Presidents’ Day Monday, February 20,2023
(Parish Office Closed)

Ash Wednesday Wednesday, February 22, 2023

Confirmation Thursday, March 9, 2023

(Presiding: Msgr. Joseph Rosie)
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PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH Motorized Recliner Chair Available — FREE!

WEEKLY MASS INTENTION A senior citizen parishioner of St. Elizabeth’s

 Ronald Lubischer t/0 Joyce Lubischer Church in Avon-by-the-Sea recently died and his fami-

ly is making available the gentleman’s motorized re-

YEARLY MaSs INTENTIONS cliner chair at no charge to a family that will give the

chair a good new home. The chair is in good operating

FEBRUARY 2023 condition (the rise-and-descend mechanism works per-

tSusan Whitman t/0 Lex and Janet Tucci fectly). It shows some signs of age and ordinary wear

April 2023 and tear from its years of use including a velcro strip

tRita N. Cittadino t/0 Christopher M. Cittadino on one arm to keep the TV remote control place. It’s

and Family ideal for a person who has difficulty getting up out of a

SEPTEMBER 2023 chair. For further information, please phone Kevin at
tRalph and Eleanor Siciliano t/o The Boeckman Family 973-452-8208.

Upcoming Retrouvaille and Marriage Encounter Weekends

Retrouvaille Weekend, February 3 — 5, 2023

Stress In Your Marriage?
» Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage?
* Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse?
» Have you thought about separation or divorce?
» Does talking about it only make it worse?

RETROUVAILLE consists of a weekend experience for married couples (no group discussions) with six follow-
up sessions. The upcoming weekend is February 3 — 5, 2023. All inquiries are confidential. For further infor-
mation, please contact Rich Colasuonno 732-236-0671 or Annette Colasuonno 732-672-0748 or email
3024@helpourmarriage.org.

Retrouvaille Weekend, February 10-12, 2023

RETROUVAILLE: REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN YOUR MARRIAGE Tens of thousands of couples have
healed their marriages through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-vy). If you know anyone who could benefit
from this program, please pass this on. Couples learn to build communication skills and to increase intimacy.
It provides help for marriage problems, difficulties or crises. The next program begins the weekend of Febru-
ary 10 - 12, 2023 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA. For more information, or to register, visit
www.HelpOurMarriage.org or call 215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230. All inquiries are strictly confidential.

Marriage Encounter Weekend; February 24-26, 2023

Looking for the perfect Christmas gift for your spouse? Why not give yourselves a Marriage Encounter Week-
end. A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend gives you the time and tools to revitalize romance, deepen
communication, and nourish the spirituality in your marriage. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Week-
end will be held February 24 — 26, 2023. Please apply ASAP as space is limited.

Phone 1-732-904-9636 for application and information (Tom & Ruth DeFalco). Visit us at: www.wwme.org
for more information.
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Reminders re the St. Vincent dePaul Society

Our parish’s local chapter of the St. Vincent dePaul Society (SVDP) is extremely active in the community and in the
parish. Serving the needy with food, groceries, and short-term financial assistance in certain situations are among the
many works that the Society’s members and benefactors undertake. Please keep the
following reminders in mind:

 Donations of Food and Groceries. Please drop-off any donations of food or
groceries only in the church vestibule in the bin near the ushers closet. We have
had some problems recently with food donations that were dropped-off outdoors on
the church steps during non-business hours and those items were damaged by the
rain before the staff and priests could re-locate them to the church hall storage area
and those items had to be discarded.

» Financial Assistance. For those who desire to request financial assistance from
SVDP, please call the SVDP phone directly and not the parish business office. The
SVDP phone number is published on the front page of the parish bulletin and is 732 | December 2022 SVDP volunteers.
-483-0360, ext. 1. You can leave a voicemail message on that phone and a member
of SVDP will promptly return your call. The parish business office staff does not handle requests for financial assistance
and directs such calls to SVDP.

* Volunteers. The SVDP Society is always in need of and welcomes new volunteers — especially to assist with the
monthly food pantry and packaging of the donated food and groceries for distribution to the needy on “third Saturdays
of the month” in the church hall (Lower Church). Please contact Mary Jensen (President of SVDP) at 732-483-0360,
ext. 1 to inquire about becoming a volunteer and becoming involved in this important work. Thank you.

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT REQUEST FORM

If you wish to receive a written statement reporting your 2022 contributions to St. Michael’s
Church for purposes of your income tax returns, please complete the form below and return it
to the Parish Office. Submit your request to St. Michael’s Church, 800 Ocean Ave., Long
Branch, NJ 07740. Or email your request to parish@stmichaelnj.com.

Faith Direct - If you make your weekly contributions or other contributions to the parish by
means of the Faith Direct online method, you may obtain a written statement reporting such
online contributions by visiting wwwfaithdirect.net and following the instructions on the
homepage.

For additional assistance, please call parish Business Manager Thomas Randazzo at the parish
office at 732-222-8080 Monday through Friday during business hours 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
(closed for lunch 12:00 Noon to 1:00 p.m.).

Name:
Address:

Phone Number:
Email:
Envelope Number:
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WHAT IS IT?

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL
EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL?

The National Eucharistic Revival is a
three-year initiative sponsored by the
Bishops of the United States to inspire
and prepare the People of God to be
formed, healed, concerted, united, and
sent out to a hurting and hungry world
through a renewed encounter with Jesus
in the Eucharist — the source and summit
of our Catholic faith. The revival has offi-
cially begun in June 2022, and its mile-
stone event will be a National Eucharistic
Congress in Indianapolis, Indiana, from
July 17-21, 2024. The National Eucharis-
tic Revival and National Eucharistic Con-
gress are a direct response to the Holy
Father’'s call for a “pastoral and mission-
ary conversion which cannot leave things
as they presently are” so that the Church
in the United States might be
“permanently in a state of mis-
sion.” (Evangelii Gaudium, n. 25)

This Eucharistic movement seeks to
bring together clergy, religious, laity,
apostolates, movements, and parish and
diocesan leaders to spur momentum, col-
laboration, and lasting impact for the re-
newal of the Catholic
Church in the U.S.
over the next three
years. Each year will
have a strategic focus

%fo{wmﬁ for formation and mis-
evival-: sionary discipleship.

WHAT'S HAPPENED SO FAR?

We launch our national response to the Lord’s call
with widespread eucharistic processions and adora-
tion on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood
of Christ.

WHAT'S NEXT ?

YEAR OF DIOCESAN REVIVAL

2022 — 2023
This first year of the Revival invites diocesan staff,
bishops, and priests to respond to the Lord’s personal
invitation and equips them to share this love with the
faithful through Eucharistic congresses and events.

YEAR OF PARISH REVIVAL

2023 — 2024
The second phase will foster Eucharistic devotion at
the parish level, strengthening our liturgical life
through faithful celebration of the Mass, Eucharistic
Adoration, missions, resources, preaching, and organ-
ic movements of the Holy Spirit.

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

July 2024
At this historic event, more than 80,000 Catholics of all
ages will gather in Indianapolis to reconsecrate their
hearts to the source and summit of our faith.

Having enkindled a missionary fire in the hearts of the
American faithful, the Holy Spirit will send us out on
mission to share the gift of our Eucharistic Lord.




Page 10 January 29, 2023 www.stmichaelnj.com

(continued from Page 5)

Regarding Novena Prayers

What It Is Not

Over the centuries, the practice of making novenas grew in popularity, and inevitably, abuses developed like weeds
in a garden.

One abuse is absolute guarantees of positive results. There are no absolute guarantees. Prayer must always be made
according to the will of God. Even Christ Himself prayed, "Not my will, Father, but Yours be done." We pray with trust
that God will give us what He knows is best for us.

Another abuse is the guarantee that a particular novena will never fail if we publish the novena prayer. These mistak-
en ideas can often cause great confusion and lead to superstition.

Persistent Prayer

Novenas should be considered persistent prayer. Jesus exhorted us to continually ask, seek, and knock for what we
need (Lk 11:10), and He gave us strong examples of the value of persistence in prayer — like the widow who kept
pleading with the judge (Lk 18:1-8) and the man who woke his neighbor in the middle of the night to give him bread
(Lk 11:5-9).

St. Faustina also gives us a powerful example of persistence in prayer. Novenas were an important and regular part of
her spiritual life. She made novenas of different kinds and for various needs. For her they were times of intense and per-
severing prayer.

For us, too, novenas can be times of persevering prayer for special needs and of preparation for solemn feasts.
Novenas also can help us to focus our intentions so that we can more effectively give thanks for God's response to our
needs — whatever those needs are; whatever God’s response may turn out to be — placing ever greater trust in the Lord
Jesus.

OUR PROMISE TO PROTECT:
The Diocese of Trenton and St.
Michael’s Church are committed to
the initiatives outlined in the U.S.
Bishop’s Charter for the protection of
Children and Young People in regard
to the reporting and investigation of
sexual abuse allegations involving minors. If you have
been sexually abused as a minor by a member of the cler-
gy or anyone representing the Catholic Church, or if you
know of someone who was, you can report that abuse
through the Diocesan Abuse Hotline: 1-888-296-2965 or
via email at abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org. The Dio-
cese of Trenton reports any allegations of sexual abuse to
the appropriate law enforcement agencies. Anyone with
an allegation is also encouraged to provide that infor-
mation to local law enforcement authorities.

Online Giving

Please consider joining the:parishioners who are. using
Faith Direct for automated giving to St. Michael's Church. It
is secure, convenient-and Faith Direct will provide you with
an offertory card to place in the basket during the collection.
There is no cost to you, and the program provides a great
benefit to our parish. Please sign up today by visiting
faithdirect.net. Our parish code is NJ319. Thank You.
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